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PREFACE. 


DISEASES  of  joints  have  been 
known  in  all  ages  to  be  of  the  mofl 
calamitous  tendency,  but  it  is  to  be 
lamented,  that  very  little  progrefs 
has  been  made  in  the  methods  of 
relieving  them :  I  can  by  no  means 
flatter  myfelf  with  the  idea  of  hav- 
ing thrown  any  conliderable  light 
on  the  fubjecl: ;  I  am  fenflble  that 
this  part  of  furgery  is  ftill  capable 
of  great  improvement,  but  at  the 
fame  time,  it  may  be  allowable  for 
an  individual,  without  the  imputa- 
tion 
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tion  of  vanity,  to  publifh  the  re- 
fult  of  his  experience,  although  he 
mould  not  fully  explain  the  nature 
of  the  difeafe,  or  lay  down  a  cer- 
tain plan  of  cure. 

Thefe  difeafes  are  of  fuch  impor- 
tance, that  they  cannot  too  fre- 
quently be  brought  before  the  eyes 
of  the  public,  nor  can  the  attention 
of  the  faculty  be  too  ftrongly  im- 
preffed  with  the  neceffityof  reflecting 
on  them  throughout  all  their  ftages. 
It  is  a  fortunate  conlideration,  that 
they  are  not  incurable,  although  it 
muft  be  acknowledged,  that  it  hap- 
pens too  frequently,  that  they  are 
not  cured.  The  reafons  for  this 
failure  mould  be  thoroughly  under- 
ftood.  Is  it  owing  to  the  deftruo 
tive  nature  of  the  malady,  and  the 

infuf- 
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inefficiency  of  every  known  re- 
medy, or  may  it  not  often  be  occa- 
fioned  by  the  patient  himfelf  neg- 
leding  to  apply  in  the  firft  inftance 
for  proper  affiftance  ;  or,  is  there  a 
want  of  difcrimination  in  this  dif- 
eafe  at  its  moil:  important  period  ? 
Whatever  the  caufes  may  be,  it  is 
proper  that  they  fliould  be  known. 

As  far  as  my  experience  goes, 
the  ill  fuccefs  attending  the  treat- 
ment of  thefe  cafes,  has  been  more 
owing  to  a  want  of  diftinguifhing 
properly  the  nature  of  the  com- 
plaint in  its  early  period,  or  to  the 
negled  and  indifference  of  the  pa- 
tients themfelves,  than  to  the  in- 
curable nature  of  the  malady,  or  to 
a  defecl  of  power  in  the  healing 
art. 

The 
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The  morbid  anatomy  of  joints 
does  not  feem  to  be  generally  known 
or  underftood  ;  I  am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve, that  a  difeafe  of  the  bone 
Jtfelf,  or  its  inverting  cartilage  is  al- 
moft  in  every  cafe  the  real  caufe 
of  what  is  ufually  termed  a  white 
fwelling  of  a  joint ;  if  this  be  true, 
it  may  be  afked,  whether  in  cafes 
of  this  nature,  a  pra&ice  more  de- 
cilive  than  what  is  ufually  adopted, 
mould  not  be  ufed  in  the  firft  in- 
flance  of  its  attack  ?  Is  it  not  abfurd 
to  wait  for  furgical  alMance  till  the 
parts  contiguous  partake  of  the 
itrumous  difpofition,  till  all  tra- 
ces of  the  original  difeafe  are  loft 
in  that  mafs  of  matter,  which  fur- 
rounds  the  joint,  till  bone,  liga- 
ment 


PREFACE.  xi 

ment  and  cartilage  are  confounded 
together  in  one  general  deftru&ion  ? 

Trie  true  knowledge  of  a  difeafe 
cannot  add  to  its  danger  ;  if  the 
bone  be  primarily  affe&ed,  it  mould 
be  well  underftood,  that  it  is  fo  ; 
the  hazard  is  to  be  met  at  its  firft 
approach,  when  it  is  moft  likely 
to  be  fubdued ;  and  at  this  time, 
the  refources  of  furgery  are  fuffi- 
cient  to  afford  means  of  relief  for 
a  carious  difpofition  of  bone  in  any 
part  of  the  body. 

Too  frequently  however,  the  dif- 
eafed  joint  comes'under  the  infpec- 
tion  of  the  furgeon,  at  fo  late  a  pe- 
riod, that  it  is  impoffible  to  hold 
out  any  other  language  than  that 
of  its  entire  removal  :  hard  in- 
deed at  this  moment  is  the  lot  of 

fur- 
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furgery,  and  its  profeflbrs !  They 
know  little  of  human  nature,  who 
do  not  feel,  that  to  the  furgeon,  it 
is  an  irkfome  and  painful  fubmiffion 
to  his  duty,  to  propofe  fuch  an  ope- 
ration: he  often  bears  the  dilgrace 
of  the  whole  previous  manage- 
ment of  the  cafe,  being  probably 
called  in  at  a  time,  when  it  is 
impoffible  to  do  any  thing  more, 
than  to  exert  the  final  effort  of  his 
fkill:  he  rarely  has  an  opportunity 
of  patiently  warding  off,  or  prevent- 
ing the  flrumous  affection  of  a  joint, 
he  generally  becomes  known  only 
by  his  ultimate  attempt  to  preferve 
life. 

The  caries  of  the  hip  joint,  which 
is  the  principal  objecl  of  the  prefent 
treatifc,  differs  from  the  caries  of 

other 
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other  joints,  in  no  refpeft,  but  what 
arifes  from  its  local  fituation :  it  is 
this  circumftance,  which  prevents 
it  from  being  fubjeaed  to  any  im- 
portant furgical  operation,  and  the 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe  being  there- 
by arTeaed  more  by  the  uniform 
proceedings  of  nature,  than  by  the 
uncertain  applications  of  art,  an  op- 
portunity prefents  itfelf  of  making 
an  extenfive  obfervation  on  the 
powers  of  nature  towards  relieving 
a  carious  joint ;  and  from  thence 
much  information  may  be  gained, 
applicable  to  the  treatment  of  dif- 
eafed  joints,  in  other  parts  of  the 
body.    It  is  evident  that  the  ftru- 
mous  indiipofition  of  the  hip  joint, 
is  as  formidable  and  dangerous  an 
evil,  as  can  occur  to  any  other 

joint, 
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joint,  yet  from  its  firft  attack  to  its 
termination,  it  affords  jufter  grounds 
for  hope,  than  for  defpair. 

If  in  the  courfe  of  this  treatife  I 
may  feem  to  have  eftimated  too 
highly,  or  to  have  appealed  too  of- 
ten to  the  works  of  the  antients,  I 
fhall  be  excufed  by  thofe,  who  are 
well  acquainted  with  the  difeafe  of 
the  hip  joint:  the  obvious  difficulty 
of  treating  it  obliges  the  pra&itioner 
to  feek  for  information  ;  and  in  the 
judgement  of  men  verfed  in  prac- 
tice, he  will  not  be  accufed  of  pe- 
dantry or  affectation,  who,  in  diffi- 
cult cafes,  fhall  adopt  the  fentiments 
of  De  Haen,  confult  Hippocrates, 
and  having  fo  confulted  him,  pur- 
fue  his  opinion,  unlefs  it  has  been 

cor- 
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corrected  and  improved  by  fubfe- 
quent  obfervations. 

I  wifh  not  to  overvalue  the  wri- 
tings of  the  antients,  but  who 
is  there,  that  has  carefully  read 
through  the  works  of  Mr.  Pott, 
and  has  not  feen  the  happy  effect 
produced  by  a  careful  ftudy  of  the 
claffic  authors  of  furgery,  combin- 
ed with  an  unremitted  clinical  at- 
tention to  difeafes  and  their  fymp- 
toms  ? 

To  this  fubjecl:,  on  which  much 
might  be  faid,  the  words  of  a  moft 
refpectable  furgeon  are  well  adapt- 
ed*: "  Highly  as  all  practical  know- 
ledge ought  to  be  valued,  it  muft  be 

*  See  the  Preface  to  Mr.  Howard's  Obfer- 
vations on  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

con- 
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confefled,  that  a  man  may  learn  a 
great  deal  by  a  juft  comparifon  of 
his  own,  with  the  obfervations  of 
others,  who  have  been  placed  in  fi~ 
milar  circumftances  with  himfelf, 
who  may  perhaps  have  been  endued 
with  greater  abilities,  fuperiour  in- 
duftay,  and  have  had  much  greater 
opportunities  of  information.  Nor 
mould  any  man  carry  his  predilec- 
tion for  his  own  notions  fo  far,  as 
to  imagine  that  the  fmall  contracted 
fpan  of  his  life,  how  actively  fo- 
ever  it  may  have  been  employed, 
can  outweigh  the  productions  of 
many  centuries,  and  the  united  la- 
bours of  a  prodigious  number  of  in- 
telligent practitioners." 
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GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS 

ON  THE 

DISEASE  of  the  HIP  JOINT. 


SECTION  I. 


THE  abfcefs  of  the  hip  joint  is  a  difeafe 
attended  with  fuch  various  evils,  incident 
both  to  the  part  affedted,  and  to  the  confti- 
tution  in  general,  and  occurs  fo  frequently, 
that  it  could  not  entirely  efcape  the  notice, 
of  any  writer  who  has  aimed  at  explaining 
the  general  action  of  fcrophulous  complaints, 
or  their  more  immediate  effects,  on  particular 
parts  of  the  human  body,    Neverthelefs ,  it 
has  not  been  made  profeffedly,  the  fubjecl  of 
particular  confederation,  except  by  De  Haen, 
in  his  treatife  "  De  Morbo  Coxario,"  and 

b  by 
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by  Monf.  Petit,  in  his  well-known  work 
on  difeafed  bones. 

This  difeafe  of  the  hip  joint,  in  every 
ftage  of  its  progrefs,  from  its  earlieft  appear- 
ance, in  flight  lamenefs,  and  general  debility, 
to  its  final  cataftrophe,  unequivocally  mani- 
fefted  in  the  deftruction  of  the  thigh  joint, 
and  in  emaciation  of  the  whole  body,  is  mark- 
ed throughout  by  peculiar  and  chara&eriftic 
fymptoms;  thefe  have  been,  however,  in  a 
great  meafure,  overlooked,  and  fewer  cau- 
tions have  been  given,  with  refpeel;  to  the 
treatment  of  this  very  common  difeafe,  than 
of  many  others  of  lefs  frequency  and  im- 
portance. 

The  difficulty  in  obferving,  at  leaft  in  dif- 
criminating  properly,  its  earlieft  fymptoms, 
and  of  counteracting  or  removing  them, 
when  truly  difcriminated,  is  doubtlefs  a 
caufe  of  embarraffment  and  uncertainty, 
in  every  attempt  to  make  a  prognoftic  of 
its  event  j  but  be  this  as  it  may,  the  fal- 
lacioufnefs  of  its  firft  appearance,  and  the 
difficulty  of  afcertaining  the  degrees  of  its 

fub- 
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fubfeqiient  injuries,  are  points  granted  by  the 
generality  of  writers,  who  have  treated  or 
touched  on  the  fubject ;  and  the  daily  expe- 
rience of  furgeons  cannot  fail  to  convince 
them,  that  the  whole  procefs  of  the  difeafe 
affords  great  fcope  for  conjecture,  and  di  ver- 
ity of  judgement. 

It  occurs  at  all  periods  of  life,  but  moft 
frequently  happens  to  children,  from  their 
infancy  to  the  age  of  fourteen.    It  often  de- 
rives its  origin  from  accidents  apparently  in- 
confiderable :  a  degree  of  lamenefs,  fcarcely 
vifible,  is  the  firft  fymptom;  and  this  is 
often  afcribed  to  indolence,  or  the  indul- 
gence of  awkward  habits  ;  the  palenefs  and 
languid  appearance,  which  afterwards  enfue, 
accompanied  with  a  liftleiTnefs  and  want  of 
activity,  are  fymptoms  often  confidered  as 
the  effects  of  worms,  or  attributed  to  a 
general  ricketty  difpofition ;  and  even  when 
local  injury  of  the  hip  becomes  apparent, 
beyond  denial,  to  the  leaft  experienced  ob- 
ferver,  it  is  too  often  regarded  as  a  decifive 
proof  of  a  fcrophulous  taint,  pervading  the 

b  2  gene- 
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<reneral  habit ;  and  with  a  view  of  relieving 
the  part  affeCted,  recourfe  is  immediately  had 
to  remedies,  which  are  thought  moft  likely 
to  counteract  the  tendency  of  the  fuppofed 
fcrophulous  affection. 

With  this  intention,  fmall  dofes  of  calo- 
mel, burnt  fponge,  aethiops  vegetabilis,  or 
terra  ponderofa,  are  prefcribed  :  or  with  the 
fame  view  of  obviating  the  ftrumous  ten- 
dency, remedies  of  a  tonic  kind  are  ad- 
miniftered,  and  preparations  of  fteel,  bark, 
or  cold  bathing,  are  ufed  not  unfrequently. 
Under  thefe,  and  many  other  different  regi- 
mens, the  difeafe  of  the  hip  joint  may  feem 
to  be  fufpended ;  for,  like  fimilar  fymptoms 
of  fcrophula,  it  is  influenced  in  its  progrefs 
by  a  variety  of  circumftances,  not  immedi- 
ately connected  with  mere  medical  treatment. 
Whenever  a  remedy  for  a  ftrumous  diforder 
is  recommended,  as  having  been,  in  fomc 
inftances,  fortunate  in  its  exhibition,  it  ought 
to  be  recollected,  that  the  feafon  of  the  year, 
the  temperature  of  the  air,  the  alteration  of 
a  mode  of  living,  and  the  natural  ftamina 

of 
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of  the  patient,  mould  be  taken  into  confi- 
deration,  and  have  their  due  weight,  before 
the  efficacy  of  the  medicine  ufed  can  be  juftly 
eftimated. 

The  exiftence'  of  fcrophula,  as  a  confti- 
tutional  difeafe,  cannot  be  denied ;  it  often 
affe&s  various  parts  of  the  body  at  the  fame 
time,  oppreffing,  without  overpowering, 
the  vital  energies  ;  but  its  attacks  are  oftener 
local,  and  where  they  prove  fatal,  thefe  def- 
tructive  effects  are  produced  by  its  deleterious 
quality,  operating  locally  upon  fiich  parts  of 
the  animal  economy,  as  are  neceflarily  con- 
nected with  its  exigence. 

The  brain,  the  lungs,  the  liver,  the  teltes, 
and  fpermatic  chord,  the  uterus,  the  ovaria, 
the  anteriour  part  of  the  bodies  of  the  ver- 
tebras, the  joint  of  the  hip  in  common  with 
other  joints,  experience  continually  the  bale- 
ful effe&s  of  a  difeafe,  whereof  fcrophula  may 
be  fuppofed  to  be  the  caufe,  and  to  which  it 
has  not  unfreq.iently  given  denomination. 
It  may  be  added,  that  there  are  but  few  parts 
of  the  human  body,  which  do  not  exhibit 
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continual  proofs  of  the  danger  of  its  local 
attacks,  and  of  the  inefficacy  of  general 
remedies.  Buffo  long  as  fcrophula  affects 
only  the  integuments,  or  external  glands,  the 
hazard  from  it  is  comparatively  fmall ;  the 
conftitution  refifts  it  with  great  energy,  and 
the  powers  of  medicine  are  capable  of  being 
exerted  with  probability  of  fuccefs.  But 
there  is  not  in  this  complaint  a  fpecific  re- 
medy, like  mercury  in  the  venereal  difeafe, 
which  can,  with  a  moral  certainty,  impede  its 
progrefs  ;  if  there  were  any  fuch  medicine 
known,  of  fuperiour  efficacy,  capable  of 
checking  the  inflammation  and  fuppuration 
of  an  indurated  gland,  or  of  preventing  a 
thickened  perjoftium,  and  enlarged  bone 
from  becoming  a  confirmed  caries ,  it  would 
greatly  fuperfede  the  neceflity  of  having  re- 
courfe  to  topical  remedies,  which  are  both 
painful  and  uncertain. 

Scrophula  is  not  unfrequently  converted 
from  a  conftitutional,  into  a  local  difeafe,  by  a 
variety  of  accidental  circumfbnces,  fometimes 
apparently  flight,  and  certainly  fuch  as  might 

befall 


[    7  ] 

befall  a  conftitution  perfectly  found,  with 
little,  if  any,  ill  effecl: :  when  by  any  un- 
toward accident,  the  locality  of  fcrophula  is 
determined  to  the  hip,  and  feated  in  the 
joint  of  that  part,  it  brings  in  its  train  ferious 
and  ftubborn  complaints  ;  and  a  probability 
that  the  difeafe  will  terminate  fatally,  is 
ftrongly  pointed  out  by  a  long  illnefs,  gene- 
rally accompanied  with  colliquative  fweats 
and  purgings,  anafarcous  fwellings  in  the 
lower  limbs,  emaciation  in  every  part  of  the 
body,  and  frequent  fuppurations  round  the 
hip  joint,  unmanageable  by  any  treatment, 
applicable  to  other  abfceffes. 

When  this  difeafe  terminates  in  death,  the 
diffection  of  the  part  difcovers  a  caries  fo 
extenfive,  as  to  include  not  only  the  head 
and  neck  of  the  thigh  bone,  and  the  cotyloid 
cavity,  but  great  portions  like  wife  of  the  ad- 
joining os  Ilium,  Ifchion,  and  os  Pubis, 
with  all  their  ligaments  irreparably  injured. 
Such  indeed  are  the  facts  revealed  by  diffec- 
tion, that  there  is  no  wonder  at  their  having 
given  rife  and  currency  to  an  opinion,  often 

b  4  affum- 
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affumed,  that  the  hip  difeafe  is,  from  its  ear- 
lieft  origin,  irremediable  j  and  it  muft  be 
confeffed,  that  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how 
fuch  an  extenfive  caries  of  bone  as  is  vifible 
after  death,  could  have  been  prevented  or 
remedied.  Neverthelefs,  thefe  difcouraging 
conclusions  are  not  always  juft  and  well 
founded  ;  for  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  dif- 
eafes,  finally  attended  with  large  fuppura- 
tions,  which  ultimately  occafion  great  de- 
rangement, and  havock  in  the  animal  ma- 
chine, originate  from  flight  caufes,  and  ad- 
mit of  remedy  in  their  beginnings. 

A  careful  obferver  may  difcover,  and 
deftroy,  the  feeds  of  many  a  fatal  chronic 
difeafe,  before  they  become  deep  rooted  and 
dangerous  :  even  ftrumous  affections  of  the 
lungs,  and  liver,  begin  with  flight  obftruc- 
tions,  and  indurations  in  the  fubftances  of 
thofe  vifcera,  which,  from  the  invifibility 
of  their  nature,  go  on,  producing  their 
confequential  ill  effects ;  obftructions  in- 
creafe  and  multiply,  till  at  length  inflamma- 
tion enfues,  either  excited  by  the  original 

caufe, 
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caufe,  or  brought  into  adion  by  fome  ad- 
ventitious circumftance:  and  hence  fucceed 
a  train  of  fatal  confequences,  which  the  ex- 
pedients of  (kill  may  alleviate,  but  are  not 

likely  to  cure. 

The  difcriminating  fymptoms  of  internal 
chronic  difeafes,  are  not  yet  delineated  with 
fuch  accuracy,  as  to  inftrud  the  generality  of 
practitioners,  how  to  diftinguimthem  in  their 
earlier  ftages,  or  how  to  proceed  on  a  certain 
efficient  pradice  for  their  prevention  or  cure. 
It  ought  likewife  to  be  noticed,  that  although 
an  experienced  and  attentive  obferver  might 
very  truly  diftinguifh  thefe  latent  difeafes  in 
their  nrft  beginnings,  and,  alarmed  by  the 
apprehenfions  of  their  ultimate  ill  confe- 
quences, would  willingly  exert  his  utmofl 
ingenuity  to  check  them,   yet  the  patients 
themfelves  feeling  from  thefe  diforders,  in- 
conveniences apparently  trivial,  cannot  eafily 
be  prevailed  upon  to  adhere,  with  fteadi- 
nefs,  to  any  well-digefted  plan  of  preven- 
tion or  remedy,  in  order  to  avert  evils,  which 
they  imagine  to  be  merely  contingent,  or, 

at 
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at  the  worft,  not  likely  to  take  place,  but  at 
a  period  considerably  remote. 

This  happens  not  uncommonly  in  cafes  of 
fcrophulous  affections,  tending  to  fuppura- 
tion  in  the  cavities  of  the  body;  but  the 
progrefs  of  diforders,  fituated  in  the  ex- 
tremities, comes  more  immediately  under 
the  cognizance  of  the  furgeon,  and  is  by  no 
means  fo  problematical  or  hopelefs.  The 
parts  affected  by  them,  are  always  more  fuper- 
ficial,  and  confequently  the  progrelTion  of 
difeafe  is  more  eafy  to  be  traced  than  in  the 
vifcera.    The  joints  of  the  upper  and  lower 
extremities,  are  fufficiently  perfpicuous  in 
their  ftructure,  and  cannot  be  difeafed  to  any 
dangerous  degree,  without  betraying  an  inap- 
titude for  their  functions ;  and  the  moment 
that  this  becomes  obvious,  the  furgeon  invef- 
tigates  the  caufe,  and,  where  fymptoms  mew 
the  remoter!,  danger  of  fuppuration,  he  in- 
ftantly  has  recourfe  to  thofe  local  applica- 
tions, which  experience  has  evinced  to  be, 
not  only  capable,  in  many  inftances,  of  flop- 
ping the  advancement  towards  caries,  but 

even 
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even  fufficiently  efficacious,  to  recover  the 
limb  from  a  difeafed,  to  a  healthy  ftate. 

The  caries  of  the  hip  joint,  always  painful 
in  its  confequences,  and  fometimes  fatal  in 
its  event,  fteals  on  at  firft  fo  imperceptibly, 
and  arrefts  the  attention  fo  little,  that  it  is 
fcarcely  confidered  as  a  ferious  difeafe.  The 
conftitution  is  not,  at  firft,  materially  affeded 
by  it ;  palenefs  of  countenance,  fits  of  lan- 
guor and  heavinefs,  fucceeded  by  propor- 
tionable flows  of  fpirits ,  and  fudden  exertions , 
are  incidents,  fo  common  in  the  lives  of 
young  people,  that  they  pafs  for  common 
circumftances,  and  attrad  but  little  notice. 
They  are,  however,  fymptoms,  often  accom- 
panying the  firft  pathognomonic  marks  of 
this  difeafe,  which  are  a  fort  of  limping 
gait,  lamenefs  fcarcely  difcernible,  and  a 
weaknefs  of  the  leg,  and  thigh  juft  begin- 
ning to  be  apparent. 

About  this  time,  the  limb,  on  ftri£t  ex- 
amination, will  be  found,  both  in  the  thigh, 
and  on  the  calf  of  the  leg,  to  be  really 
lenened  in  its  circumference.    A  ftriking 

alter- 
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alteration  likewife,  takes  place  with  regard 
to  its  length.  It  is  more,  or  lefs  elongated ; 
the  elongation  is  vifible,  and  the  degree  of 
it  afcertainable.  Let  the  patient  be  placed 
in  a  horizontal  pofition,  with  both  his  legs 
extended  properly  for  a  comparifon  with  each 
other ;  the  patella,  with  the  condyles  of  the 
thigh  bone,  will  appear  in  the  difeafed  limb, 
manifeftly  lower  than  the  fame  bones  on 
the  found  fide.  It  may  be  ftill  farther  afcer- 
tained  by  an  infpeclion,  and  comparifon  of 
the  relative  fituations  of  the  great  trochan- 
ter, or  the  internal  malleolar  procefs  of  the 
tibia,  with  the  correfponding  parts  of  the 
found  limb.  On  viewing  attentively  the  pa- 
tient in  an  erect  pofture,  it  is  clearly  difcer- 
nible,  that  there  is,  on  the  difeafed  fide,  an 
alteration  with  refpect  to  the  natural  fulnefs 
and  convexity  of  the  nates,  that  part  appear- 
ing flattened,  which  is  ufually  moft  promi- 
nent*;  and  a  little  below,   towards  the 

*  Many  of  thefe  chara&eriftic  marks  of  the  difeafe  are 
fhewn  in  plate  I. 
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thigh,  there  is  a  degree  of  fwelling,  different 
from,  and  ftrongly  contrafted  to,  the  natu- 
ral appearance  of  the  found  limb. 

A  pain  in  the  knee,  is  another  remarkable 
fymptom,  notunufualin  thecourfe  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  and  fo  violent  is  it  at  times,  as  to  difturb 
the  repofe  of  the  patient  at  night,  and  to  oc- 
casion the  moll  agonizing  fcreams.  The 
knee,  neverthelefs,  after  the  moft  minute  ex- 
amination, will  be  found  in  a  perfect  found 
ftate,  although  it  has  often  been  Subjected  to 
the  fruitlefs  trouble  of  fomentations,  plafters, 
and  embrocations,  whilft  the  real  feat  of  the 
difeafe  has  been  neglected,  and  the  procefs 
to  caries,  permitted  to  go  on  with  its  natural 
rapidity,  accelerated  occafionally  by  adven- 
titious circumftances. 

It  may  be  ftill  farther  obfervable,  that  the 
patient,  in  ftanding,  does  not  fupport  the 
weight  of  his  body  equally  on  both  legs. 
The  found  limb  will  appear  ftrongly  exten- 
ded, bearing  upon  it  more  than  its  due  pro- 
portion of  the  weight  of  the  trunk,  whilft 
the  other  projects  outwards  from  the  body, 

with 
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with  its  knee  bent,  and  the  patient  difcovers 
an  inclination  to  reft  rather  on  his  toes,  than 
tofupport  the  weight  of  that  fide  of  his  body, 
fairly  on  the  whole  furface  of  the  foot  *. 

He  not  only  becomes  more  unable  to  move 
the  difeafed  limb,  with  the  fame  facility  as, 
the  found  one,  but  the  lamenefs  increafes  on 
him  fo  much,  that  he  is  under  the  neceffity 
of  grafping  the  affected  thigh  with  his  hand, 
in  order  to  give  it  a  greater  progreffive 
power. 

There  are  alfo  other  fymptoms,  in  the 
early  ftate  of  this  difeafe,  which  ought  not 
to  be  paffed  over  in  filence,  as  every  cir- 
cumftance,  which  may  be  thought  charac- 
teriftic,  deferves  notice,  and  ferious  con- 
sideration. In  a  morning,  the  patients 
walk  ftiff,  and  with  evident  difficulty ;  the 
difficulty  becomes  lefs  apparent  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day,  but  wearinefs  comes  on,  in  an 
unufual  degree,  towards  the  evening,  and 
pain  enfuing,  they  repair  to  reft  at  an  early 


*  See  plale  I. 
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hour.    In  quick  exertions,  and  in  running 
efpecially,  they  are  apt  to  fall ;  and  though 
often  averfe  to  motion,  they  have  at  times 
great  livelinefs,  and  a  prompt  difpofition  to 
exercife ;    in  their  recumbent  pofture,  in 
bed,  the  thigh  affe&ed  is  ordinarily  bent 
forward :    and  every  attempt  to  alter  that 
pofition  is  attended  with  great  pain,  which  j 
is  particularly  increafed  by  every  degree  of  1 
exertion  or  violence,  employed  to  ftretchj 
out  the  limb  to  its  full  length.    The  parts 
furrounding  the  joint,  on  prelTure,  evidently 
betray  no  great  degree  of  painful  fenfation, 
but,  in  general,  fome  tendernefs,  where  it 
is  moft  likely  to  fuffer  by  compreffion,  par- 
ticularly behind  the  great  trochanter,  where 
there  is  not  much  cellular  membrane,  or 
mufcle  to  cover  the  joint.    They  feel,  more- 
over, a  tendernefs  in  the  groin,  where  the 
lymphatic  glands  are  frequently  found  to  be 
a  little  enlarged. 

The  difeafe  for  fome  time,  at  leaft,  in- 
dicates itfelf  by  the  fymptoms  above  men- 
tioned j  it  is  not,  however,  uniformly  pain- 
ful, 
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ful,  but  variably  fo,  being  influenced  by 
the  efficiency  of  the  means,  adminiftered  to 
counteract  the  procefs  of  a  fcrophulous  ca- 
ries in  the  joint,  or  by  the  power  of  the 
conftitution  withftanding  its  attacks.  It 
frequently  happens,  that  the  unfavourable 
appearances  alter,  and  are  fufpended  for  a 
confiderable  time,  infomuch,  as  to  be  feem- 
ingly  removed ;  but  if  they  return,  it  is 
with  additional  violence.  The  lamenefs 
becomes  more  obvious,  the  pain  more  fen- 
fible,  the  emaciation  of  the  limb  more 
vifible,  and  the  general  prevalence,  and  in- 
roads of  the  difeafe  on  the  conftitution, 
manifeft  themfelves  ftrongly,  by  flow  hectic 
fever,  and  great  proftration  of  ftrength. — 
At  length  it  happens,  that  the  limb,  which 
was  before  elongated,  fhortens  ;  and  when- 
ever this  circumftance  takes  place,  which 
may  eafily  be  afcertained  by  an  actual  men- 
furation,  it  announces  the  probability  of  an 
enfuing  external  fuppuration ;  and  the  great 
difficulty  of  preventing  it,  calls  for  the  moft 
unremitted  exertions  of  the  furgeon. 

The 


[    '7  ] 

The  rapid  approach  to  fuppuration  is  mar- 
ked by  an  aggravation  of  all  the  local  fymp- 
tomsj  a  greater  degree  of  tendernefs  and  irrita- 
bility in  the  parts  round  the  joint,  are  now 
manifeft  to  the  touch;  the  enlargement  of  the 
external  parts  becomes  more  vifible,  particu- 
larly, on  the  upper  and  exteriour  parts  of  the 
thigh,  over  the  vaftus  externus  mufcle, 
where  the  matter  ufually  gathers,  and  pro-, 
jects.  During  this  period,  the  thigh  be- 
comes more  fhortened,  contracts  in  a  bent 
pofition,  upward  to  the  groin,  and  is  lefs 
capable  of  motion,  the  leg  waftes  more  ap- 
parently, the  foot  can  fcarcely  be  put  to  the 
ground,  and  finally,  the  patient  no  longer 
able  to  depend  on  the  limb  affected,  fup- 
ports  his  body  on  crutches,  and  on  his 
found  leg,  whilft  the  difeafed  one  hangs  a 
burthenfome,  and  painful  appendage  to  the 
trunk,  with  its  foot  extended,  and  perhaps 
cedematous.  This  miferable  ftate  of  the 
difeafe  continues  for  a  longer  or  fhorter 
fpace  of  time,  till  the  abfcefs  burfting,  dif- 
charges  either  a  thick  matter,  or  elfe  a  thin, 

c  ferous 
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ferous  fluid,  intermixed  with  fub fiances,  re- 
fembling  curds  and  whey. 

At  this  time,  another  alteration  often  takes 
place,  which  generally  marks  the  moft  dif- 
trefTing  period  of  this  formidable  complaint. 
The  patient  grows  languid,  and  hectical, 
lofes  his  appetite,  becomes  fubject  to  colli- 
quative purgings,  fweats  profufely  at  nights, 
and  finks  apparently,  under  the  preflure  ot 
his  complicated  maladies. 

If  the  difeafe  docs  not  now  terminate  fa- 
tally, as  it  often  does  at  this  critical  period, 
thefe  diftrefsful  fymptoms  continue  for  a  long 
time :  If  the  patient  happily  ftruggles  through 
them  all,  and  at  length  recovers,  it  is  after 
a  tedious  confinement  to  his  bed,  with  a  dif- 
torted  hip,  and  an  emaciated  limb,  which 
has  either  formed  an  infecure  connection 
with  the  os  innominatum,  or  become  an- 
chylofed  in  the  hip  joint*. 

It  deferves  however,  a  particular  obferva- 
tion,  that  an  external  fuppuration  is  not  al- 

*  See  plates  II.  IV.  and  V. 
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ways  a  neceffary ,  and  unavoidable  confequcnce 
of  the  fhortening  of  the  thigh  bone,  and  of 
the  caries,  of  the  hip  joint.  InHances  occur, 
not  unfrequently,  in  which  patients  undergo 
the  whole  procefs  of  the  early  fymptoms  of 
this  difeafe,  to  the  elongation,  and  fhorten- 
ing of  the  limb,  and  even  an  anchylofis  in 
the  joint,  without  any  external  fuppuration. 

At  times  too,  it  happens,  that  a  fuppu- 
ration is  formed,  that  the  abfcefs  burfts, 
and  that  a  fhortening  of  the  limb  takes  place, 
when  yet  no  fever  enfues,  nor  any  very  dan- 
gerous fymptoms  fupervene*.  Thefe  very 
fortunate  circumftances  are  however,  rare, 
compared  with  the  great  frequency  of  cafes, 
in  which  numerous  evils  ufually  refult  from 
the  caries  of  the  joint,  and  its  external  fup- 
puration. 

In  the  inveftigation  of  this,  and  every 
other  difeafe  of  equally  dangerous  confe- 
quences,  -it  is  advantageous,  and  indeed  re- 
quifite,  to  acquire  the  trueft  and  moil  accurate 


*  See  cafes  XIII.  XIV. 
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poffible  notions,  of  the  injurious  alteration 
in  the  internal  parts,  which  conftitutes  the 
caufe  of  external  morbid  appearance.  The 
pathology  of  this  difeafe,  is  certainly  moft 
wanting  in  its  earlieft  ftage;  for  at  its 
conclufion,  opportunities  too  frequently 
occur,  for  the  minuteft  examination  of  the 
nature  and  effects  of  this  malady,  which  is 
uniformly  found  on  infpection,  where  it  ter- 
minates fatally,  to  go  on  in  its  operation,  to 
the  ultimate  deftruction  of  almoft  all  the 
bones,  ligaments,  and  cartilages  connected 
with  the  hip  joint*. 

The  difeafe  here  treated  of,  is  not  fatal  in 
its  firft  attacks,  nor  productive  for  fome  time, 
of  very  great,  or  infupportable  inconvenien- 
ces j  it  is  in  moft  inftances,  confiderably  ad- 
vanced in  its  dangerous  progrefs,  before  ap- 
plication is  made  to  the  furgeon,  who  has 
but  feldom,  a  fair  occafion  to  attend  to  it,  in 
its  firft  beginning  and  earlieft  ftage;  and 
whenever  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  trace  its 

*  See  plate  VI. 
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primary  operation,  and  ill  effects  by  direc- 
tion, it  can  only  happen,  when  the  patient 
falls  accidentally  a  victim  to  fome  other  dif- 
eafe.  Rarely  as  this  is  likely  to  take  place  in 
the  practice  of  an  individual,  it  has  however 
occurred  to  me,  more  than  once,  and  war- 
rants me  to  affirm,  that  a  confiderable  caries 
of  bone,  in  the  cotyloid  cavity,  or  in  the  head 
of  the  thigh  bone,  may  exift,  before  any  ex- 
ternal fymptom  could  have  afcertained  fuch 
a  circumftance. 

The  following  is  the  cafe  of  a  patient, 
who  fuffered  from  the  difeafe  of  the  hip 
joint,  for  feveral  months  labouring  under- the 
primary  fymptoms  characteriftic  of  this 
complaint,  but  finally  deftroyed  by  a  violent 
fever,  not  apparently  connected  with  his  lo- 
cal complaint. 

Thomas  Welfh,  a  boy  ten  years  of  age, 
of  a  fair  complexion,  brown  hair,  born  of 
healthy  parents,  both  living  at  this  time,  re- 
ceived a  blow  on  his  groin,  about  fourteen 
months  before  his  death,  from  a  cricket  ball, 
thrown  with  confiderable  force.    His  mo* 

c  3  ther. 
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ther,  foon  after  he  received  the  blow,  thought 
that  he  halted  a  little,  bat  his  lamenefs  was 
not  very  apparent.  It  was  not  however,  till 
eight  months  after  the  accident  happened, 
that  it  was  judged  neceffary  to  have  recourfe 
to  a  furgeon  for  advice.  The  lamenefs  at 
this  period  was  very  perceptible,  and  the  pain 
in  the  groin  and  thigh,  mooting  backwards 
toward  the  nates,  was  fo  acute,  that,  although 
naturally  a  chearful  child,  he  could  not  con- 
tain himfelf  from  frequent  fcrcaming. 

He  had  now  become  uneafy,  reftlefs,  and 
was  continually  getting  up  from  his  chair, 
particularly  at  his  meals,  which  he  prefer- 
red taking  in  an  erccT:  pofture,  refting  on 
the  found  leg,  or  frequently  fhifting  about, 
to  vary  his  mode  of  ftanding.  His  health 
in  other  refpedts  did  not  appear  to  be  much 
affected,  his  appetite  was  good,  and,  his 
fleep  was  not  much  interrupted,  till  a 
ihort  time  before  his  death,  when  he  be- 
gan to  cough,  and  to  mew  fy mptoms  of 
weakncfs . 

At  the  time  he  was  brought  to  the  Weft- 
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minfter  General  Difpenfary  for  affiftance, 
the  pain  had  become  more  violent  in  the 
groin,  and  in  the  thigh  ;  a  very  confiderable 
degree  of  lamenefs  was  manifeft,  and  the 
inguinal  lymphatic  glands  were  fwelled  :  a 
cauftic  was  then  applied  to  the  hip,  a  little 
behind  the  great  trochanter  ;  foon 'after  this 
application,  he  grew  fo  much  better  that  he 
indulged  himfelf  in  the  ufual  paftime  of 
boys,  jumping  with  a  rope,  and  ftanding 
upon  his  head  ;  his  cough  was  much  abated, 
and  the  pain  in  his  hip  was  entirely  gone. 
The  limb  notwithftanding,  ftill  appeared  to 
be  wafted,  and  was  certainly  elongated. 

Soon  after  this  time  he  was  feized  with  a 
fever,  attended  with  petechia,  which  put 
an  end  to  his  life  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
days.  I  obtained  leave  to  examine  the  limb, 
and  found  the  elongation  ftill  very  evi- 
dent, and  demonftrable  in  the  dead  body. 
There  was  in  the  cavity  of  the  hip  joint,  a 
fmall  quantity,  about  a  tea-fpoonful  of  mat- 
ter ;  the  head  of  the  thigh  bone  was  a  little 
inflamed,  the  capfular  ligament  rather  thick- 
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ened,  the  ligamentum  teres  united  in  its  na- 
tural way  with  the  acetabulum  :  the  carti- 
lage lining  the  cotyloid  cavity  eroded  in  one 
place*,  with  a  fmall  aperture,  through  which 
a  probe  might  be  paffed,  underneath  the  car- 
tilage, into  the  internal  iurface  of  the  os 
pubis,  on  one  fide,  and  on  the  other,  into 
the  os  ifchii ;  the  oppohte  or  external  part  of 
the  os  innominatum  mewing  more  appear- 
ance of  difeafe,  than  the  cotyloid  cavity*. 

Some  time  before,  I  had  examined  by  dif- 
fection,  another  difeafe  of  the  hip  joint, 
which  had  not  proceeded  to  an  external  fup- 
puration ;  but  not  having  preferved  the  mor- 
bid parts,  I  can  only  fay,  that  the^  difeafe 
was  in  this  fubjecl  farther  advanced,  that 
the  limb  was  beginning  to  fhorten,  and  to 
be  contracted  forward,  that  the  patient,  who 
was  a  boy  at  fchool,  being  thrown  over  a 
form,  was  taken  home  in  great  pain,  and 
died  in  a  few  days  after,  with  fever  and  con- 
vulfions. 


*  See  plate  III.  fig.  I.  and  II. 
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On  examination  of  the  joint  after  death, 
there  was  no  appearance  of  inflammation,  no 
tenfion,  or  fwelling  externally,  but  the  co- 
tyloid cavity  was  thoroughly  carious,  the 
cartilages  eroded,  and  the  head,  and  part  of 
the  neck  of  the  thigh  bone  crumbled  away. 

The  foregoing  cafes  duly  confidered,  fug- 
geft  various  reafonings,  and  feem  to  war- 
rant the  following  conclufion  :  namely,  that 
a  morbid  ftate  of  the  cartilages  and  bones, 
which  form  the  hip  joint,  is  the  real  origin, 
and  efficient  caufe  of  the  whole  train  of 
alarming  fymptoms,  which  accompany  this 
difeafe,  from  its  earlieil  appearance  to  its  ul- 
timate termination. 

The  carious  flate  of  the  bones  in  ques- 
tion, is  not  therefore  the  efTecl:,  but  the  caufe 
of  the  formation  of  matter,  and  this  caries 
is  not  to  be  attributed  to  a  difordered  ftate  of 
the  fynovia,  corroding  the  head  of  the  bone 
and  the  cotyloid  cavity,  nor  to  the  acrimony 
of  any  matter  collected  there,  and  fuppofed 
to  produce  this  ill  efTed.  There  is  a  ne- 
ceffity  for  afcertaining  diftindions  of  this 
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nature,  in  order  to  found  the  proper  indica- 
tion of  a  mode  of  cure  :  for,  if  this  dif- 
eafe  were  to  be  afcribed  to  the  caufes  above 
mentioned,  either  an  acrimonious  ftate  of 
fynovia,  or  an  exigence  of  matter  of  a  cor- 
rofive  quality  in  the  joint,  a  pradice  very 
different,  from  what  is  now  generally  pur- 
fued,  would  certainly  be  preferable. 

Mr.  Freke,  in  his  »  Effay  on  the  art  of 
healing, "  p.  2i8,  conceiving  the  caries 
of  bone,  in  the  difeafe  here  treated  of,  to 
be  the  effect  of  an  acrimonious  fynovia,  re- 
commends an  early  opening  into  the  joint,  as 
the  beft  method  of  preventing  the  future  per- 
nicious confequences.    He  compares  the  ufe 
of  fynovia  to  "  Good  olive  oil  for  locks," 
but,  adds  he,  "  If  oil  of  vitriol  be  ufed  in- 
flead  of  it,  the  efFecl:  need  not  to  be  told. " 

It  muftbe  admitted,  that,  if  Mr.  Freke 's 
theory  of  this  difeafe  were  unqueftionable, 
the  early  opening,  he  recommends,  would 
be  the  moft  eligible  practice,  as  tending  to 
difcharge,  in  the  quickeft  way  poflible,  the 

noxious 
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noxious  fluid.    It  is  however  certain,  that 
fuch  a  pradice  is  found  by  experience  to  be 
injurious j  for  the  opening  of  abfceffes  of 
joints,  whether  it  be  made  by  caultic,  inci- 
fion,  or  feton,  has  not  the  fuppofed  ten- 
dency to  prevent,  but  on  the  contrary,  is 
known  to  increafe  the  difpohtion  to  caries, 
and  rauft  confequently,  promote  and  accele- 
rate every  bad  fymptom,  refulting,  fooner 
or  later,  from  the  ftrumous  indifpofition  of 
the  affected  part. 

It  may  ftiU  be  thought,  and  urged  againft 
what  has  been  advanced,  that  it  contravenes 
a  common  opinion,  that  the  caufe  of  this 
difeafe  is  not  primarily  to  be  looked  for  in 
the  joint  itfelf,  that  it  may  as  well  be  fup- 
pofed, to  originate  in  the  more  external 
parts,  in  the  involucra  of  the  joint,  in  the 
cellular  membrane,  in  the  periofteum  of  the 
bones,  in  the  mufcles,  or  in  the  lymphatic 
glands.    It  may  be  faid  too,  that  fuch  a 
caries  of  bone,  or  fuch  a  difpofition  to  ca- 
ries, as  is  ftated  in  the  cafe,  above  mention- 
ed, cannot  well  be  conceived  to  exift  in  fo 

early 
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early  a  period  of  this  complaint,  and  yet 
continue  fo  long  latent,  to  all  external  ap- 
pearance inadive,  or  by  its  operation  pro- 
ducing no  very  dangerous  ill  effeds. 

This  objection  is  the  more  fpecious  and 
plaufible,  as  it  is  admitted,  that  the  fubjeds 
of  this  diforder,  neverthelefs  enjoy  a  me- 
diocrity of  general  health,  and,  for  no  in- 
confiderable  fpace  of  time,  are  but  little  dif- 
trefled  by  its  local  inconveniences  :  where- 
as in  no  very  diffimilar  cafes,  a  difeafe  in 
bones  of  lefs  magnitude,  and  in  parts  of 
lefs  importance  to  the  animal  ceconomy,  dis- 
covers itfelf  frequently  with  much  greater 
rapidity,  by  hedical  fymptoms,  and  other 
very  confpicuous  ill  effeds.  It  may  be  added 
to  all  this,  that  fuch  a  caries  of  bone  in  a 
part,  fo  liable  to  fridion  as  the  hip  joint, 
would  moft  probably  caufe  inflammation, 
and  bring  on  fuppuration,   much  fooner 
than  it  ufually  takes  place,  according  to  the 
foregoing  account  of  the  difeafe. 

Such  analogical  reafonings  without  doubt 
may  be  fpecioufly  urged,  and  may  be  fairly 
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anfwcred  by  arguments,  deduced  likewife 
from  analogy.  But,  what  is  to  be  gained  by 
oppofmg  fuppofitions  to  facts  ?  The  latter 
remain  invariably  the  fame,  however  we  may 
vary  in  our  opinions  about  them.  The  facts, 
with  regard  to  the  morbid  anatomy  of  this 
difeafe  in  its  earlier  ftages,  can  only  be  proved 
by  the  diffections  of  fubjects,  who  happen  to 
die  during  its  firft  attack. 

In  considering  however,  the  objections  be- 
fore mentioned,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  in 
vital  parts  of  the  human  fyftem,  even  in  the 
brain  *,  ftrumous  indurations  are  known  to 
fubfift,  without  certain  indication,  or  im- 
mediate difcovery  of  their  dangerous  ten- 
dency :  their  mifchievous  effects  are  often 
flow  and  gradual,  and  the  fatal  fymptoms 
do  not  appear  till  fome  time  after,  accord- 
ing to  the  natural  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  or 
its  exacerbation  from  fome  external  or  inter- 
nal caufe,  which  excites  an  inflammatory 
diathefls  in  the  part. 


*  See  London  Medical  Journal,  Vol.  II.  p.  56. 
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In  like  manner,  a  ftrumous  induration,  and 
enlargement  of  the  liver,  or  of  the  fplecn 
often  fubfifts,  and  is  known  as  a  chronic 
difeafe,  by  its  effects  on  the  animal  ceco- 
mmy,  for  a  long  time,  before  it  produces 
inflammation,  or  fuppuration  in  the  fub- 
ftance  of  thofe  vifcera,  an  accumulation  of 
water  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  or  any 
of  thofe  fymptoms,  which  are  the  final,  and 
fatal  confequences  of  the  original  difeafe. 

Even  in  the  lungs,  that  part  of  the  hu- 
man body,  moft  fubject  to  ftrumous  affec- 
tions, and  neceffarily  in  continual  motion,  a 
difpoiition  to  pulmonary  phthifis,  is  well 
known  to  exift,  long  before  its  fatal  termi- 
nation, in  tubercles  and  fuppuration. 

But  to  inftitute  an  analogical  reafoning, 
much  more  nearly  allied  to  the  difeafe  in 
quefrion,  is  it  not  well  known,  that  in  the 
difeafe  of  the  incurvated  fpine,  fo  accurate- 
ly defcribed  by  Mr.  Pott,  a  difpofition  to 
caries,  and  even  a  deftruction  of  parts  muff, 
neceffarily  have  taken  place,  before  the  ca- 
ries, is  indicated,  or  afcertained,  by  that  an- 
gular 
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gular  incurvation,  which  is  the  marked  ef- 
fect of  a  lofs  of  fubftance,  in  the  anteriour 
part  of  the  body  of  the  vertebrae  ?  Every 
joint  of  the  upper,  and  lower  extremities, 
occasionally  exhibits  a  {humous  indifpoli- 
tion  of  its  cartilages  or  bones,  and  this  may 
exift  for  a  very  confiderable  time,  with  more 
or  lefs  local  inflammation,  before  an  exter- 
nal fuppuration  takes  place. 

The  difeafe  of  the  hip  joint,  produces  a 
weaknefs  of  the  lower  limb,  neceffary  to  be 
diftinguiftied  from  a  paralytic  affedtion,  to 
which  it  is  liable  in  common  with  other 
parts  of  the  body ;  and  it  is  likewife  requi- 
site to  difcriminate  it  from  that  partial  debi- 
lity, often  incident  to  the  lower  limb,  in  the 
complaint,  which  is  well  known  by  the 
name  of  pfoas  abfeefs. 

As  the  difeafe  of  the  hip  joint  gradually 
advances  towards  fuppuration,  in  the  courfe 
of  its  natural  progrefs,  the  local  injury  of 
the  joint  becomes  evident  from  external  ap- 
pearances ;  but  in  the  beginning,  and  earlier 
periods  of  the  calamity,  its  diagnoftic  figns, 

although 
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although  highly  neceffary  to  be  fixed,  arc 
not  always  obvious. 

The  pain  in  the  knee,  the  flattened  ap- 
pearance of  the  nates,  the  elongation  of  the 
limb,  the  uneafinefs  felt  in  moving  the  joint, 
clearly  difcriminate  the  hip  difeafe  from  a 
paralytic  affection.  The  fame  fymptoms 
ferve  in  fome  meafure,  to  diftinguifh  it  from 
the  abfcefs  known  in  many  cafes,  to  origi- 
nate from  a  caries  of  the  lower  dorfal  verte- 
brae or  thofe  of  the  loins,  near  the  origin 
of  the  pfoas  major. 

In  the  pfoas  abfcefs,  the  matter  fecreted 
in  confequence  of  caries,  is  prevented  from 
making  its  way  outward  on  the  back,  by 
the  thicknefs  of  the  bones,  and  the  ftrong 
compages  of  the  mufcles  on  the  loins,  and 
is  frill  more  ftrongly  retrained  from  making 
its  way  forward,  by  the  peritoneum,  vif- 
cera,  and  abdominal  mufcles  ;  it  therefore 
falls  down  on  the  pfoas  mufcle,  and  palling 
under  Poupart's  ligament,  fometimes  pufhes 
outward  in  the  groin ;  but  more  generally, 
purfuing  the  courfe  of  that  mufcle,  forms 

an 
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an  abfcefs  near  its  infertion  in  the  infide  of 
the  thigh. 

In  the  progrefs  of  this  abfcefs,  there  are 
fome  external  fy  mptoms,  not  unlike  thofe  of 
the  hip  difeafe.  Of  thefe,  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  mention  here,  that  the  thigh  is  ge- 
nerally bent  forward,  which  gives  a  flatten- 
ed appearance  to  the  nates  on  the  fide  af- 
fected j  this  fymptom,  in  the  difeafe. of  the 
hip  joint,  feems  to  arife  from  the  inability, 
which  the  patient  feels  of  fupporting  the 
trunk  on  the  infirm  joint;  whereas,  in  the 
pfoas  abfcefs,  the  fimilar  circumftance  of  the 
thigh,  being  bent  forward  and  upward,  fo 
as  vifibly,  to  give  the  appearance  of  depref- 
fion  to  the  glutaei  mufcles,  may  probably  be 
owing  to  the  irritated  condition,  to  which 
the  pfoas  mufcle  may  be  fubje&ed,  from  the 
weak  and  morbid  ftate  of  that  part  of  the 
bone,  into  which  its  origin  is  inferted*. 

In 


*  I  have  confidered  the  pfoas  abfcefs,  as  originating 
from  difeafe  in  the  anteriour  part  of  the  lower  dorfal,  or 
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In  difcrim  mating  between  the  abfcefs  of 
the  hip  joint,  and  that  proceeding  from 
difeafed  vertebrae,  it  muft  alfo  be  remar- 
ked, that  in  the  latter  difeafe,  the  mat- 
ter mmiuating  itfelf  between  the  mufcles  of 
the  back,  does  at  times  make  its  way  outward 
on  the  loins,  and  even  on  the  nates,  and 
often  burfls  nearly  in  the  fame  place,  where 
the  abfcefs  of  the  hip  joint  frequently  ap- 
pears. Neverthelefs  the  furgeon,  who  at- 
tends carefully  to  the  antecedent  fymptoms, 
will  not  find  it  difficult  to  difcover  the 
real  feat  of  the  difeafe,  which  is  of  the  ut- 
moff.  importance  to  afcertain  with  precifion, 
in  the  firft  inftance,  in  order  to  inftitute  a 
proper  mode  of  cure :  although  in  the  latter 

the  lumbar  vertebrae  ;  although  this  may  not  be  univer- 
fally  the  cafe,  I  am  authorized  by  the  opinion  of  the 
moft  refpe&able  writers  to  fay  that  it  frequently  is  fo, 
and  from  my  own  experience  I  muft  affirm  that  when- 
ever I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  infpecting  after  death, 
the  morbid  ftate  of  the  parts  connected  with  this  difeafe, 
I  have  uniformly  found  a  very  confiderable  caries  of  the 
bones  above  mentioned. 

ilages 
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ftao-es  of  thefe  different  abfceffes,  the  true 
knowledge  of  their  locality,  is  not  equally 
effential,  as  the  treatment  of  both  neceflarily 
becomes  the  fame,  or  very  fimilar. 

The  elongation  and  wafting  of  the  limb, 
the  pain  in  the  knee,  the  uneafinefs  felt  in 
moving  the  head  of  the  thigh  bone  in  its 
focket,  are  all  prominent  and  chara&eriftic 
features  of  the  hip  difeafe  :  if  yet  at  times, 
there  may  be  appearances  in  the  pfoas  ab- 
fcefs,  which  bear  fome  refemblance  to  thofe 
fymptoms,  it  muft  certainly  be  admitted,  that 
they  are  by  no  means  fo  ftrongly  marked,  as 
they  are  in  the  abfcefs  of  the  hip  joint : 
moreover,  the  pfoas  abfcefs  has  generally  one 
leading  fymptom  peculiar  to  itfelf,  namely, 
a  fenfation  of  weaknefs  in  the  loins,  near  the 
origin  of  the  pfoas  mufcle,  attended  with  a 
degree  of  tendernefs,  difcoverable  by  the 
touch,  if  the  parts  undergo  a  minute  ex- 
amination. 
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SECT.  II. 

Obfervations  on  the  Modes  of  Treatment  iifually 
employed  for  the  Relief  or  Cure  of  the 
Difeafe  of  the  Hip  Joint. 

Having,  in  the  preceding  fection,  pre- 
mifed  fome  general  obfervations  on  the  dif- 
eafe of  the  hip  joint,  on  the  ways  of  as- 
certaining its  exigence,  and  the  means  of 
difting  uiming  it  from   the  moll  rimilar 
complaints,  I  may  now  fuppofe  a  cafe  of 
this  difeafe ;  let  it  be  ftated  then,  as  in  its 
early  ftage,  not  yet  fo  far  advanced,  as  to 
be  productive  of  any  manifeh:  indications  of 
external  fuppuration ;  I  fhall  only  fuppofe 
its  actual  exiftence,  and  locality  afcertained, 
or  at  leaft  ftrongly  marked  by  pathognomo- 
nic fymptoms. 

The  firft  object  of  immediate  inquiry , 
muft  neceiTarily  be,  what  is  the  bell  method 
to  be  taken,  to  relieve  the  inconveniences 

d  3  it 
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it  has  already  occafioned,  and  to  prevent  the 
future  calamities,  likely  to  arife  from  the 
difeafe  left  to  its  natural  courfe. 

In  the  confideration  of  a  remedy,  or  mode 
of  treatment,  adequate  to  remove  a  com- 
plaint, which  is  either  a  difpofition  to  caries, 
or  a  real  caries,  actually  exifting  in  the  bones 
of  the  hip  joint ;  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  enu- 
merate the  great  diverfity,  and  contrariety 
of  fomentations,  plafters,  and  embrocations, 
which  have  been  tried,  repeated,  and  re- 
commended by  regulars,  and  irregulars  in 
the  practice  of  phyfic,  and  furgery. 

Internal  medicines  have  not  been  more 
fuccefsfulj  hemlock  and  burnt  fponge,  pre- 
parations of  mercury  and  antimony,  have 
been  all  employed  to  remedy  this  difeafe, 
without  the  record  of  a  fingle  fortunate 
event:  nor  have  tonic  remedies  been  ufed 
with  greater  advantage  :  the  cold  bath,  fo 
far  as  my  experience  goes,  has  been  uni- 
formly detrimental,  without  the  fhadow  of 
an  exception,  and  the  peruvian  bark  does 

not 


[    39  1 

not  feem  to  polTefs  any  powerful  influence 
over  this  complaint,  although  it  may  be 
found  ferviceable  in  particular  cafes,  where 
colliquative  fweats,  and  fymptoms  of  great 
weaknefs,  feem  to  arife  from  the  general 
debility  of  the  habit,  during  the  natural  pro- 
grefs  of  the  malady. 

Bathing  in  fea  water,  both  warm  and 
cold,  has  been,  from  the  earlieft  records  of 
medicine,  an  ufual  practice  in  fcrophulous 
complaints.  The  elder  Pliny*  mentions  it 
as  a  remedy  ufed  in  his  time  for  difeafed 
bones,  as  well  as  other  diforders.  In  mo- 
dern practice,  it  is  notorious,  that  for  al- 
moll  every  difeafe,  which  can  be  attributed 
to  a  ftrumous  taint,  patients  refort  to  places 
lituated  on  the  fea  coaft,  either  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  bathing  in  the  natural  marine  ele- 
ment, or  for  ufing  it  as  a  warm  bath,  and  in 
fome  cafes,  to  experience  the  alteration,  like- 
ly to  refult  from  an  exchange  of  the  pol- 

*  Hiftor.  Natural.  Lib.  30.  cap.  6. 
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luted  atmofphere  of  a  large  city,  for  that  of 
an  open  country  near  the  fea. 

The  benefits,  derived  from  this  plan  in 
many  fcrophulous  cafes,  are  fo  very  ob- 
vious, that  they  leave  no  room  for  fcepti- 
cifm  to  doubt  of  their  reality,  and  feem  to 
warrant  the  propriety  of  trying  the  fame 
method  of  cure,  in  almoft  all  cafes  evident- 
ly of  the  fame  nature.  It  is  neverthelefs 
certain,  that  fea  bathing  is  beneficial  only  in 
particular  cafes,  and  by  no  means,  to  be 
confidered  as  a  fpecific  remedy  in  every  dif- 
eafe  of  a  fcrophulous  tendency.  In  mala- 
dies of  this  defcription,  which  principally 
affect  the  lungs  and  other  vifcera,  its  effi- 
cacy is  very  problematical,  and  even  breath- 
ing in  an  air  near  the  fea,  has  been  account- 
ed by  phyficians,  to  be  prejudicial  in  pul- 
monary complaints*. 

It  is  not  uncommon,  to  find  many  cafes 
of  the  abfcefs  of  the  hip  joint,  complicated 
with  a  delicate  and  irritable  ftate  of  the  lungs, 

*  See  Dr.  Carmichael  Smyth,  on  confumptions. 

which 
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which  creates  an  infuperable  objection  to  cold 
fea  bathing,  but,  as  this  circumftance  does 
not  always  occur  in  the  ftrumous  indif- 
pofition  of  the  bones  of  the  hip  joint,  a  re- 
medy, known  as  fea  bathing  is,  to  be  pow- 
erfully adapted  to  counterad  fcrophulous  ten- 
dency, deferves  a  fair  trial,  and  promifes  to 
be  ufeful  in  the  very  early  ftages  of  the  dif- 
eafe.    It  is  not  unlikely,  but  that  in  fuch  an 
early  period,  fea  air,  and  fea  bathing  might 
check  the  ftrumous  taint,  and  otherwife  in- 
vigorate the  conftitution,  fo  far,  that  the  part 
more  immediately  affeded,  might  refume  a 

healthy  tone. 

But  in  my  own  experience,  I  have  al- 
ways found,  that  fea  bathing  is  not  to  be 
depended  upon,  when  the  difeafe  is  confi- 
derably  advanced,  that  is,  when  violent  pain, 
diftortion  of  the  hip,  contraction  and  ftiort- 
ening  of  the  limb  take  place,  and  manifeftly 
mark  a  prevalent  caries,  and  an  impending 
danger  of  external  fuppuration.  In  fuch 
cafes,  fea  bathing  is  frequently  followed, 

by 
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by  fome  of  the  moft  dangerous  fymptoms 
of  this  difeafe. 

There  can  be  little  doubt,  but  that  every 
degree  of  motion,  produced  in  diftempered 
bones,  where  the  cartilages  are  known  to  be 
abraded,  mull:  be  highly  hazardous.  Now 
it  is  almoft  impoffible,  to  have  recourfe  to 
the  remedy  of  fea  bathing,  without  irritat- 
ing the  parts  by  unavoidable  motion,  and 
can  there  be  any  thing  more  likely  to  hap- 
pen, than  that  the  fri&ion  of  unfound,  or 
injured  bones  will  create  mifchief,  out  of  all 
proportion,  overbalancing  any  good,  which 
can  reafonably  be  expected,  from  the  invi- 
gorating quality  of  fea  bathing  ? 

Warm  bathing,  in  a  natural  or  artificial 
marine  bath,  is  not  liable  to  all  the  objec- 
tions againft  bathing  in  the  open  fea. 

This  is  a  remedy,  which  appears  alfo 
from  Pliny,  to  have  had  the  fuffrage,  and 
have  flood  the  telt  of  antiquity  j  and  it  has 
been  revived,  and  adopted  by  modern  fur- 
geons,  who  continually  experience  the  inef- 

ficacy 
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ficacy  of  the  medicines,  recommended  in 
fcrophulous  complaints ;  but  certainly,  there 
are  not  yet  on  record,  a  fufficient  number  of 
fuccefsful  inftances  of  its  ufefulnefs,  to  jus- 
tify fuch  a  decided  preference  of  warm  fea 
bathing,  as  to  exclude  the  confideration,  or 
fuperfede  the  ufe,  of  topical  applications. 

Dr.  Charlton,  in  his  treatife  on  the  Bath 
waters,  has  given  a  ihort  account  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  and  has  publifhed  a  few  cafes,  with  a 
view  of  afcertaining  the  utility  of  warm  bath- 
ing in  this  complaint.  Thefe  cafes  are  much 
in  favour  of  warm  bathing,  for  which  he  is 
an  advocate,  and  his  account  of  the  fymp- 
toms  of  the  difeafe,  is  fo  evidently  copied 
from  nature,  that  it  would  be  an  injuftice, 
not  to  tranfcribe  the  whole. 

Without  giving  much  credit  to  the  mineral 
impregnation  of  the  Bath  waters,  as  mate- 
rially ufeful  in  this  complaint,  I  had  con- 
ceived that  the  benefit,  which  Dr.  Charl- 
ton's patients  received,  might  have  been  jufh 
as  well  derived,  merely  from  an  immerfion. 

in 
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in  common  warm  water.  Accordingly,  I 
recommended  warm  bathing,  in  common 
water,  in  feveral  cafes  of  the  early  ftage  of 
the  difeafe  of  the  hip  joint,  and  I  generally 
found  that  my  patients  were  relieved  from 
fome  of  the  moft  painful  fymptoms,  but 
that  the  relief  was  not  permanent.  Never- 
thelefs,  I  ftill  am  of  opinion,  that  the  warm 
bath  ought  not  to  be  altogether  rejected  ; 
it  does  not  much  interfere  with  the  ufe 
of  topical  remedies,  more  efpecially,  that 
of  bleeding  by  leeches  ;  and  it  might  at  all 
times  be  adopted  with  confiderable  advant- 
age, previous  to  the  application  of  blifters, 
or  of  the  cauftic. 

Dr.  Charlton,  after  reciting  two  cafes 
of  the  difeafe  in  the  hip  joint,  cured  in 
the  Bath  Hofpital,  fays,  that  patients  are 
"  frequently  fent  to  Bath,  whofe  complaint, 
"  in  the  defcription  given  of  their  cafes, 
"  is  faid  to  be  the  fciatica,  or  hip  gout. 
"  But  as  the  fymptoms  of  their  difeafe  are 
"  not  confined  to  the  idea,  which  this  term 
"  conveys,  I  mall  here  enumerate  them." 

"  If 
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««  If  you  inquire  of  thefe  patients,  where 
their  pain  is  fituated  ?  Some  will  point  to 
the  o-roin :  fome,  to  the  great  trochanter 
of  the  thigh  bone  ;  and  others  to  the 
junction  of  the  os  innominatum  with  the 
os  facrum.    Temporary  pains  are  alfo 
often  fpoke  of  in  the  knee,  the  fhin,  and 
the  ankle  of  the  difeafed  limb.    Pain  in 
the  acetabulum  of  the  os  innominatum,  is 
frequently  never  mentioned,  and  many  of 
thefe  patients  can  bear  to  have  the  head 
of  the  thigh  bone,  moved  round  in  its 
focket  without  the  leaft  uneafinefs.  The 
difeafed  limb  is  fometimes  fhorter  than 
the  found  one ;  but  it  is  much  more  fre- 
quently longer ;  if  the  buttocks  be  exa- 
mined, that  of  the.  difeafed  fide,  will  be 
found  lower  than  that  of  the  well  fide.  I 
have  feen  feveral  inftances,  where  the  ob- 
'  tufe  procefs  of  the  os  innominatum,  has 
'  been  an  inch  and  a  half  lower  than  its 
'  natural  fituation. " 

"  This  diforder  is  fometimes  brought  on 
1  by  colds,  which  have  been  caught  by  fir-. 

"  ting 
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'*  ting  on  the  damp  ground.  Sometimes  it 
M  is  the  confequence  of  external  injuries  ;  as 
"  falls,  leaping  down  from  high  places,  &c. 
"  And  very  often  no  aflignable  reafon  can 
"  be  given  for  it.  It  happens  indifferently 
"  to  perfons  of  all  ages  and  conftitutions. 
"  I  could  never  difcover,  after  the  moll  care- 
"  ful  inquiry,  that  thofe  of  fcrophulous  ha- 
"  bits,  were  more  liable  to  its  attacks  than 
"  others,  who  had  ever  been  free  from  glan- 
"  dular  obftruclions." 

u  Its  approaches  are  generally  made  by 
*'  flow  and  almoft  imperceptible  degrees.  A 
"  kind  of  wearinefs,  and  inaptitude  to  mo- 
M  tion,  is  at  firft  perceived  in  the  limb; 
*'  which,  in  children,  has  frequently  been 
"  taken  for  fome  trick  they  had  got  in 
"  walking,  till  the  fubfequent  pains  have 
"  at  length,  given  but  too  convincing  a 
"  proof  to  the  contrary.  The  miferable  pa- 
*  tient  often  long  languiflies  under  this  cruel 
"  difeafe.  His  pain  grows  more  continual 
"  and  more  violent.  Inflammation  arifes, 
«  matter  is- formed,  a  hedtic  fucceeds,  and 

*'  he 
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"  he  dies  tabid.  Or,  if  the  abfcefs  breaks, 
*'  or  is  opened,  the  flux  of  matter  is  ufualfy 
"  more  than  his  ftrength  can  fupport,  and 
"  he  finks  under  the  difcharge.  " 

"  Dr.  Oliver  juftfy  remarks,  that,  when 
•*  the  cafe  is  recent,  and  the  patient  young, 
"  our  waters  frequently  effecT:  a  cure.  To 
"  which  I  mutt  add,  that,  when  the  dif- 
"  eafe  has  been  of  long  ftanding,  they  fel- 
44  dom  do  much  fervice,  and  if  the  parts 
m  are  much  inflamed,  but  particularly  if 
**  matter  is  formed,  the  ufe  of  them  is 
M  highly  injurious." 

44  Our  ufual  method  of  treating  fuch  cafes 
44  is  as  follows :  we  do  every  thing  we  can 
44  to  prevent  inflammation,  or  if  it  exifts, 
4t  to  remove  it.  We  depend  more  on  the 
44  external,  than  on  the  internal  ufe  of  the 
44  waters.  And  fuch  patients  are  ufualfy 
44  retrained  from  drinking  them,  till  the 
"  diieafe  begins  to  give  way;  and  even  then 
44  they  are  prefcribed  in  fmall  quantity,  and 
* 4  are  fometimes  foftened  with  milk,  or  cool- 
*4  ed  with  fpirit  of  nitre.    We  frequently 

"  purge 
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purge  fuch  patients,  and  with  advantage. 
Some  of  them  require,  and  are  benefited 
by  mercurial  phyfic.  Bleeding  is  not 
omitted,  cupping  of  the  part  is  exceed- 
ingly ferviceable,  and  emetics  are  often 
very  ufeful.  All  thefe  feveral  evacuations 
are  repeated  during  a  courfe  of  bathing, 
as  circumftances  demand. " 
14  When  the  patient  bears  bathing  well, 
that  is,  if  his  pain  is  not  increafed  by  it, 
and  more  particularly  if  it  abates  his  pain, 
we  reafonably  entertam  hopes  of  his  re- 
covery. But  bathing,  though  it  mould 
confiderably  leflen  the  fymptoms  of  the 
difeafe,  yet  it  is  not  always  able  to  per- 
fect its  cure.  In  this  cafe,  we  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  pump,  and  the  fuccefs  an- 
fwers  our  willies.  This  application,  how- 
ever, muft  be  made  with  great  caution  ; 
and  mould  immediately  be  defifted  from, 
if  the  pain  is  increafed  by  it.  Under  the 
circumftances  of  the  patients  being  reliev- 
ed, though  not  cured  by  bathing,  and  yet 
unable  to  bear  the  pump,  I  have  known 

«f  him 
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"  him  receive  the  greateft  advantages  from 
"  emetics,  and  the  application  of  lime  ca- 
"  taplafms,  fometimes  of  blifters,  to  the 
"  difeafed  parts." 

"  When  bathing  makes  fuch  patients  fe- 
"  verifli,  and  increafes  their  pains,  no  be- 
"  nefit  is  to  be  expected  from  it ;  particu- 
"  larly,  if  after  carefully  repeated  .trials, 

thefe  efTe&s  are  conftantly  obferved.  And 
' '  if  they  are  fent  to  us  in  the  laft  ftages  of 
"  the  difeafe,  when  matter  is  formed  in  the 
"  part  (which  too  Frequently  happens)  we 
"  are  obliged  to  return  them  to  their  homes, 
"  as  foon  as  poffible.'* 

Topical  bleedings,  blifters,  fetons,  and 
iffues,  come  next  under  coniideration,  as 
means,  which  have  a  general  tendency  to 
retard  the  progrefs,  and  counteracl:  the  ope- 
ration of  a  ftrumous  affection  of  the  hip 
joint,  in  its  early  ftate. 

Bleeding  with  leeches  has  long  been  found 
by  experience,  a  remedy  of  great  efficacy, 
in  checking  inflammations  of  external  parts, 
andconfequenlly,  is  well  calculated  to  prevent 

e  the 
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the  formation  of  an  abfcefs.  It  has  in  modern 
practice  been  ufed  with  great  freedom,  and 
fome  fuccefs,  in  tumours  of  a  fcirrhous  ten- 
dency, and  in  deep-feated  itrumous  difor- 
ders.  Doubtlefs,  whatever  has  a  well-known 
and  powerful  influence,  in  retarding  external 
inflammations,  may  naturally  be  fuppofed, 
not  to  be  altogether  inert,  when  applied  to 
thofe  parts,  which  are  lefs  fuperflcial. 

It  is  known  however,  that  in  this,  and 
many  other  fcrophulous  difeafes,  the  inflam- 
matory diathefis  is  indolent  during  the  firft 
attack,  and  is  not  difcoverable  by  the  ufual 
fymptoms  of  acute  pain,  and  fever.  On 
the  contrary,  the  patient  frequently  appears 
to  be  in  a  low,  enervated  ftate,  with  a  quick 
fmall  pulfe  and  a  variety  of  fymptoms,  in- 
dicating the  propriety  of  adopting  a  tonic, 
rather  than  an  antiphlogiftic  plan. 

It  happens  alfo,  not  unfrequently,  that 
furgical  ailiftance  is  not  folicited  on  its 
earlieft  necefhty ;  the  difeafe,  being  apt  in 
the  firft  inftance,  to  be  miftaken  for  rheu- 
matifm  or  fciatica  in  adults,  and  equally 

liable, 
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liable,  at  that  early  period,  to  be  imputed 
in  younger  fubjedts,  to  indolence,  to  worma 
in  the  inteftines ,  or  to  accidental  contuflons 
of  the  mufcular  parts. 

From  much  experience  of  the  good  effects 
of  repeated  applications  of  leeches  in  ftru- 
mous  affections  of  the  knee,  and  of  other 
joints,  I  conceive,  that  fuch  a  mode  of 
bleeding  would  be  very  ufeful  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  difeafe  of  the  hip  joint :  I  even, 
think,  it  might  be  ufed  with  great  advant- 
age, in  a  more  advanced  ftate  of  the  difor- 
der,  previous  to,  or  in  conjunction,  with 
other  applications,  when  the  great  and  prin- 
cipal object  is,  to  prevent  an  external  fup- 
puration. 

But  although  bleeding  by  leeches,  or  by 
fcarifications,  may  be  often  very  ufeful,  and 
always  fafe,  yet,  it  can  hardly  be  thought 
capable  of  effecting  univerfally,  a  complete 
alteration  for  the  better,  in  a  bone,  which  is 
already  carious,  or  has  at  leaft  a  manifeft 
ftrong  tendency  to  become  fo. 

The  topical  application  of  blifters,  is  re- 
e  2  com" 
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commended  from  general,  and  fuccefsful 
practice,  in  difeafes  nearly  allied  to  this  of 
the  hip  joint.    Inflammations  in  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen,  and  of  the  thorax,  arifing 
either  from  fudden  caufes,  or  from  ftrumous 
affections  of  the  vifcera,  are  known  to  be 
relieved  by  blifters  applied  over  the  difeafed 
parts.    Their  application  is  undoubtedly  fer- 
viceable,  on  the  firft  appearances  of  morbid 
difpofition  in  bones,  whether  it  arifes  from 
ftrumous  taint,  or  accidental  injuries. 

Caries,  or  a  difpofition  to  caries,  mani- 
fefted  by  a  thickened  periofteum,  and  ap- 
parent enlargement  of  bone,  in  the  clavicle, 
ulna,  radius,  tibia,  or  any  of  the  bones, 
which  lie  near  the  furface  of  the  body,  in 
the  joint  of  the  wrift,  that  of  the  elbow, 
and  even  of  the  knee,  is  generally  relieved, 
and  often  cured  by  the  repeated  applications 
of  blifters  to  the  affected  parts. 

In  enlargement  of  the  joints  of  the  fin- 
gers, proceeding  from  a  ftrumous  conftitu- 
tion,  and  in  that  enlargement  caufed  by  ex- 
ternal accidents,  the  beneficial  efficacy  of 

blifters. 
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blifters,  repeatedly  applied  round  the  affect- 
ed part,  is  inconteftable.  Under  this  appli- 
cation, the  enlargement  obvioufly  fub fides, 
the  crepitation  between  the  bones,  the  con- 
fequence  of  abrafion  of  the  cartilages  ceafes 
to  be  felt  when  the  blifter  begins  to  operate, 
the  ufe  of  the  joint  is  effectually  recovered, 
and  anchylolis  prevented. 

De  Haen  in  his  treatife  "  De  Morbo 
"  Coxario,55  affirms  it,  as  a  certainty  from 
his  own  experience,  and  that  of  Boerhaave, 
that  many  patients  have  been  relieved  in  this 
difeafe,  by  the  repeated  application  of  blif- 
ters  ;  he  regrets,  however,  that  every  prog- 
noftic  is  doubtful,  the  utmofr.  uncertainty 
arifing,  as  he  thinks,  from  the  great  variety 
of  caufes,  which  may  give  birth  to  the  dif- 
eafe, and  from  the  diveriity  of  the  parts, 
which  may  be  affected. 

The  real  nature  of  the  evil,  he  fays,  is  ab- 
folutely  unknown,  any  farther  than  as  it  is 
manifefted  by  its  effects.  As  to  the  feat  of 
the  difeafe,  he  considers  it,  as  exifting  in  the 

e  3  inte- 
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integuments,  in  the  cellular  membrane,  the 
membranous  fafcia,  the  mufcles,  the  invo- 
lucrum  of  the  ifchiadic  nerve,  the  periof- 
teum  of  the  bone,  the  capfular  ligamentf, 
the  cartilages,  the  bone  itfelf,  the  glan- 
dula  innominata,  the  ligamentum  teres,  or 
finally,  in  all  the  above  mentioned  parts  to- 
gether. 

In  this  defcription,  the  caufes  and  the 
confequences  of  the  complaint,  are  perhaps 
inaccurately  blended  together.  If  the  difeafe 
originated  in  the  integuments,  or  in  the  fu- 
perficial  parts,  there  is  the  greateft  reafon  to 
believe  that  topical  bleedings,  and  bliflers, 
would  accomplifh  an  effectual  cure.  But  to 
judge  in  this  cafe,  from  analogical  reafon- 
ings  drawn  from  difeafes,  where  the  effects 
of  external  treatment,  are  more  obvious  to 
our  fenfes,  there  appear  to  be  many,  and 
great  objections  againft  our  adopting  the 
opinion  of  De  Haen  on  the  hip  difeafe,  as 

* 

perfectly  juft:  and  fatis factory. 

There  is  an  infuperable  difficulty  in  our 
conceiving,  on  the  one  hand,  that  matter 

formed 
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formed  either  in,  or  near  the  cellular  mem- 
brane, mould  force  its  way  inward  through 
ftrong  ligaments  and  tendons,  to  deflroy  the 
joint,  inftead  of  pufhing  outward,  as  it  is 
well  known  to  do  invariably,  in  all  other 
parts,  where  ftrong  ligamentous,  or  bony 
compages  do  not  intervene  to  refill,  and 
fruftrate  its  external  appearance :  whereas, 
on  the  other  hand,  there  is  the  greater!:  faci- 
lity in  explaining  fatisfactorily,  the  fuppu- 
ration  of  the  external  parts  with  the  other 
fymptoms,  which  accompany  the  hip  difeafe, 
by  admitting  of  this  principle,  that  a  difeafe 
of  the  bone  itfelf,  or  of  its  inverting  carti- 
lage is  the  primary  caufe  of  the  fuppuration. 
If  this  principle  be  rejected,  thofe  impor- 
tant fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  muft  frill  re- 
main, unexplained,  or  inexplicable.  But  it 
may  be  recollected  here,  that  this  aflumed 
principle  has  been  confidered  as  a  fact,  ap- 
parently well  founded,  and  afcertained  by 
intuition  in  the  cafe,  before  related. 

The  application  of  blifcers  to  the  hip,  is 
no  doubt  very  ferviceable  in  the  earlier  ftages 
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of  its  difeafe ;  it  has  even  been  known  to 
produce  cures,  and  will  generally,  in  that 
ftate  of  the  complaint,  fufpend  the  difpoli- 
tion  to  caries  in  the  bone.  Neverthelefs,  it 
is  ftill  a  point  of  great  doubtfulnefs,  whe- 
ther this  application  alone  may  be  fecurely 
relied  upon,  for  fuch  an  effectual  cure  of  the 
difeafe,  as  will  to  a  certainty  prevent  its 
return. 

The  propriety,  and  efficacy  of  fuch  an 
application  in  cafes  of  difeafed  bones, 
which  lie  near  the  furface  of  the  body,  can- 
not be  controverted,  but  it  muff  be  confeffed 
at  the  fame  time,  that  an  application  of  this 
nature  may  not  be  equally  beneficial,  when 
the  difeafed  bone,  or  the  morbid  affection, 
is  more  remote  from  the  furface,  and  confe- 
quently  not  fo  immediately  fubjected  to  the 
action,  and  power  of  blifters. 

It  maybe  alledged,  indeed,  that  the  am- 
plitude of  the  furface  irritated,  and  the  co- 
pioufnefs  of  the  difcharge  proceeding  from 
an  extenfive  fore,  may  well  be  fuppofed  to 
compenfate  in  fome  meafure,  for  the  dif- 
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tance  of  the  blifter  from  the  affected  part. 
After  allowing  to  this  argument  its  full  force, 
and  admitting,  that  even  in  many  unpromi- 
fing  cafes,  bliftering  may  be  very  beneficial, 
efpecially,  when  favoured  by  the  conftitu- 
tions,  and  habits  of  the  patients,  Mil  it  is 
conceived,  that  this  application  cannot  be 
confidered  as  fully  adequate  to  the  entire  re- 
moval of  fuch  deep-feated  difeafes,  as  lame- 
nefs,  from  caries  of  the  cotyloid  cavity  of  the 
hip  joint,  or  incurvation  of  the  fpine,  from 
caries  of  the  vertebrae. 

Various  ftimulating  plafters,  and  cata- 
plafms  have  been  recommended  by  many  me- 
dical writers,  for  the  relief  of  this  complaint, 
and  the  practice  is  evidently  founded  on  the 
fame  rational  principles,  as  the  application 
of  bliilers  with  fimilar  intentions.    For  my 
own  part,  I  have  not  had  much  perfonal  ex- 
perience of  their  efficacy,  nor  do  I  know, 
that  they  have  lately  been  much  employed  in 
this  country,  in  the  treatment  of  this  difeafe. 
They  are  however  recommended  on  good 
authorities,  and  merit  more  extenfive  trial. 

De 
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.  De  Haen  very  candidly  relates  the  cafe  of 
a  patient  labouring  under  the  hip  difeafc, 
whom  he  acknowledges  to  have  teafed  with 
a  repetition  of  blilters .    The  patient  left  him 
by  no  means  cured,  but  was  afterwards  re- 
lieved by  an  old  woman,  who  applied  a 
platter  over  the  whole  thigh.    It  was  a  com- 
pofition  of  gum  maftich  powdered,  and  form- 
ed with  rectified  fpirits  of  wine,  into  the 
confidence  of  a  pkfter.    Availing  himfelf 
of  this  hint,  De  Haen  afterwards  ufed,  in 
feveral  inftances  of  this  difeafe,  a  compofi- 
tion  of  quick  lime,  mixed  with  honey. 

Mtm.,  Paulus  yEgineta,  and  Schenckius, 
recommend  Simulating  plafters  for  the  fame 
purpofe.  Certainly,  it  is  not  unreafonable  to 
fuppofe,  that  a  permanent  irritation  kept 
over  the  difeafed  parts,  may  often  be  more 
efficacious  than  a  blifter,  the  irritation  of 
which  is  only  temporary,  with  a  purulent 
difcharge  very  variable. 

Of  all  the  known  applications  of  this  na- 
ture, the  molt  powerful  feems  to  be  the  fol- 
lowing 
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lowing  plafter,  recommended  by  Dr.  Swq- 
diar,  Lond.  Med.  Journ.  Vol.  I.  p.  198. 

Gumm.  Ammoniac,  f  j. 
Aceti  fcillitic.  q.  f.  ut  fiat  Emplaftrum, 
Quo  pars  affe&a  tegatur. 

I  have  found  this  plafter,  which,  by  fprink- 
ling  it  with  powdered  fquills,  is  eafily  ren- 
dered more  irritating  than  is  here  prefcribed, 
ufeful  as  a  topical  remedy,  in  fome  fcrophu- 
lous  affections  ;  but  in  the  hip  difeafe,  it  has 
not  hitherto  anfwered  my  expectations. 

A  practice  has  been  lately  revived,  and  is 
at  prefent  very  generally  purfued  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  complaint  under  consideration, 
which  conlifts,  chiefly  in  making  a  large  if-. 
fue  by  cauftic,  near  the  part  affected.  It 
is  adopted  on  the  recommendation,  and  is 
warranted  by  the  experience,  of  very  celebrat- 
ed medical  writers,  and  has  in  its  favour, 
the  frequent  good  effects,  which  ilTues  made 
in  this  manner,  are  known  to  produce  in 
difeafes  limilar  to  this  of  the  hip  joint. 

The  principal  object  in  the  earlieft  ftages 
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of  this  complaint,  is  to  remedy  a  caries,  or 
to  flop  that  difpofition  to  caries,  which,  if 
not  checked  during  its  advancement,  has  a 
neceffary  tendency,  to  deftroy  not  only  the 
joint,  and  the  limb,  but  likevvife  the  life  of 
the  patient. 

Even  in  the  fubfequent  periods  of  this 
difeafe,  when  the  caries  fo  vifibly  manifefts 
its  exiftence,  that  there  can  be  no  farther 
doubt  about  its  having  taken  place,  when 
the  thigh  bone  is  fhortened,  and  the  moft 
unfavourable  fymptoms  mew,  that  the  af- 
fected parts  are  haftening  rapidly  to  com- 
plete deftrudtion,  it  is  of  the  utmoft  confe- 
quence  to  the  patient,  to  adopt  a  practice, 
which  is  likely  to  favour  the  quiet  forma- 
tion of  anchylofis,  and  prevent  the  difturb- 
ance  and  obftru&ion,  to  which  that  procefs 
would  unavoidably  be  expofed,  by  an  ex- 
ternal fuppuration. 

That  thefe  ends  may  be  anfwered,  and 
the  happieft  effects  in  this  way,  produced 
by  means  of  an  artificial  drain,  or  an  irrita- 
tion excited  near  the  difeafed  bone,  is  ob- 
vious 


[    6i  ] 

vious  from  the  general  adtion  of  blifters  on 
bones  in  a  morbid  ftate,  and  may  be  farther 
credited  from  the  numerous  obfervations, 
which  may  be  collected  from  the  writings  of 
the  moft  able  practitioners,  fince  the  time  of 
Hippocrates,  to  that  of  Mr.  Pott,  who  feems 
to  have  afcertained  it  beyond  the  poffibility 
of  doubt,  in  his  treatife  on  the  incurvation 
of  the  fpine  from  caries. 

Inquiries  after  remedies,  from  the  writers 
of  antiquity,  are  not  generally  rewarded  with 
many  valuable  acquisitions.  The  defcrip- 
tions,  which  they  give  of  difeafes,  are  ac- 
knowledged to  be,  for  the  moft  part,  faith- 
ful and  accurate,  but  there  is  not  always 
equal  good  reafon  to  praife  the  felicity  of 
their  methods  of  cure ;  nor  can  the  moderns 
boaft  with  truth  of  being  fo  happy,  as  to 
have  furpafled  them  very  far,  in  curing  this 
difeafe  of  the  hip  joint. 

In  the  modern  treatment,  the  moft  ra- 
tional, and  beneficial  plans,  are  derived 
from  the  antients,  and  are  principally  to  be 
afcribed  to  their  (kill,  and  ingenuity.  The 
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praftice  of  fea  bathing,  both  warm  and 
cold,   of  topical  bleeding,  of  Simulating 
the  furface  by  blifters,  or  other  irritating  ap- 
plications, and  of  making  topical  ilTues  by 
cauftic,  bear  honourable  teftimony  to  the  ac- 
curate and  clinical  obfervations  of  the  great 
fathers  of  phyfic  and  furgery,  of  whom  it 
is  difficult,  if  not  impoflible,  to  think,  with- 
out an  immediate  recollection  of  Hippocrates, 
from  whofe  wonderful  penetration  and  faga- 
city,  hardly  any  thing  which  afFeds  the  health 
of  man,  feems  to  have  entirely  efcaped. 

To  the  vaft  ftores  of  medical  knowledge 
which  he  poffeffed,  his  comprehenfive  mind 
appears  to  have  been  in  the  habitual  exercife 
of  adding,  from  every  circumftance  of  a 
pathological  nature,  which  came  under  his 
extenfive  and  acute  obfervation.    It  would 
be  vain  to  alledge,  that  he  has  not  been  fur- 
palTed  in  anatomical  knowledge  ;  but  all  his 
writings,  and  efpecially  his  aphorifms,  a- 
bound  with  ftriking  evidence  of  a  fuperiour 
and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  various  dif- 
eafcs,  to  which  the  human  frame  is  liable. 

At 
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At  the  conclufion  of  the  fixth  fedion  of 
that  admirable  work,  there  are  two  paflages 
relative  to  the  hip  difeafe,  which  are  worthy 
of  a  more  full  and  critical  account,  than  can 
be  given  in  a  work  of  this  nature,  or  pro- 
perly inferted  as  notes  below,  I  mull:  there- 
fore refer  to  an  appendix  on  this  fubjed, 
containing  a  few  remarks,  with  which  I 
was  favoured  by  a  literary  friend.  With 
refped  however,  to  what  is  there  more  co- 
pioufly  treated  of,  I  think  I  may  venture  to 
affirm,  that  the  dodrine  of  Hippocrates,  if 
the  aphorifms  alluded  to,  are  liberally  trans- 
lated, is  very  clear,  and  comprehenfible  to 
thofe,  who  are  converfant  with  this  difeafe, 
and  may  amount  to  neither  more,  nor  lefs, 
than  what  follows. 

Hippocratis  Aphor.  Sed.  VI.  Aph.  59. 
4 '  In  the  progrefs  of  the  hip  difeafe ,  the  ftand- 
f<  ing  out  of  the  hip  bone  or  its  external 
4 4  projedion,  and  the  falling  in  of  the  nates 
44  behind,  are  prognoftics  of  fuppuration. " 

"  Ibid.  Aph.  60.  "  When,  in  this 
44  complaint  the  hip  bone  ftands  out,  the 

44  limb 


[    64  ] 

"  limb  waftes,  and  the  patient  muft  neceffa- 
"  rily  halt,  unlefs  he  is  cauterized." 

If  the  preceding  interpretation  of  thefe 
aphorifms,  mould  be  thought  too  loofe  and 
general,  and  mould  not  appear  warranted  by 
the  true  meaning  of  the  text;  I  mall  not 
pretend  to  defend  it,  by  affuming  a  critical 
knowledge  of  Greek  literature,  but  at  leaft 
I  am  authorized  to  fay,  that  it  is  fupported 
by  the  appearances  of  the  difeafe.  My  prin- 
cipal reafon  for  quoting  thefe  paffages,  is 
to  mew,  that  Hippocrates  treated  this  com- 
plaint, in  a  mode  fimilar  to  what  is  now 
pra&ifed,  and  that  he  was  fenfible  of  the 
great  ufe  of  iffues  made  by  cauftic,  towards 
effecting  its  cure. 

Galen,  in  his  commentary  on  thefe  apho- 
rifms, maintains  the  meaning  of  Hippo- 
crates to  be,  that  an  external  wound  mould 
be  made  by  cautery,  to  prevent  the  fubfequent 
evils  of  the  malady.  There  are  befides,  two 
other  paffages  in  the  writings  of  Hippocrates, 
which,  if  taken  in  comparifon  with  the 
preceding  aphorifms,  feem  to  imply,  that  a 

cautery, 
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cautery,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  be  ufed 
early,  in  the  difeafe  of  the  hip  joint,  to  pre- 
vent fuppuration.  The  fame  paflages  create 
a  ftrong  fufpicion,  that  Hippocrates,  in  his 
own  mind,  afcribed  a  want  of  fuccefs  in  the 
cafes  of  Hecafon,  and  Cyrenius,  two  patients 
afflicted  with  the  hip  difeafe,  to  the  omif- 
fion  of  the  cautery,  in  an  early  period  of  the 
diftemper*. 

Celfus  prefcribes  the  ufe  of  the  cautery, 
in  the  treatment  of  the  hip  difeafe,  and  di- 
rects the  mode  of  performing  the  operation. 
He  orders  the  hip  joint  to  be  cauterized  in 
three  or  four  places,  and  advifes  the  ulcers 
not  to  be  healed  up,  but  to  be  kept  open,  un- 
til the  complaint  is  removed -f*. 

Paulus  yEgineta  likewife  J ,  and  JEtius  § , 
recommend    the   cautery,    in   this  com- 

*  Hippocratis  lib.  Epidem.  V.  pag.  341.  Edit. 
Chartcrii.  .^xV  £fL  . 

Ejufdem  lib.  De  intends  AfFectionibus,  torn.  7,  pag. 
677.  Edit.  Charterii. 

t  Celfi  Opera,  lib.  IV.  cap.  22. 

X  Pauli  jEginetje  Opera,  lib.  VI.  cap.  76. 

§  jEtii  Bafd.  Edit.  p.  640. 
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plaint,  as  do  alfo  various  authors  of  more 
modern  date  ;  Profper  Alpinus  *,  and  Am- 
brofe  Pareyf,  ought  to  be  particularly  men- 
tioned as  advocates  for  this  practice,  and 
Schenckius  J  tells  of  a  phyfician,  who  ac- 
quired reputation  from  curing  it  by  cauftic, 
but  he  does  not  mention  his  mode  of  apply- 
ing it,  and  fays  only,  that  the  wound  mould 
be  kept  open  for  fix  months. 

In  ftill  more  modern  practice,  we  find 
the  illuftrious  Boerhaave,  and  De  Haen  pre- 
fcribing  topical  iilues  for  the  hip  difeafe  : 
the  former,  with  great  confidence  recom- 
mends this  mode  of  treatment,  as  will  ap- 
pear from  the  following  quotation :  "  Su- 
"  matur  cauterium  valde  ignitum  cum  an- 
'.'  nulo,  a  quo  annulo  profunditas  inuftionis 
"  determinatur,  et  hoc  applicatur  coxendici, 
"  hac  ratione  omnes  hi  Mgri  curantur,  et 
"  puto,  quod  ft"  haec  methodus  femper  in 

*  P.  Alpinus,  De  Medicina  .flLgyptiorum,  lib.  III. 
cap.  12. 

+  Amb.  Parey.  lib.  XVII.  cap.  23. 
X  Schenckii  Obfervat.  lib.  V.  pag.  673. 

"  hoc 
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"  hoc  cafu  effet  adhibita,  ex  centum  ho- 
"  minibus,  qui  nunc  claudicant  non  unus 
"  claudicaret*. " 

Chefton,  in  his  pathological  inquiries, 
mentions  caitftics  with  approbation,  and  re- 
commends their  ufe  for  the  white  fwelling 
ill  the  knee,  a  difeafe  fimilar  to  this  of  the 
hip  joint. 

Kirkland  likewife,  relates  an  inftance  of 
a  complete  cure  of  a  difeafe  of  the  knee  joint, 
under  the  direction  of  a  farrier,  who  effect- 
ed it  by  the  means  of  a  cauftic,  which  pene- 
trated no  deeper  than  the  fkin. 

To  recur  to  the  veterinary  art,  it  may  be 
recollected  that  Bracken,  a  well-known 
writer,  and  an  attentive  obferver  of  fads, 
remarks,  that  he  had  feen  inftances  of  the 
good  effects  of  cauterifing,  in  the  difeafes  of 
joints  of  the  human  body.  He  particularly' 
takes  notice  of  a  cure  of  this  kind,  performed 
by  a  travelling  empiric,  in  the  mode  recom- 
mended by  the  antients,  of  laying  on  cauf- 

*  Praxis  medico,  pars  V.  pag.  380 
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tics  in  fo  great  a  number,  that  he  found  ten 
at  one  time  on  the  patient :  the  application 
however  was  ufeful,  the  event  being  finally 
fuccefsful. 

But  it  is  not  on  the  balis  of  authorities, 
however  numerous,  that  the  reputation  of  a 
remedy  can  be  permanently  eftablimed ;  ex- 
perience mull  juftify  its  preference :  the 
inefficacy  of  other  means,  has  long  induced 
me  to  give  the  cauftic,  an  extenfive  trial  in 
difeafes  of  joints  ;  the  refult  of  my  experi- 
ments confirms  me  in  a  favourable  opinion  of 
it,  and  I  am  well  perfuaded,  that  many  ob- 
jects of  this  difeafe  have  recovered  the  en- 
tire ufe  of  their  limb,  by  having  had  a  large 
isfifue  on  the  hip,  who  would  otherwife  have 
been  expo  fed  to  the  rifk  of  a  tedious  illnefs, 
almoft  inevitably  terminating  in  death,  or 
anchyloiis  of  the  joint. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  obfervations, 
it  is  not  intended  to  ftate  particularly  the 
manner,  in  which  blifters  or  iffues  operate, 
but  merely  to  confider,  if  they,  are,  in  any 
way  of  acting,  capable  of  producing  bene- 
ficial 
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ficial  effects.  It  has  been  fuggefted,  that 
the  application  of  iffues  to  the  back,  for 
the  difeafe  of  the  carious  fpine,  does  not  in 
reality  contribute^  to  the  cure,  but  that  it  is 
produced  eventually,  by  nature  alone. 

It  has  likewife  been  doubted,  whether  the 
continued  purulent  drain  from  the  iffue,  has 
any  good  effect,  as  it  is  faid,  that  all  the  ad- 
vantage, derived  from  this  practice,  pro- 
ceeds from  the  fimple  irritation  of  the  cauf- 
tic  ;  if  objections  of  this  kind,  are  of  force, 
againft  its  ufe  in  the  carious  incurvated 
fpine,  they  will  be  found  equally  valid, 
againft  ufing  this  application  in  the  difeafe 
of  the  hip  joint. 

To  the  firft  objection,  namely,  that  an 
iffue,  well  made,  and  managed  with  judge- 
ment, does  not  avail  in  the  cure  of  the  dif- 
eafed  fpine,  it  may  be  anfwered,  that  nu- 
merous cafes  are  on  record,  which  lliew, 
that  patients,  with  incurvated  fpine  from  ca- 
ries, have  recovered  under  fuch  treatment ; 
but  this  is  not  altogether  conclufive,  as  there 
are  undoubtedly,  inftances  of  its  failure. 

f  3  If 
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If  the  mode  of  cure  is  attempted  to  be 
explained,  it  may  be  more  fatisfa&ory  to 
fay,  that  an  external  fuppuration,  when  it 
takes  place  in  the  carious  hip  joint,  or  in  the 
carious  incurvated  fpine,  almoft  invariably 
debilitates  the  habit,  lengthens  out  the  dif- 
eafe,  and  thereby  prevents  the  powers  of  the 
constitution,  from  effecting  that  union  in  the 
difeafed  parts,  known  by  the  name  of  an- 
chylofis.  Daily  experience  fhews,  that  blif- 
ters  have  a  power  of  checking  the  progrefs 
to  fuppuration  in  parts  affected,  near  the 
furface  of  the  body,  and  that  iffues,  made 
hy  cauftic,  have  a  fimilar  influence  in  com- 
plaints more  deeply  feated  j  and,  if  they 
have  that  power,  they  muff  neceffarily  affift 
in  the  greateft  object,  requifite  to  the  cure  of 
this  difeafe,  which  is  the  prevention  of  an 
external  wound,  communicating  with  dif- 
eafed bone;  for  few  patients  die  of  this 
complaint,  unlefs  they  are  fubjected  to  that 
unfortunate  fymptom. 

It  has  been  faid  alfo,  that  the  continued 
difcharge  of  matter,  from  an  artificial  wound, 

made 
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made  near  the  difeafed  part,  is  not  of  itfelf 
advantageous  to  the  difeafe  in  queftion,  but 
that  the  whole,  or  the  principal  benefit,  is 
derived  from  the  irritation;  and  this  argu- 
ment is  not  without  foundation,  for  in  the 
hip  difeafe,  the  patients  often  find  a  remif- 
fion  of  their  hectical  fymptoms,  and  of  their 
local  pains,  fo  immediately  after  the  appli- 
cation of  the  cauftic,  and  fo  long  before  it 
can  produce  any  purulent  difcharge,  that  it 
is  impoflible  to  confider  the  new  irritation, 
made  by  the  cauftic,  as  unimportant  in  the 
cure  :  but  if  irritation  be  an  eflential,  and 
ufeful  part  of  the  furgical  treatment,  in 
what  more  convenient  form,  can  this  pro- 
cefs  be  kept  up,  than  by  a  large  wound, 
made  by  cauftic  near  the  part  affected,  and 
frequently  fprinkled  with  finely  powdered 
cantharides  ?  • 

In  the  difeafe  of  the  hip  joint,  as  well  as 
in  the  difeafed  fpine,  the  progrefs  of  cure  is 
often  flow  and  uncertain,  a  confiderable 
length  of  time  frequently  elapfes,  before 
fymptoms  of  convalefcence  appear.  Under 
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iuch  circumftances,  if  irritation  contribute 
towards  procuring  this  convalefcence,  I  think 
it  might  be  proper  in  fome  cafes  to  renew 
it,  which  may  be  done  by  recurring  to  the 
practice  of  the  antients,  in  the  application 
of  the  cauftic  to  feveral  frefh  places,  as  near 
the  feat  of  the  difeafe  as  poffible. 

The  choice  of  the  part,  to  which  the 
cauftic  mould  be  applied,  is  of  the  utmoft 
importance.  In  the  carious  incurvation  of 
the  fpine,  the  moft  proper  place  obvioully 
prefents  itfelf,  where  the  external  convexity 
points  out  the  internal  malady.  But  in  the 
hip  joint,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fix  on  a  fitua- 
tion,  which  does  not  interfere  with  the 
action  of  the  mufcles,  or  which  might 
not  be  inconvenient  tCKthe  patient,  in  the 
various  pofitions  of  the  body ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  it  is  neceffary,  that  the  iffue  be 
made,  where  it  may  have  the  moft  imme- 
diate, and  direct  influence  on  the  difeafed 
part. 

The  hip  joint  is  furrounded  by  large  muf- 
cles on  the  pofteriour  part,  which  would 

neceffarily 
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neceffarily  prevent  an  external  irritation 
from  acting  on  the  part  moft  affected ;  the 
frequent  a&ion  alfo  of  thefe  mufcles,  in  the 
motion  of  the  joint,  would  baffle  every  at- 
tempt of  the  furgeon,  to  keep  the  wound 
open  by  peas,  or  by  any  other  means,  he 
mould  adopt  for  that  purpofe. 

The  fituation  of  mufcles,  nerves,  and 
blood  velfels,  belonging  to  the  lower  extre- 
mities, is  an  infuperable  objection  to  the  ap- 
plication of  a  cauftic  in  the  anteriour  part  of 
the  joint,  fufficiently  deep  or  large,  to  check 
the  formation  of  matter. 

The  outfide  of  the  thigh,  in  the  hollow 
parallel  with,  and  a  little  behind  the  great 
trochanter,  affords  a  proper  place  to  make 
the  iffue.    Here  the  peas  are  not  likely  to 
be  expelled  by  the  action  of  the  mufcles 
employed  in  moving  the  joint,  nor  does  a 
wound  in  this  part,  much  incommode  the 
various  functions  of  the  body,  in  fitting, 
walking,  or  lying  down.    It  is  fufficiently 
contiguous  to  the  difeafed  part,  as  the  com- 
mon integuments  are  almoft  the  only  inter- 
mediate 
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mediate  fubftances  between  the  capfular  li- 
gament, and  the  external  fore. 

With  regard  to  the  mode  of  applying  the 
cauftic,  it  may  be  done  in  a  way  different 
from  that,  recommended  by  Mr.  Pott,  e- 
qually  efficacious,  but  lefs  painful.  The 
laying  on  a  cauftic,  and  fuffering  it  to  re- 
main on  the  part  for  feveral  hours,  gives  a 
great  degree  of  uneafinefs,  and  much  unne- 
celTary  terror;  and  if  a  method  can  be  adopted, 
which  gives  lefs  pain,  or  even  apprehenfion 
of  pain,  it  will  always  deferve  the  preference  ; 
the  experience  of  every  furgeon  muft  con- 
vince him,  how  neceffary  it  is,  to  ufe  the 
moft  gentle  means  of  curing  difeafes,  which 
our  art  can  devife,  without  defeating  its 
purpofes. 

The  operations  of  furgery,  are  in  gene- 
ral, dreadful  to  the  apprehenfion,  and  pain- 
ful to  the  fenfe ;  and  particularly,  the  timo- 
rous patient,  whofe  nervous  fenfibility  is 
quickened  exceedingly,  by  the  continual 
influence  of  a  chronic  diforder,  fhudders 
at  the  thoughts  of  cauftics  and  cauteries; 

perhaps, 
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perhaps,  one  of  the  heft,  and  molt  effica- 
cious remedies,  which  in  many  cafes,  fur- 
gery  adminifters  to  the  unfortunate,  was 
early  exploded,  from  the  terror  which  the 
mode  of  performing  the  operation,  and  the 
tremendous  inftruments  and  apparatus  for 
the  occafion  tended  to  create. 

The  practice  of  the  Greek  furgeons  in 
ufing  the  adual  cautery,  and  of  the  Indians 
in  ufing  the  moxa,  for  chronic  affeaions  of 
the  joints  and  vifcera,  has  been  fo  long  dif- 
ufed  in  this  country,  that  the  prefent  mode 
of  applying  cauftics,  in  the  very  fame,  or 
fimilar  cafes,  wears  fuch  an  appearance  of 
abfolute  novelty,  as  to  pafs  for  an  entire 
modern  invention,  inftead  of  being  confi- 
dered  as  only  a  variation  of  old  notions,  and 
a  mere  improvement  of  ancient  pra&ice. 

If  it  be  certain,  that  the  practice,  here 
fpoken  of,  was  ever  attended  with  any  ad- 
vantage, and  merits  continuance  for  the  good 
it  produces,  if  the  prefent  mode  of  laying 
on  a  cauftic  over  a  ftrumous  difeafe  of  the 
bones,  or  other  parts,  is  ftill  to  be  consider- 
ed 
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cd  as  beneficial,  it  is  fit,  it  mould  be  known, 
that  it  may  be  purfued  in  a  mode,  more 
fimple,  more  effectual,  and  expeditious,  lefs 
painful,  and  lefs  liable  to  excite  the  appre- 
henfion  of  pain,  by  means  of  the  feptic 
ftone. 

If  this  preparation  be  merely  pencilled, 
or  rubbed  on  the  part,  where  the  iffue  is  to 
be  made,  it  will  at  all  times  effed  as  much, 
,as  could  be  done  by  the  adual  cautery,  by 
the  moxa,  or  by  laying  on  the  cauftic  parte, 
and  fuffering  it  to  remain  on  the  part  for 
feveral  hours.     This  operation  gives  lit- 
tle, if  any,  terror  to  the  patient,  and  never 
produces  that  intenfity,  or  continuance  of 
pain,  which  ufually  accompanies  the  ap- 
plication of  a  cauftic,  in  the  common  man- 
ner, and  it  will  always,  under  judicious  ma- 
nagement, accomplim  with  advantage  and 
certainty,  every  objed,  which  is  to  be  ef- 
fected by  cauftic. 

The  fenfibility  of  pain,  is  certainly  not  the 
fame  in  all  fubjeds,  for  many  perfcns  bear 
the  application  of  cauftics,  with  much  lefs 
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uneafinefs  than  others ;  but  in  general,  the 
operation  of  rubbing  the  cauftic  ftone  on  the 
integuments,  is  fo  little  painful,  where  they 
are  not  inflamed,  that  the  patients  often 
doubt  of  its  capability  of  producing  an  ef- 
char. 

If  the  ikin  is  {trained,  during  this  mode 
of  applying  the  cauftic  ftone,  the  efchar  is 
fooner  produced,  but  at  the  fame  time,  more 
pain  is  created.    If  it  be  intended,  that  the 
efchar  fhould  penetrate  deep  into  the  cellular 
membrane,  the  friction  mould  be  continued, 
till  the  integuments  give  way  under  its  ac- 
tion :  but  in  general,  for  the  purpofe  of 
making  an  iffue,  it  is  fufficient  to  rub  the 
feptic  ftone,  or  lapis  infernalis,  as  it  is 
called,  on  the  part  intended  to  be  affected, 
until  the  ikin  begins  to  change  from  its  na- 
tural colour,  to  a  brownifh  hue,  which  ap- 
pearance it  firft  exhibits,  where  the  roots  of 
the  hair  proceed  from  the  cuticle. 

In  this  method  of  making  an  illue,  as  in 
the  common  method  of  applying  the  cauf- 
tic, a  fpace  of  time,  generally  of  twelve, 

or 
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or  fourteen  days  elapfes,  before  the  fepara- 
tion  of  the  efchar  takes  place,  fo  as  to  ad- 
mit an  introduction  of  the  common  white- 
peas,  which  appear  to  me,  better  adapted 
for  making,  and  fuftaining  the  cavity  of  the 
iflue,  than  the  beans  ufually  employed  for 
that  purpofe. 

In  the  management  of  this  artificial  wound, 
it  may  be  obferved,  that  it  is  liable  fome- 
times  to  become  a  painful  and  irritable  fore, 
at  the  firft.  introduction  of  the  peas ;  whilft 
this  difpofition  fubfifts,  the  peas  may  be  en- 
tirely omitted,  and  the  wound  dreffed  with 
fpermaceti  ointment;  when  the  irritability  is 
gone  off,  the  ufual  dreffing  for  an  iHiie  may 
be  applied*. 

A  feton,  has  not  in  my  experience,  been 
fo  effectual  in  removing  this  difeafe,  as  an 
ilfue  made  by  cauftic,  nor  has  the  difcharge 

*  For  further  obfervations,  on  this  method  of  ufing 
the  lapis  infemalis,  fee  Howard's  treatife  on  the  venereal 
difeafe,  Vol.  II.  p.  172,  a  treatife  on  the  Hydrocele  by 
the  fame  author,  p.  47,  and  Deafe's  obfervations  on  the 
Hydrocele,  p.  10. 

been 
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been  equally  copious  j  and,  whilftlwas  in  the 
habit  of  employing  it,  the  fuppurative  ftate  of 
the  hip  joint  came  on  more  rapidly,  and  more 
certainly,  than  in  thofe  cafes,  wherein  Iufed 
the  cauftic.  It  is  needlefs  to  infill  on  the 
neceffity  of  a  large  opening,  to  fufpend,  or 
remove  the  fuppurative  progrefs ;  a  fmall  if- 
fue  with  two  or  three  peas,  gives  juft  as  much 
trouble  as  a  larger  one.  One  of  the  molt 
rapid  progreffes  towards  recovery,  which  I 
ever  faw  in  the  difeafed  fpine,  was  in  a  cafe, 
where  the  cauftic  was  carelefsly  applied,  and 
fuffered  to  extend  into  a  large  fore,  which 
penetrated  fo  very  deep,  as  almofr.  to  denude 
the  vertebrae.  I  generally  make  the  iffue  of 
an  oval  form,  one  inch  in  length,  and  ra- 
ther more  than  half  an  inch  in  breadth, 
which  will  be  capable  of  containing  about 
twelve  or  fourteen  peas. 


SECT*. 
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SECT.  III. 


Of  Abfcejfes  in  General. 

In  the  foregoing  fe&ions,  the  early  ftage 
of  the  difeafe  of  the  hip  joint,  has  been 
principally  attended  to ;  a  local  caries  has 
been  confidered,  as  actually  exifting  in  a 
jftate  of  advancement,  or  a  difpoiition  to 
fcrophulous  caries,  is  prefumed  to  have  al- 
ready taken  place  :  but  this  real  caries, 
or  difpoiition  to  it,  has  hitherto  been 
fuppofed  to  be  prevalent  only  in  a  cur- 
able degree,  and  by  no  means  fo  predomi- 
nant, as  to  have  totally  deftroyed,  or  even 
irreparably  injured,  the  cartilage  of  the  head 
of  the  thigh  bone,  or  that  of  the  cotyloid 
cavity. 

It  has  been  uniformly  admitted,  that  the 
complaint  is  capable  of  being  remedied,  fo 
as  to  preferve  the  motion  of  the  joint ;  but 
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when  this  difeafe  has  remained  for  fome  time, 
a  new  train  of  fymptoms  fucceed,  very  diffe- 
rent from  the  former,  and  thefe  are  allowed,  in 
the  concurring  opinions  of  all  writers  on  the 
fubjecl,  and  are  known,  from  the  experience 
of  every  furgical  practitioner,  to  end  in  an- 
chylofis  of  the  joint,  or  in  death  :  previous 
however  to  its  termination,  the  diforder 
ufually  appears,  in  the  form  of  an  abfcefs, 
or  collection  of  fluid,  furrounding  the  hip 
joint,  and  projecting  ufually  on  the  outfide 
of  the  thigh,  below  the  great  trochanter. 

This  abfcefs  does  not  advantageoufly  ad- 
mit of  the  treatment,  generally  adopted  for 
thofe  more  fuperficial,  namely,  that  of  open- 
ing it  by  inciiion,  or  by  cauftic ;  but,  as  the 
complaint  now  prefents  itfelf  externally,  un- 
der the  form  of  an  abfcefs,  a  fymptom,  for 
which  furgical  affiftance  is  invariably  folicit- 
ed,  and,  as  abfceffes  have  been  generally  fub- 
jected  to  the  knife,  or  to  the  cauftic,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  confider,  whether  the 
indifcriminate  adoption  of  the  principle  of 
opening  abfceffes,  even  in  their  molt  fimple 
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ftate,  refts  upon  the  folid  bafis  of  fcientific 
furgery. 

It  becomes  the  more  cffential  to  confider 
it  here,  as  this  collection  of  matter,  origi- 
nating from  difeafe  in  the  hip  joint,  is  in 
fome  inftances,  liable  to  be  miftaken  for  a 
common  abfcefs.  Symptoms  do  not  always, 
even  at  the  time  when  it  becomes  moil  pro- 
minent, indicate  to  a  certainty,  the  real 
fource  of  the  difeafe,  it  may  therefore  de- 
ceive an  inexperienced  obferver,  unlefs  the 
antecedent  fymptoms  have  been  carefully 
adverted  to. 

The  general  idea  of  a  common  abfcefs, 
feems  to  be  a  collection  of  matter,  preceded 
by  inflammation;  the  formation  of  this 
fluid,  which  is  called  pus,  has  been  faid  to 
be  neceflarily  connected  with  erofion  of  the 
folids  j  and  the  matter  thus  collected,  has 
been  fuppofed  to  have  a  corrofive  effect 
on  the  circumjacent  parts  ;  neverthelefs, 
it  is  alledged  by  more  modern  phyfiologifts, 
that  pus,  in  its  natural  ftate,  unmixed  with 
heterogeneous  matter,  is  a  bland,  innoxious 
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fluid,  fecreted  from  an  inflamed  furface,  and 
this  opinion  is  lupported  by  experiments, 
which  mew  that  matter,  whether  collected 
from  the  inflamed  furface  of  a  mucous  mem- 
brane, or  ilTuing  from  the  free  difcharge  of 
an  open  ulcer,  is  not  diflimilar  in  its  chemi- 
cal analyfis,  to  other  fecretions  of  the  hu- 
man body,  univerfally  allowed  to  be  fpe- 
cifically  harmlefs .   The  neceffity  of  entering 
minutely,  into  the  diftinct  properties  of  pus 
and  mucus,  as  leading  to  any  great  and 
obvious  advantage  in  the  practice  of  furgery, 
is  by  no  means  evident  to  my  mind ;  efpe- 
cially,  as  a  fact,  molt  important  in  patho- 
logy, is  proved  by  daily  experience,  name- 
ly, that  this  fluid,  whether  termed  pus,  or 
mucus,  is  capable  of  being  abforbed  into  the 
circulation,  without  any  inconvenience  to 
the  parts,  on  which  it  has  been  depoflted, 
and  of  leaving  them,  when  the  abforption 
has  taken  place,  in  a  ftate,  ftill  proper  to 
refume  their  local  functions. 

But  however  true,  or  untrue,  this  opinion 
may  be,  it  is  certain,  that  the  imagined 

and 
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and  very  queftionable  bad  quality  of  this 
fluid,  when  confidercd,  as  neceffarily  con- 
nected with  erofion  of  folid  parts,  or  repre- 
fented,  as  the  efficient  and  primary  caufe  of 
fuch  erofion,  has  materially  influenced  the 
practice  of  furgery  in  the  treatment  of  ab- 
fceffes. 

It  is  obvious  to  fee,  that  this  complex 
notion  of  matter,  ill  founded  as  it  poflibly 
may  be,  naturally  leads  to  the  neceflity,  and 
would  therefore  juftify  the  propriety  of  open- 
ing abfceffes  in  every  method.  For,  if  it 
were  certain,  that  matter  was  a  fluid  deftruc- 
tive  to  folid  parts,  a  fluid,  in  which  an 
erofive  quality  was  inherent,  and  from  which 
it  was  fo  infeparable,  as  to  be  even  capable 
of  vitiating  the  whole  conftitution,  when 
abforbed,  it  would  undoubtedly  be  proper, 
and  indeed  necelfary,  to  make  incifions  in 
every  cafe,  where  it  was  collected,  and  into 
every  cavity,  where  it  was  lodged  ;  it  would 
remain  to  purfue  with  the  knife,  this  corro- 
five  poifon,  through  every  finus,  to  evacuate 
it  entirely,  leaving  nothing  finally  for  nature 
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to  effedt,  but  the  flow  reftoration  of  conti- 
nuity in  parts  feparated,  as  the  various  exi- 
gencies required,  and  fo  divided  with  all 
the  precifion  of  furgical  art. 

In  inveftigating  however,  the  general  pro- 
grefs  of  an  abfeefs,  it  muft  be  noticed  that 
the  inflammation,  or  morbid  alteration  of 
the  folid  parts,  is  molt  commonly  a  primary 
appearance,  that  the  formation  of  matter  is 
a  fecondary  fymptom,  fubfequent  to  the  real 
difeafe.  This  is  very  apparent,  when  an  ab- 
feefs happens  to  be  formed  near  the  furface 
of  the  body,  in  parts  liable  to  great  irritabi- 
lity, and  is  deducible  from  fy  mptoms,  when 
the  inflammation,  or  morbid  difpofition  is 
deeper  feated,  and  operates  on  lefs  irritable 
parts  j  the  opening  into  thefe  cavities,  which 
contain  matter,  has  probably,  no  farther  ten- 
dency to  reftore  to  a  healthy  ftate,  thofe 
parts,  on  which  the  matter  was  depofited, 
than  merely  by  removing  the  preflure  of  an 
extraneous  fubflance :  the  progrefs  of  dif- 
eafe is  more  eafily  checked,  when  the  ad- 
miflion  of  external  air  is  prevented;  for 

who 
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who  has  not  feen  the  fatal  confequences 
of  opening  abfceffes  of  joints,  and  the  quick 
tranfition  of  a  Itrumous  indifpofition  of  bone, 
cartilage,  or  ligament,  from  a  curable  to  an 
incurable  caries  ? 

The  opening  of  abfceffes  has  been  always 
confidered,  as  an  important  part  of  opera- 
tive furgery  :  in  Mr.  Sharp's  introduction 
to  his  furgical  operations,  and  in  Mr.  Brom- 
field's,  and  Mr.  Bell's  later  treatifes  on 
furgery,  feveral  rules  are  laid  down  on  this 
fubjecl,  and  the  methods  of  opening  thefe  tu- 
mours, by  limple  incilion,  by  excifion  of  part 
of  the  integuments,  and  by  cauftic,  are 
amply  difcuffed ;  but  the  practitioner,  who 
forms  his  opinion  on  this  fubjecl: ,  from  any 
of  thefe  treatifes,  without  obferving  the  com- 
plete progrefs  of  abfceffes,  uncontrolled  by 
furgical  treatment,  will  naturally  be  led  to 
conlider  all  abfceffes,  as  proper  to  be  fub- 
jected  to  a  furgical  operation,  little  notice 
being  taken  of  thofe,  which  may  fafely  be 
left  to  the  more  gentle  expedient  of  being 
fuffered  to  break  fpontaneoufly. 

g  4  In 
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In  the  earlier  part  of  my  life,  I  was  fre- 
quently a  witnefs  to  the  opening  of  a"bfceffes 
in  every  part  of  the  body,  with  a  free  in- 
ciflon,  as  it  was  then  called,  and  often  have 
feen  large  portions  of  the  loofe  edges  of  the 
cavity,  removed  fometimes  by  the  knife,  as 
recommended  by  Mr.  Sharp,  but  more  fre- 
quently by  the  crooked  fchTars,  an  inftru- 
ment,  calculated  to  conceal  the  want  of  dex- 
terity in  the  operator,  but  by  no  means  a- 
dapted  to  the  performance  of  fuch  an  ope- 
ration, with  the  greatefr.  eafe,  or  advantage 
poffible. 

Painful  as  this  procefs  is  at  any  rate,  al- 
though executed  in  the  moft  Ikilful  manner, 
it  is  particularly  repugnant  to  humanity, 
if  it  be  confidered,  as  not  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  ;  it  however  leads  to  a  treatment  equally 
unnatural ;  the  cavity  of  the  abfcefs  is  per- 
haps filled  up  with  dry  lint,  an  application 
intended  by  its  preffure,  to  produce  the  erTed: 
of  restraining  the  haemmorhage  caufed  by 
the  incifion ;  but  this  mode  of  treating  the 
wound,  by  dilating  vafcular,  and  irritated 
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parts,  often  brings  on  a  fymptomatic  fe- 
ver, and  fometimes  alfo,  that  very  flux  of 
blood,  which  it  is  intended  to  prevent. 

A  method,  apparently  more  gentle,  has 
been  fmce  adopted.     Surgeons  have  con- 
tented themfelves  with  making  a  fimple, 
but  large  incifion  into  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
fcefs,  having  found  by  experience,  that  the 
loofe  edges  of  the  wound  were  not  neceffary 
to  be  removed,  as  they  were  capable  of  unit- 
ing to  the  fubjacent  parts.    To  this  mode  of 
operation,  has  fucceeded  that  of  opening  of 
abfceffes  by  cauftic,  and  by  feton,  recom- 
mended as  lefs  painful  means  of  difcharging 
the  fluid. 

The  opening  of  abfceffes  by  cauftic,  is  an 
expedient  ufed  frequently,  when  the  pa- 
tient will  not  from  timidity,  admit  of  a  cut- 
ting inftrument,  but  the  cauftic  is  a  painful 
fubftitute;  if  the  Ikin  be  inflamed,  the  ad- 
ditional pain  of  the  cauftic  will  be  exqui- 
fitely  fevere,  and  it  would  be  far  better  to 
bear  for  a  time,  a  pain,  which  may  be  alle- 
viated by  opiates,  than  to  fuffer  the  torture 

of 


of  cutting,  or  burning  an  inflamed  furface  5 
when  the  integuments  are  not  inflamed,  the 
pain  of  the  abfcefs  is  bearable,  the  opening 
it  therefore  in  any  way,  feems  to  be  a  prac- 
tice founded  on  the  faife  idea  of  matter, 
being  fpecifically  injurious  to  the  parts,  on 
which  it  has  been  depofited. 

ft  has  been  faid,  that  abfcelTes  connected 
with  indurated  lymphatic  glands,  mould  be 
opened  in  this  manner,  the  adion  of  the  cauf- 
tic  being  fuppofed  to  affijft  in  fubduing  the 
enlargement  of  the  gland  :  this  method  is 
very  commonly  taken  in  fuch  cafes,  and 
fpeaking  from  my  own  experience,  I  muft 
fay  that  it  is  fometimes  fuccefsful,  but  it  has 
generally  proved  tedious  :  when  the  gland 
remains  indurated,  as  it  frequently  does  for 
a  long  time  after  the  application  of  the  cauf- 
tic,  the  furgeon  is  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  the  lapis  infernalis,  the  red  precipitate  of 
mercury,  or  fome  efcharotic  application  to 
fubdue  it.    But,  where  this  kind  of  abfcefs 
has  been  fuffered  to  burfl  of  itfelf,  and  the 
general  remedies  have  foeen  -ufed  m  the  mean 
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time,  for  the  particular  difeafe  from  whence 
it  originated,  whether  it  has  been  ftrurnous, 
or  venereal,  the  indurated  gland  has  been 
•generally  found  to  diminifh,  in  lefs  time, 
and  certainly  with  lefs  pain,  and  with  much 
lefs  deformity  of  fear. 

The  opening  of  abfeeftes  by  feton,  is  alfo 
for  the  mofc  part  unneceffary ;  I  venture  to 
affirm,  that  the  largeft  abfcelfes  have  been 
more  fuccefsfully  treated  by  a  fmall  counter- 
opening,  made  in  fome  depending  part  of 
the  tumour,  without  the  intervention  of  the 
feton,  than  where  a  communication  has  been 
kept  open,  by  an  irritating  fubftance  lodged 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abfeefs  itfelf ;  and  even 
this  opening  and  counteropening  is  moft 
commonly  unnecelfary,  a  more  fimple  treat- 
ment being  generally  fuccefsful.    The  moft 
difagreeable  circumftance  likely  to  occur  in 
the  fpontaneous  burfting  out  of  matter  from 
an  abfeefs,  is  a  frefh  accumulation  in  its  ca- 
vity ;  but  this  fecond  abfeefs  is  almoft  al- 
ways inconnderable,  much  lefs  troublefome, 

than 
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than  the  firft,  and  generally  completes  the 
cure. 

It  may  alfo  be  urged,  that  the  indifcrimi- 
nate  opening  of  abfceffes  is  not  only  objec- 
tionable, as  it  is  often  unneceffary,  and  al- 
ways painful ;  but  there  are  alfo  pofitive 
evils,  attendant  on  the  operation  itfelf,  a- 
gainft  which  no  caution,  or  fkill  in  the  ope- 
rator, can  be  always  fecure ;  for  the  pain,  and 
irritability  of  the  part  produced  by  incifion, 
will  at  times  occafion  violent  inflamma- 
tion and  fever;  and  in  fome  conftitutions, 
a  fpreading  phagedenic  ulcer  has  been  the 
confequence  of  this  artificial  opening. 

Venereal  and  fcrophulous  abfceffes  are  par- 
ticularly liable  to  this  calamity  ;  the  {lighten: 
wound  of  the  Ikin,  even  of  phlebotomy,  or 
of  inoculating  for  the  fmall  pox  has  been 
known  under  fome  circumftances,  to  produce 
the  moll:  fatal  effect. 

To  fuffer  matter,  contained  in  abfceffes  to 
difcharge  itfelf  fpontaneoufly,  feems  to  be 
confentaneous  to  the  ufual  operation  of  na- 
ture in  curing  of  difeafes  of  this  kind;  it 

is 
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is  generally  the  moft  eafy  to  the  patient,  and 
the  cure  is  more  certainly  and  fpeedily  ef- 
fected :  in  this  way,  an  unneceffary  expofure 
to  air,  of  parts  unaccuftomed  to  its  influ- 
ence, 'is  avoided  j  the  contact  of  extraneous 
fubftances,  frequently  applied  to  an  irritable 
and  ulcerated  furface,  is  entirely  fuperfeded, 
and  the  whole  fubfequent  treatment  of  the 
external  aperture,  is  confequently  fimple, 
and  not  liable  to  the  various  inconveniences 
of  a  large  fore,  often  tedious  in  being  healed, 
and  always  vexatious  and  difguftful. 

The  opening  of  abfcelfes  of  the  breaft, 
either  by  incifion,  or  by  cauftic,  is  nowuni- 
verfally  given  up,  as  experience  proves,  that 
by  fuch  operations,  the  procefs  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  inafmuch  as  refpeds  its  painful  fymp- 
toms,  is  not  altered  for  the  better,  nor  is 
the  final  cure,  thus  more  fpeedily  accom- 
plished ;  but  on  the  contrary,  it  is  liable  to  be 
retarded  by  fuch  treatment,  as  the  artificial 
irritation  produced  on  the  {kin,  is  fometimes 
the  real  caufe  of  induration  and  repeated, 

fup- 
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fuppuration  in  the  gland,  and  often  occafions: 
other  difagreeable  fymptoms. 

This  manifeft  improvement  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  abfecflcs,  is  now  generally  a- 
dopted  by  furgeons  in  this  particular  inftance, 
and  the  propriety  of  the  practice  is  confirm- 
ed by  the  refult  of  obfervations,  naturally 
arifing  from  the  general  fuccefs,  which  the 
poor  experience  in  this  difeafe  ;  they,  from 
their  habits  in  life,  are  more  fubjed  to  it, 
than  the  rich,  and  in  general  refign  it  to  the 
operation  of  unaffifted  nature. 

Venereal  abfeeffes  of  the  groin  may  alfo 
be  left  to  the  general  effect  of  mercury  on  the 
eonftitution,  and  their  local  treatment  will  be 
rendered  lefs  complicated,  when  they  are  fuf- 
fered  to  burft  fpontaneoully,  without  being 
fubjedted  to  the  knife  or  cauftic :  my  own  ex- 
perience, joined  to  that  of  furgeons  of  very 
extenfive  practice,  and  obfervation  in  venereal 
complaints,  juftifies  me  fufficiently  in  faying, 
that  the  ufe  of  the  knife,  and  cauftic,  in  all 
fuch  cafes  is  laid  afide,  much  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  patient.    I  have  fcarcely  feen  a 
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phagedenic  wound  of  the  groin  in  the  courfe 
of  my  own  practice,  fince  I  have  totally  a- 
voided  opening  inguinal  abfceffes  by  cauftic, 
or  the  knife,  and  it  feems  both  eafy  and  eli- 
gible to  follow  the  fame  method  with  refpecl: 
to  abfceffes  in  general.  Mammary  and  in- 
guinal abfceffes  are  very  frequent  inftances 

to 

of  this  complaint,  and  certainly,  a  fimple 
mode  of  managing  them  with  great  fuccefs, 
may  be  confidered,  as  eftablifhing  no  bad 
guide  for  the  treatment  of  abfceffes  in  other 
parts  of  the  body. 

But  it  is  by  no  means  intended  here  to  lay 
down  general  rules  concerning  the  opening  of 
abfceffes ;  what  has  been  advanced  on  this 
fubjecT:,  feemed  neceffary  to  illuftrate  the 
treatment,  I  would  recommend  for  the  ab- 
fcefs  of  the  hip  joint,  by  pointing  out  the 
inutility  of  opening  abfceffes  in  general,  by 
the  knife,  or  cauftic,  for  the  purpofe  of  dif- 
charging  a  fluid,  fuppofed  to  be  injurious  to 
the  animal  ceconomy  :  for,  notwithstanding 
what  has  been  faid,  I  wifh  not  to  be  under- 
ftood,  as  if  I  meant  to  contend,  that  no  ab- 
fceffes 
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fceffes  are  to  be  opened;  for  opened,  un- 
doubtedly they  mull  be,  in  many  cafes  ;. 
this,  as  well  as  other  operations  of  furgery, 
will  continue  to  be  performed,  till  an  eafier 
method  be  difcovered  of  removing  many  of 
thofe  difeafes,  which  are  the  objects  of  our 
art. 

A  collection  of  fluid,  whether  pus,  mu- 
cus, blood,  water,  or  even  air,  contiguous 
to,  and  preffing  upon  vital  organs,  acting 
as  an  extraneous  fubftance,  irritating,  or  in 
any  way  foever  incommoding  vital  functions 
of  the  body,  muft  be  difcharged,  as  foon 
as  its  exiftence  is  afcertained,  becaufe  the  fur- 
face,  on  which  it  lies,  may  be  covered  with 
a  depofit  of  coagulable  lymph,  or  may  be 
otherwife  in  fuch  a  difeafed  ftate,  as  to  be 
rendered  unfavourable,  or  even  incapacitated 
for  abforbing  the  fluid ;  or  it  may  be,  that 
time  cannot  fafely  be  fpared  to  try  thofe 
means,  which  are  known  to  facilitate  fuch 
abforption,  and  this  circumftance  muft  al- 
ways be  duly  attended  to,  when  the  extra- 
neous 
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neous  matter  preffes  on  the  lungs,  brain,  or 
any  important  part  of  the  animal  machine. 

This  feems  a  fufficient  reafon  for  difcharg- 
ing  the  fluid  by  an  opening,  made  by  art ; 
as  it  is  not  by  any  means  certain,  that  the 
abforption  of  matter,  or  any  other  fluid,  in 
fuch  cafes,  is  the  real  caufe  of  the  evils,  fubfe- 
quent  to  a  morbid  affection  of  the  vifcera,  the 
conftitution  feeming  to  fuffer  more  from  the 
difeafed  ftate  of  the  particular  part  affected, 
than  from  the  fluid  fecreted  in  confequence  of 
fuch  difeafe ;  for  it  is  evident  that  large  ab- 
forptions  of  matter  often  take  place  in  fcro- 
phulous  and  other  abfceffes,  without  injury 
to  the  conftitution. 

There  is  however,  another  fet  of  abfcef- 
fes, which  are  difficult  to  be  managed;  the 
prefervation  of  life  is  not  immediately 
concerned  in  their  event,  but  it  is  apparent, 
that  when  the  tumour  burfts,  the  cavity 
which  contained  the  matter,  does  not  col- 
lapfe  and  eafily  unite,  unlefs  it  be  opened 
to  fome  extent.  Thefe  abfceffes  are  often 
contiguous  to  parts,  fubject  to  continual  irri- 
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tation  arifing  from  mufcular  motion,  the 
frequency  of  which  keeps  up  a  conftant  ex- 
citement on  the  inflamed  parts,  and  thereby 
feems  to  promote  a  fecretion  of  matter, 
which  infinuates  itfelf  into  the  cellular  in- 
terfaces of  the  mufcles,  and  prevents  the 
morbid  parts  from  uniting.  The  neceffity 
of  keeping  in  a  quiet  and  relaxed  flate, 
mufcles  connected  with  a  difeafed  part  of 
the  body,  is  known  to  every  furgcon  : 
where  it  is  difficult  to  produce  this  effect, 
the  cure  of  inflammations,  abfcelfes,  and 
wounds  becomes  very  troublefome  and  te- 
dious. 

Abfceffes  in  the  neck,  near  the  mufcles 
concerned  in  deglutition,  refpiration,  or  the 
motion  of  the  head,  thofe  on  the  verge  of 
the  anus,  in  the  perinaeum,  in  the  axilla, 
thofe  fituated  on  the  outfide  of  the  arm 
near  the  olecranon,  and  -many  others,  daily 
evince  the  truth  of.  jhis  obfervation*. 

There 


Jvx  *  Inflammations,  b»  abfeefles,  and  fiftulous  openings 
near  the  olecranon,  the  immediate  good  effedt  of  re- 
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There  are  likewife  other  circumftances, 
occurring  in  particular  parts  of  the  body, 
which  render  it  expedient  to  deviate. from  a 
general  rule  of  not  opening  abfceffes,  fuch  as 

a  re- 
laxation of  mufcles  is  clearly  evident :  nothing  is  more 
common,  than  to  fee  an  extenfive  inflammation,  and  fup- 
puration  take  place  on  the  outfide  of  the  arm,  from  a  flight 
injury  of  the  elbow  ;  whilft  the  arm  is  kept  in  a  bent 
pofture,  the  inflammatory  difpofition  increafes,  copious 
difcharges  of  matter,  or  glary  fluid  if  the  facculus  mu- 
cofus  is  injured,  flow  from  the  external  wound  ;  andahe 
probe,  if  thought  proper  to  be  ufed,  would  readily  pafs 
through  finufes  downward  to  the  wrift,  or  upward  to  the 
moulder ;  but  as  foon  as  the  pofition  of  the  arm  is  altered 
from  flexion  to  extenfion,  and  the  limb  is  ftcadily  pre- 
ferved  in  a  ftate  of  quietude  in  that  form,  the  neceflity 
for  operation  difappears  :  the  inflammation  fubfides,  the 
cavities  quickly  coalefce,  and  every  painful  fymptom  is 
removed,  whilft  this  fimple  indication  of  nature  is  pur- 
fued,  of  keeping  in  a  relaxed  and  quiet  ftate,  parts  af- 
fected with  difeafe. 

In  abfceffes  of  the  axilla„_^he  good  effect  of  fimple 
treatment  would  be  very  obvious  ;  whilft  the  arm  is  ele- 
vated daily,  or  perhaps  oftener,  to  infpect  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe,  to  apply  fomentations,  poultices,  tents,  or 
injections,  it  is  not  at  all  furprifing,  that  the  action  of 
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a  remarkable  thicknefs  of  the  integuments, 
or  an  intervention  of  fome  ftrong  fafcia*  be- 
tween the  external  furface,  and  the  eollecl- 
ed  fluid  ;  thefe  circumftances  happen  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  body,  particularly  on  the 
fide  of  the  head  near  the  temporal  mufcle, 
and  in  the  upper  part  of  the  head. 

In 

the  mufcles,  fhould  .militate  againft  the  union  of  the  ca- 
vity of  the  abfcefs  :  on  the  contrary  it  is  rather  wonderful, 
that  nature  fhould  under  fuch  circumftances,  everaccom- 
plifh  the  union  of  a  fiftulous  wound. 

The  following  cafe  occurred  to  me  of  the  fpontaneous 
union  of  a  deep-feated  fiftulous  fore  in  the  axilla,  which 
had  refilled  a  long  procefs  of  furgical  treatment. 

A.  B.  a  gentleman  of  fixty  years  of  age,  valetudinary  in 
his  conftitution,  fubje£t.  to  pulmonary  complaints,  was  at 
the  approach  of  a  very  fevere  winter,  attacked  with  a 
feverifh  indifpofition,  which  terminated  in  an  abfcefs  in 
the  axilla ;  it  was  flow  and  indolent  in  its  progrefs,  but 
at  length  it  maturated,  and  was  opened  freely  by  the 
knife  ;  it  continued  to  difchargefor  feveral  months,  finu- 
fes  being  continually  formed,  all  of  which  were  opened; 
the  wound  contracted  finally,  to  a  fmall  aperture,  leading 
into  a  finus,  which  extended  far  up  under  the  pectoral 
mufcle.  The  operation  of  opening,  or  counteropening 
was  in  this  cafe  impracticable  ;  irritating  tents,  the 

fub- 
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Iii  other  parts  of  the  body,  fuch  as  thofe 
adjoining  to  the  faccus  lachrymalis,  the  mea- 
tus auditorius,  the  vagina,  or  the  rectum, 
the  formation  of  matter  is  attended  with  the 
inconvenience  of  its  being  liable  to  burfl  in- 
wardly into  thofe  cavities,  fo  as  to  produce 
a  fiftulous  fore ;  the  neceffity  of  treating 
thefe  abfceffes  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  pre- 
vent that  misfortune,  feems  unavoidable. 

fublimate  troches,  and  injections  of  various  kinds  were 
ufed  to  produce  a  coalefcence  of  the  fiftula,  but  all  prov- 
ed ineffectual  :  at  length  he  had  determined  to  content 
himfelf  with  his  misfortune,  but  going  out  of  town,  he 
was  overturned  in  a  carriage,  and  fuffered  a  compound 
fracture  of  the  arm;  he  was  then  neceffarily  confined 
to  his  bed,  and  the  arm  kept  in  a  perfect  ftate  of  quie- 
tude :  at  the  end  of  fix  weeks,  he  recovered  from  his 
fracture,  and  at  the  fame  time,  had  the  fatisfaction  of 
finding  the  filtulous  fore  in  the  axilla  completely  united. 


SECT. 
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SECT.  IV. 

On  the  Abfcefs  of  the  Hip  Joint. 

^WlTH  refpect  to  the  opening  of  ab- 
fceffes,  if  it  be  not  in  general  ufeful  or  ne- 
ceffary,  there  are  certainly,  reafons  of  ftrong 
and  peculiar  force  againft  opening  thofe, 
which  communicate  with  joints :  the  authc>- 
rities  of  writers  concur  with  the  opinion  of 
practitioners,  that  no  progrefs  is  made  to- 
wards effecting  a  cure,  by  opening  an  ab- 
fcefs, fubfequent  to  a  carious  joint :  fo  long- 
as  the  matter  is  contained  within  the  capfu- 
lar  ligament,  fymptoms  of  general  debility, 
emaciation  of  the  body,  profufe  weakening 
fvveats,  and  purgings,  do  not  ufually  come 
on  with  great  violence,  or  are  often  found 
capable  of  being  moderated,  by  the  ufe  of 
thofe  means,  which  the  art  of  medicine  af- 
fords j  but  if  the  matter  be  difcharged  by  an 
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external  opening,  made  either  by  incifion, 
or  cauftic,  and  particularly,  if  that  opening 

be  large,  or  the  difeafed  part  irritated  by 
tent,  or  feton,  introduced  into  the  cavity  of 
the  joint,  dangerous  fy mptoms  come  on  with 
great  rapidity,  which  prove  fatal  to  the  ex- 
igence of  the  patient,  or  to  the  prefervation 
of  the  limb. 

When  an  opening  is  made  into  a  joint, 
on  account  of  glary  fluid  or  matter,  formed 
and  accumulated  in  its  cavity,  from  a  pre- 
vious indifpofition  of  the  cartilages  or  bones, 
the  immediate  effects  produced  by  fuch  an 
operation,  are  increafe  of  pain,  loofe  fpon- 
gy  flefti  ftarting  out  from  the  cavity  of 
the  joint,  copious  and  fetid  difcharges  of 
matter,  attended  with  fuch  general  fymp- 
toms  of  debility,  evidently  proceeding  from 
an  aggravation  of  local  difeafe,  as  call  in- 
difpenfably  and  quickly,  for  the  decifive 
practice  of  removing  the  limb,  in  order  to 
preferve  life. 

But  if  a  different  mode  of  treatment  be 
purfued,  if  the  pain  be  moderated  by  o- 

piates, 
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piates,  if  the  fluid  be  not  difcharged  by 
an  external  opening,  in  fome  inftances  it 
has  been  known  to  be  abforbed  during 
a  patient  attendance  upon  the  difeafe,  and 
an  anchylofis  of  the  joint  has  enfued ;  or, 
if  the  capfular  ligament  and  integuments  give 
way  fpontaneouily,  the  fluid  thereby  oozes 
out  by  a  fmall  aperture,  and  the  ftrength  of 
the  patient  is  not  in  this  cafe,  fuddenly  ex- 
haufted  by  a  copious  and  continued  difcharge 
of  matter ;  more  time  is  gained  for  expe- 
riencing the  powers  of  nature,  or  for  ad- 
miniftering  the  remedies  of  art. 

In  the  abfcefs  of  the  hip  joint,  the  expe- 
dient of  totally  removing  the  difeafed  part, 
is  out  of  the  queftion ;  it  is  not  worthy  to 
be  confidered  as  a  refource  for  the  cure 
of  the  difeafe  ;   no  prudent  furgeon  can 
even  think  of  fiich  an  operation ;  a  caries 
in  the  joint  of  the  knee,  may  be  reme- 
died by  amputating  above  the  carious  parts, 
and  thereby  extirpating  entirely  the  local 
difeafe  :  but  the  carious  hip  joint  admits  of 
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no  fuch  remedy ;  the  hardieft,  and  moft  en- 
terprizing  furgeon,  who  has  ever  attempted 
the  removal  of  the  whole  lower  extremity, 
by  amputating  at  the  hip  joint,  never  aimed 
at  more,  than  taking  away  the  difeafed  head 
of  the  thigh  bone,  confidering  the  portions 
of  carious  bone  remaining,  to  be  finally 
thrown  off  by  a  procefs  of  nature. 

When  fo  large  a  furface  of  the  human 
body,  is  expofed  by  a  furgical  operation, 
which  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  have 
taken  place  in  a  debilitated  conftitution,  a 
favourable  termination  can  fcarcely  be  ex- 
pected by  the  moil  fanguine,  and  overween- 
ing operator.    It  muft  like  wife,  be  confide*, 
ed  that  this  fuccefs,  if  it  were  even  acquired, 
would  be  but  a  maimed  and  imperfect  mo- 
nument of  our  art ;  and  here  I  might  fafely 
obferve,  that  there  is  great  probability  in 
fuppofing,  that  the  caries  begins  in  the  qo- 
tyloid  cavity,  as  often  as  in  the  head  of  the 
thigh  bone  ;  certain  it  is,  that  in  every  cafe 
of  difeafe  of  the  hip  joint,  which  has  ter- 
minated fatally,  I  have  remarked,  that  the 

os 
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os  innominatum  has  been  affe&ed  by  the* 
caries  in  a  more  extenfive  degree,  than  the 

thigh  bone  itfelf  *. 

The  records  of  furgery  do  not  afford  many 
inftances  of  this  very  hazardous  operation, 
having  been  performed  for  remedying  the  dif- 
eafe  of  the  hip  joint :  the  only  cafe  f  in  my 
recollection,  ftrengmens  the  opinion  which 
is  generally  entertained,  namely,  that  an  am- 
putation at  the  hip  joint,  has  but  a  partial 
tendency  towards  removing  the  difeafe ;  but 
in  this  dreadful  fituation,  where  the  laft  re- 
fource  of  our  art  would  fail,  where  the  moft 
adventurous  furgery  cannot  remove  the  com- 
plaint, the  fimple  energy  of  nature  frequently 
fupplies  the  deficiency,  and  only  requires 
the  afliftance  of  medicine  to  fupport  the 
conftitution  during  the  tedious  procefs  of 
convalefcence,  rejecting  as  it  were  with  hor- 
ror, the  a&ive  aid  of  operative  furgery,  as 


*  See  plates  III.  IV.  V.  and  VI. 

t  See  Medical  Commentaries,  Vol.  VI.  p.  337. 
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W  exercife  of  {kill,  fomething  worfe  than 
oftentatious  and  ufelefs. 

When  a  caries  of  the  joint  has  exifted  for 
a  confiderable  time,  varying,  as  has  been 
faid  in  length,  with  the  different  ftrength 
and  habits  of  the  patients,  an  external  fup- 
puration   generally   takes   place  in  fome 
part  contiguous  to  the  joint :  it  moll:  fre- 
quently happens  below  the  great  trochanter 
over  the  vaftus  externus  mufcle,  fometimes 
in  the  anteriour  part  of  the  thigh,  frequently 
on  the  nates,  or  higher  up  in  the  loins,  and 
oftentimes  in  all  thefe  parts  fucceHively, 

The  progrefs  of  this  fuppuration,  is  ge- 
nerally attended  with  a  flight  tenfion,  and 
fome  degree  of  tendernefs  of  the  part,  fen- 
libly  felt  on  preffure  :  it  is  not  always  ac- 
companied with  any  great  increafe  of  lame- 
nefs  or  general  debility,  with  miverings, 
„  or  tne  ufual  fymptoms  of  the  formation  of 
matter ;  on  the  contrary,  the  painful  fymp- 
toms of  the  difeafe  fometimes  diminim, 
while  the  fuppuration  is  advancing,  and 
this  is  a  circumftance,  which  often  happens 

when 
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when  matter  is  formed  upon  difeafed  bones 
in  other  parts  of  the  body  :  meanwhile  the 
patient  is  generally  capable  of  ufing  his  ac- 
cuftomed  exercife,  and  may  often  continue 
to  do  fo,  although  the  abfcefs  has  formed  a 
very  large  and  prominent  tumour,  until  the 
moment  arrives,  when  it  burfts. 

This  however  is  not  the  moft  common 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  inflammation  and 
fever  are  frequently  attendant  on  the  fup- 
puration  ;  but  however   thefe  fymptoms 
vary  in  different  patients,   depending  pro- 
bably, upon  peculiarity  in  conftitution,  upon 
the  quantity  of  difeafed  bone  producing 
irritation,  or  upon  fome  other  caufe,  not 
eafily  afcertained,  ftill  the  local  treatment 
in  every  cafe  mould  be  as  fimple  as  poffi- 
ble  :  for  there  is  no  rational  fyftem  known, 
which  can  point  out  the  advantage  to  be 
derived  from  an  artificial  opening  made  in 
any  way  whatfoever,  during  this  ftage  of 
the  difeafe,  neither  is  there  one  cafe  on  re- 
cord, where  an  active  employment  of  the 
art  of  operative  furgery  has  been  found  ma- 
terially 
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terially  ufeful,  in  this  period  of  the  com- 
plaint. 

Where  the  conftitution  fuffers  little  from 
the  fuppuration,  internal  medicines  are  not 
much  wanted  j   when  painful  fymptoms 
arife  from  the  difeafe,  they  are  to  be  re- 
lieved by  fuch  means,  as  the  exigence  of 
thefe  fymptoms  require.     As  the  abfcefs 
advances  towards  fuppuration,  the  minds 
both  of  the  patient  and  his  friends,  are 
often  raifed  to  a  great  pitch  of  anxiety,  ex- 
pecting the  termination  of  the  diforder  to  be 
fynchronous  with  the  difcharge  of  matter 
from  the  abfcefs  ;  as  this  however  cannot 
be  effected,  the  period  is  arrived,  when  the 
judgement  and  refolution  of  the  furgeon 
may  be  fhewn,   in  refitting  the  felicita- 
tions, which  are  frequently  made  to  him  to 
difcharge  the  matter  by  operation. 

It  may  feem  a  trifling  variation  of  prac- 
tice, to  fuffer  this  matter  to  make  its  own 
way  gradually  through  the  integuments,  in- 
ftead  of  feeming  to  affift  it,  by  making  a 
fmall  pun&ure  with  the  lancet,  or  pencilling 

the 
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the  Ikin  with  the  lapis  infernalis ;  but  on  the 
minutiffi  of  practice,  fuccefs  frequently  de- 
pends. Whoever  has  attended  to  difeafed 
joints  and  bones,  may  have  obferved  that 
the  efforts  of  nature,  towards  the  cure  of  a 
difeafed  bone,  are  more  eafily  affifted,  and 
proceed  with  more  certainty,  where  external 
fuppuration  has  not  been  encouraged,  where 
air  is  not  admitted,  where  general  means 
only  have  been  ufed  to  fupport  the  confti- 
tution,  and  the  neceflary  remedies  have  been 
adopted  as  fymptoms  feemed  to  require,  to 
counteract  the  particular  caufe  of  the  difeafed 
bone,  whether  it  be  venereal,  or  ftrumous 
taint,  than  in  thofe  cafes  where  a  different 
plan  has  been  purfued,  and  large  openings 
have  been  made  over  the  bones  difeafed. 

In  the  cure  of  incurvated  fpine  from  ca- 
ries, if  matter  has  not  made  its  external  ap- 
pearance, fo  as  to  become  of  itfelf  an  object 
of  furgical  treatment,  the  difficulty  and  the 
hazard  is  comparatively  fmall,  and  can  in 
no  degree  be  eftimated  with  thofe  dangers, 
which  attend  the  cafe,  where  it  finally  makes 

an 
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an  external  appearance,  under  the  form  of  a 
vertebral,  or  pfoas  abfcefs . 

Whoever  is  of  opinion  that  the  formation 
of  matter  may  fafely  be  confidered  in  this 
difeafe,  merely  as  an  adventitious  circum- 
ftance,  that  it  does  not  fpecifically  add  to 
the  caries,  or  do  local  injury  to  the  parts, 
will  naturally  be  anxious  to  adopt  a  plan, 
which  tends  to  prevent,  or  at  leafr.  to  re- 
tard the  neceffity  of  an  external  opening, 
and  particularly,  .as  the  important  interval  of 
time,  gained  by  this  delay,  may  be  wifely 
and  beneficially  employed  in  invigorating 
the  conftitution,  and  thereby  meliorating 
the  ftate  of  the  difeafe. 

Whenever  this  external  opening  unfortu- 
nately takes  place,  whether  it  be  made  by 
art,  or  whether  it  be  the  gradual  effect  of 
the  integuments  giving  way  from  tenfion, 
the  probable  confequences  of  the  inftanta- 
neous  difcharge,  are  hectical  fymptoms,  and, 
if  thefe  fymptoms  come  on,  they  may  be 
confidered  as  indications  of  the  original  dif- 
eafe 
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eafe,  being  in  a  ftate  by  no  means  leading  lo 
con  vale  fcence. 

When  the  abfcefs  burfts  fpontaneoufly, 
the  opening,  which  is  generally  fmall,  of- 
ten clofes  again  for  a  few  days,  the  matter 
being  entirely  difcharged,  orfome  portion 
of  it  remaining  in  the  cavity ;  either  of  thefe 
circumftances  may  occur  without  injury  to 
the  conftitution  in  general,  or  any  aggrava- 
tion of  the  local  difeafe.  The  abfcefs  will 
frequently  continue  in  this  way,  collecting 
and  burfting,  and  the  patient  may  fbill  for  a 
considerable  length  of  time,  be  favoured 
with  the  enjoyment  of  very  tolerable  health. 

But,  if  the  tumour  be  opened  even  by  a 
fmall  incifion,  the  cavity  being  inftantly  and 
totally  emptied,  and  an  aperture  left  open, 
through  which  the  fluid  ffinds  a  ready  out- 
let, as  quickly  as  it  is  fecreted,  a  much 
greater  proftration  of  ftrength  will  probably 
enfue,  than  if  the  abfcefs  had  been  fuffered 
to  burft  in  its  natural  courfe. 

To  fupport  properly  the  vital  powers  in 
all  ftrumous  difeafes,  not  attended  with  lo- 
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cal  inflammation,  is  allowed  to  be  a  rational 
mode  of  cure,  for  certainly,  whatever  has  an 
immediate  tendency  to  produce  debility, 
feems  likely  to  incrcafe  the  difeafe ;  but  the 
opening  of  ftrumous  abfcefles,  connected 
with  difeafed  joints,  is  known  to  produce 
this  effect  almoft  invariably,  and  ought 
therefore  on  the  foregoing  principle  to  be 
carefully  avoided  in  every  poffible  cafe. 

When  a  large  extenfive  caries  has  taken 
place  in  the  hip  joint,  affecting  the  head  and 
neck  of  the  thigh  bone,  and  the  acetabulum 
of  the  ifchion,  the  principal  hope  of  cure 
feems  to  be  the  formation  of  an  anchylofis 
in  the  joint,  fuppofing  the  upper  extremity 
of  the  bone  not  to  have  efcaped  from  the 
cotyloid  cavity,  or  that  cavity  not  to  be  fo 
much  deftroyed,  but  that  it  may  frill  admit 
of  an  anchylolis. 

This  is  the  bell  object  fo  be  now  purfued, 
arid  however  uncomfortable  it  may  feem  to 
the  feelings  of  the  patient,  and  of  his  friends, 
that  the  furgeon  mould  look  for  his  ulti- 
mate fuccefs,  in  the  difmiffion  of  a  lame 

and 
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and  halting  object  from  his  care ;  and  that 
the  attendance  of  three  or  four  years,  can 
produce  nothing  better  than  fuch  a  dif- 
creditable  inftance  of  our  art,  it  is  the  only 
refource,  which  nature  affords  in  fo  defperate 
a  fituation,  the  parts  affected  are  not  abfo- 
lutely  vital  organs,  but  from  their  fituation 
are  nearly  connected  with  them  :  to  preferve 
life,  where  fuch  evident  danger  has  exiffed, 
is  the  grand  object  to  be  aimed  at,  and  if 
it  cannot  be  attained  without  lofs  of  parts, 
and  their  confequent  motion,  the  imperfec- 
tion of  the  fcience  of  furgery  is  to  be  re- 
gretted, and  no  blame  can  properly  be  at- 
tached to  its  profelfors*.    Where  impoffi- 

*  Quam  graviter  illi  laborent,  qui  initio  articuli  in- 
flations, dein  humore  illo  ftagnante  afficiuntur,  qui  in- 
flationem  excitat,  et  acris  faflus  irritat  et  corfodit  inter- 
nas,  deinde  etiam  externas  partes,  norunt  illi,  qui  per 
tnenfes  et  annos,  fedulo  omni  attentionetaliadeligaverunt 
ulcera,  pedetentim  enim  ulcera  ilia  innumeros  finus 
generant,  quotidie  infignem  quantitatem  ichoris  fundunt, 
crus  atrophia  afEciunt,  deinde  et  totum  corpus,  vel, 
erofo  articulo  inevitabilem,  atque  fimul  incurabilem 
producunt  anchylofin.  Schwencke  Hcematologise  p.  211. 

I  2  bilities 
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bilities  cannot  be  effected,  where  bone  and 
cartilage  abfolutely  deftroyed,  abforbed,  and 
annihilated  as  far  as  refpects  this  part,  can- 
not by  any  art  be  reproduced,  the  pre- 
fervation  of  life  at  any  rate,  and  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  limb,  as  entire  as  poffible,  are 
ftill  very  important  objects,  and  well  worth 
purfuing. 

Eft  quadam  prodire  tenus,  fi  non  datur  ultra. 

Towards  the  attainment  of  thefe  ends, 
the  fcience  of  medical  furgery  affords 
much  affiftance,  but  furgery  ftridly  con- 
fidered  as  a  manual  art,  is  but  of  little 
fervice'.  The  opening  of  the  abfcefs,  and 
expoiing  the  difeafed  joint  in  fome  meafure 
to  the  influence  of  external  air,  may  even 
from  theory  be  confidered,  as  having  a  ten- 
dency to  increafe  the  morbid  affection  of  the 
parts  ;  but  it  is  certainly  known,  that  in  this 
complaint  the  cure  is  not  accelerated,  equi- 
valent to  the  hazard  incurred,  nor  perhaps  is 
there  any  advantage  derived  from  fuch  an 
operation,  in  any  cafes  of  difeafed  bones, 

except 
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except  where  the  carious  bone  can  be  en- 
tirely removed. 

If  it  be  faid,  that  an  exfoliation  takes 
place  much  fooner,  where  the  furface  of  the 
difeafed  bone  is  laid  open,  it  ought  to  be  re- 
colleded,  that  the  expofure  of  the  bone  to 
air,  often  creates  the  neceffity  of  this  ex- 
foliation ;  whereas,  if  it  be  not  expofed  to 
air,  experience  proves,  that  a  difeafed  bone 
frequently  alters  to  a  healthy  ftate,  and  that 
even  an  extenfive  furface  of  bone  fometimes 
recovers  itfelf ,  without  apparent  lofs  of  fub- 
ftance,  where  the  integuments  have  not  been 
opened  :  this  is  eminently  confpicuous  in 
enlargements  of  cylindrical  bones  from  ve- 
nereal and  fcrophulous  attacks.    If  fuch  al- 
terations take  place,  as  they  certainly  do,  in 
the  interfaces  between  joints,    is  it  not 
proper,  and  indeed  neceffary,  in  all  abfeef- 
fes  proceeding  from  joints,  and  particularly 
in  the  cafe  of  the  hip  joint,  to  adopt  fuch  a 
practice,  as  does  not  expofe  to  air,  parts 
which  are  too  nearly  connected  with  the  ge- 
neral welfare  of  the  human  fyftem,  to  ad- 
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mit  of  large  exfoliations,  or  of  any  treat- 
ment, which  produces  fuch  long-continued 
and  copious  difcharges  of  matter,  as  are  the 
unavoidable  confequences  of  a  free  opening 
into  thefe  cavities  ? 

The  practice  of  fuffering  fuch  abfcelfes 
to  burft  fpontaneoufly,  is  not  always  fuc- 
cefsful,  but  inftances  of  fortunate  termi- 
nations are  fufficiently  frequent,  to  juftify 
an  adherence  to  the  pradice  of  forbearance : 
whereas  on  the  other  hand,  the  practice  of 
making  a  large  opening,  either  by  incifion, 
by  cauftic,  or  by  feton,  into  abfceffes  com- 
municating with  caries  of  joints,  is  in  al- 
moft  every  inftance,  well  known  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  train  of  untoward  and  hopelefs 
fymptoms,  which  ufually  terminate  in  death. 

Hectical  fymptoms,  it  is  admitted,  will 
fometimes  enfue,  after  the  fpontaneous  burft- 
ing  of  an  abfcefs  from  the  hip  joint,  and 
doubtlefs  require  the  utmoft  attention  and  af- 
liftance.  Colliquative  fweats  and  purgings, 
great  emaciation,  and  an  almoft  total  prof- 
tration  of  ftrengtb,  frequently  occur  under 

the 
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the  mildeft  poffible  treatment  of  the  difeafe  ; 
when  the  abfccfs  has  burft,  the  patient  will 
lie  fometimes  for  months,  without  the  ability 
of  affifting  himfelf,  and  will  fcarcely  bear 
to  be  touched  in  bed,  without  crying  out  in 
agony  from  the  pain  in  the  joint :  all  this 
may  be  confidered  as  a  natural  confequence  of 
the  loofe  and  unconneded  ftate  of  the  carious 
bone,  and  of  the  irritable  ftate  of  the  flelhy 
-parts  furrounding  it ;  neverthelefs,  this  moll 
unpromifing  cafe  will  fometimes  terminate 
fuccefsfully,  if  all  unneceftary  furgical  ope- 
ration be  forborn,  if  unneceftary  motion  ia 
the  limb  be  avoided,  and  if  fuch  medicines 
are  adminiftered,  as  are  of  fufficient  efficacy 
to  counteract  the  moft  urgent  fymptoms  of 
danger;  opiates  to  mitigate  pain,  and  the 
peruvian  bark,  adminiftered  in  as  large  dofes 
as  the  ftomach  will  bear,  have  in  many  cafes, 
which  I  have  feen,  been  unqueftionably  fer- 
viceable. 

To  render  this  practice  fuccefsful,  a  nu- 
tritive diet,  and  good  air,  are  eflentially  re- 
quisite :  patients  labouring  under  this  difeafe 
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have  ufually  an  inordinate  defire  for  ani- 
mal food,  which,  within  reafonable  bounds, 
may  Mdy  be  indulged.    In  cafes  of  lumbar 
abfceffes,  and  of  abfceffes  from  the  hip-joint 
difeafe,  I  have  invariably  feen  the  good  ef- 
fects, arifmg  from  a  change  of  the  antiphlo- 
giftic  to  a  cordial  plan  of  diet.    Many  of 
the  objects  of  this  complaint,  exhaufted  by 
a  profufe,  nocturnal  perfpiration,  have  in 
the  morning  been  importunate  for  refrefh- 
ments  of  the  moft  folid  nature;  they  have 
an  eager  craving  for  ftrong  foups,  meat,  por- 
ter, and  wine,  and  ficken  at  the  offer  of  tea, 
barley  water,  and  weak  diluting  beverages  ; 
fo  far  from  denying  thefe  indulgencies,  I 
have  uniformly  experienced  the  advantage 
of  complying  with  them. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  good  air,  in  every 
period  of  this  complaint,  are  known  to  all 
practitioners  :  in  the  lefs  dangerous  attacks 
of  fcrophula,  the  difadvantage  of  living  in 
large  cities,  in  crowded  hofpitals,  in  narrow 
ftreets,  and  in  fmall,  low,  or  damp  houfes, 
am  well  known,  but  in  the  hip-joint  difeafe, 

the 


f[     121  ] 
the  benefits  derived  from  a  country  air,  and 
particularly  in  an  open  fituation  near  the  fea, 
are  fo  great,  that  they  feem  to  fuperfede  in  a 
great  meafure,  every  other  medical  attention. 

This  fimple  mode  of  treatment,  in  which 
the  principal  points  are,  to  avoid  furgical 
operations  and  unneceffary  motion,  and  to 
procure  as  much  as  poffible  an  enjoyment  of 
good  air,  and  nutritive  diet,  requires  per- 
haps no  ftronger  recommendation,  than  the 
reflection,  that  the  method,  to  which  it  is 
oppofed,  is  uniformly  unfuccefsful,  whilft 
this  more  eafy  one,  -both  for  the  patient  and 
the  furgeon,  has  the  fuperiour  advantage,  of 
being  lefs  terrible  to  the  feelings  of  the  ob- 
ject principally  concerned. 

It  may  not  however  be  improper  in  this 
place,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  practitioner 
to  fome  fads,  which  arife  from  the  compa- 
rifon  of  this  with  other  difeafes  of  bones, 
where  the  fimple  efforts  of  nature  alone, 
feem  to  be  more  fuccefsful,  than  the  beft- 
performed  operations  of  art. 

A  carious  ftate  of  the  vertebrae,  is  a  com- 
plaint, 
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plaint,  known  to  be  of  the  moft  fatal  ten- 
dency ;  yet  this  difeafe,  where  external  fup- 
puration  has  not  taken  place,  is  by  proper 
treatment  oftentimes  cured.    Where  an  ex- 
ternal abfcefs  has  unfortunately  happened, 
either  from  the  nature  of  the  complaint,  or 
from  the  want  of  a  judicious  application  of 
the  cauftic  in  an  early  period,  a  fuccefsful 
termination  is  more  likely  to  refult  from 
fuch   a  plan,    as  is  here  recommended, 
which  imitates  the  proceedings  of  nature 
in  her  cure  of  the  difeafe,  than  from  the 
method  to  which  it  is  oppofed,  which  waftes 
the  powers  of  the  conftitution  by  large  open- 
ings, unavoidably  productive  of  copious  dif- 
charges  of  matter.    In  many  cafes  of  this 
kind,  where  I  have  carefully  obferved  the 
progrefs  of  this  lamentable  diforder,  I  have 
noted,  that  with  very  little  furgical  treat- 
ment, and  fcarcely  any  manual  operation, 
but  with  the  ftricteft  attention  to  a  liberal 
and  nutritive  diet,  and  a  free  ufe  of  the  bark, 
as  fymptoms  feemed  occafionally  to  require, 
the  difeafe  has  been  kept  at  bay  in  many  cafes, 
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and  in  fome,  has  been  abfolutely  removed, 
the  cure  proving,  fo  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  colled:,  permanent,  for  although  the  in- 
curvation remained,  the  patients  have  conti- 
nued well  in  other  refpects. 

There  is  no  circumftance  better  known  in 
furgery,  nor  any  fact  more  worthy  of  atten- 
tion, than  the  difference  of  fuccefs  attend- 
ing the  treatment  of  fractures  and  dilloca- 
tions,  which  are  called  Ample,  and  thofe, 
which  are  commonly  diftinguiflied,  by  the 
denominations  of  compound  fractures  and 
diflocations.  Simple  fractures,  namely, 
thofe  not  accompanied  with  a  wound  pe- 
netrating to  the  fractured  bone,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  are  eafily  cured,  and  bring 
equal  credit  to  the  furgeon,  and  comfort 
to  the  patient.  But  the  cure  of  compound 
fractures  and  diflocations,  particularly  where 
they  are  thought  neceffary  to  be  frequently 
opened,  for  the  infpection  of  the  furgeon, 
and  for  the  application  of  plafters,  poultices  r 
and  fomentations,  becomes  tedious,  and  fre- 
quently hazardous.    Inflammation,  fever, 
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and  fuppuration  often  enfue,  the  extremities 
of  the  fractured  bone  unite  with  difficulty, 
the  cure  becomes  ftubborn,  the  art  of  furgery 
is  depreciated,  the  patient's  hope  of  recovery 
fruftrated,  by  repeated  fuppuration  from 
parts  connected  with  the  injured  bone, 
much  of  life  is  loft,  and  perhaps  the  final 
refource  of  amputation  becomes  after  all, 
unavoidable. 

A  procefs  not  altogether  diffimilar,  fome- 
times  takes  place  in  difeafes  of  joints,  and 
particularly  in  that  of  the  hip  joint  :  to 
a  fimple  fracture  of  bone,  may  be  compared 
that  kind^  of  caries  in  the  hip  joint,  which, 
commencing  in  abrafion  of  the  cartilages, 
and  terminating  in  anchylofis,  proceeds  in 
its  various  ftages,  without  an  external  open- 
ing formed  from  the  difeafed  bone.  Though 
the  head  and  neck  of  the  thigh  bone,  and 
the  cotyloid  cavity,  become  in  the  progrefs  of 
the  complaint,  as  it  were,  obliterated,  and 
an  abforption  of  bony  matter  be  daily  going 
on,  a  fact  clearly  ascertained  by  the  fhorten- 
ing  of  the  limb,  though  an  anchylofis  of 
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the  joint  take  place,  if  the  extremities  of  the 
bones  are  in  fuch  a  fituation,  as  to  admit  of 
anchylofis,  though  a  new  pofition  of  parts 
may  enfue,    and  a  long  feries  of  years 
elapfe,  before  a  firm  confolidation  can  be 
effected,   yet  the  rifk,    as  far  as  it  con- 
cerns the  life  of  the  patient,  is  almoft  totally 
done  away*:  the  tedious  interval  is  not 
marked  by  the  impending  terror  of  death, 
the  fymptoms  of  heftic  fever,  colliquative 
fweats  and  purgings,  and  extreme  weaknefs, 
which  ufually  precede  its  fatal  conclufion, 
when  attended  with  external  fuppuration, 
rarely  in  this  fimple  ftate  of  the  complaint, 
combine  to  embitter  the  many  years  of  fuf- 
penfe,  which  mull  elapfe,  before  a  perfect 
'  convalefcence  can  be  accomplifhed. 

During  this  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  which 
is  a  caries  of  the  joint  proceeding  to  anchy- 
lofis, without  an  external  fuppuration,  much 
.  relief  may  occafionally  be  given  to  the  pa- 
tient by  medicine,  and  by  a  regimen  com- 

*  See  cafe  XIV. 
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prehending  an  attention  to  diet,  air,  cloathing, 
and  every  minute  particular,  which  has  a  ten- 
dency to  counteract  caries ,  or  a  fcrophulous  dif- 
pofition  of  the  habit.  Every  circumftancealfo, 
which  is  capable  of  exciting  inflammation 
and  fuppuration,  in  the  part  affected,  muft 
be  carefully  attended  to  :  fuch  local  exacer- 
bation of  the  complaint,  if  likely  to  take 
place,  is  to  be  obviated  by  topical  bleeding 
with  leeches,  or  cupping ;  blifters,  or  even 
an  hTue,  may  occasionally  be  ufed,  as  fymp* 
toms  appear  to  require,  and  in  addition  to 
thofe  means,  no  plan  can  be  more  ftrongly 
recommended  on  every  juft  principle,  than 
to  take  off,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  preflure 
of  the  trunk  from  the  difeafed  joint.  In 
this  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  the  fhortening  of 
the  thigh  bone,  the  deformed  appearance  of 
the  hip,  manifeftly  prove  a  caries  of  the 
joint,  as  evidently  as  a  caries  of  the  verte- 
brae, or  a  mollifies  offium,  is  demonftrated 
by  an  incurvation  of  the  fpine. 

The  utility  of  the  machines  contrived  by 
Vacher,  for  fuch  distortion,  or  incurvation  of 

the 


[    127  1 

the  fpine,  confifts  in  their  power  of  fupport- 
ing  fome  part  of  the  weight  of  the  head,  fa 
as  to  leffen  its  preffure  on  that  chain  of 
bones,  which  is  fuppofed  to  have  undergone 
a  morbid  alteration  j  for  it  is  not  demon- 
strated that  any  fpinal  machines  are  capable 
of  producing  an  elongation  of  the  verte- 
bra?. Reafon  and  experience  fhew,  that 
any  degree  of  violence,  applied  to  difeafed 
bones,  has  a  tendency  to  increafe  the  difeafe. 
The  advantage  of  thefe  machines,  if  they 
but  ferve  to  take  off  preffure,  cannot  be 
doubted. 

Their  aptitude  for  this  purpofe,  and  their 
acknowledged  utility  in  the  fupport  of  the 
head,  and  the  diminution  of  its  preffure  on- 
the  trunk,  are  fatts  deferving  attentions 
and  it  would  be  fortunate,  if  the  knowledge 
of  thefe  circumftances  could  fuggeft  any 
important  mechanical  improvement,  calcu* 
lated  to  produce  the  fame  beneficial  efTedt  in 
the  hip  difeafe,  as  nothing  can  be  clearer, 
from  natural  manifeft  indications,  than,  that 
the  patients  muft  feel  eafe  and  advantage  from 
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every  expedient  to  prevent  the  weight  of  the 
body,  in  any  degree  vvhatfoever,  from  pref- 
fing  on  the  joint,  during  the  prevalence  of 
the  difeafe,  or  whilft  it  is  in  a  ftate  of  gra- 
dual convalefcence. 

Although  in  every  ftage  of  the  cure,  the 
patient  be  well  afMed  by  tonic  remedies, 
as  far  as  they  refpecT:  air,  diet,  and  me- 
dicine, except  at  thofe  times  when  an  in- 
flammatory diathefis  requires,  and  warrants 
a  deviation  from  fuch  an  indulgent  treatment, 
and  although  every  method  be  adopted  to 
prevent,  if  poffible,  an  external  fuppuration, 
yet  the  general  plan  of  cure  may  be  aided, 
and  improved  exceedingly  by  a  vigilant  at- 
tention to  every  lenient  device,  which  a  per- 
fect knowledge  of  the  local  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  can  fuggeft  to  the  ingenuity  of  the 
furgeon. 

When  air  and  exercife  afe  recommended 
to  the  patient  to  improve,  and  to  maintain 
his  general  fyftem  of  health,  it  is  fit  and 
necelfary  that  he  be  fupported  with  great  care 
and  convenience  on  crutches :  he  mull  not 
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be  fuffered  to  hobble  with  a  flick  in  one 
hand,  cr  to  reft  with  any  ftrefs  on  the  toes 
of  the  limb  affected  ;  for  it  is  obvious, 
when  a  lliortening  of  the  limb  has  indu- 
bitably taken  place,  that  no  means  have  been 
hitherto  difcovered,  which  can  reftore  lofs  of 
fubftance  in  bones  and  cartilages,  and  that 
this  fhortening  of  the  limb  does  not  de- 
pend upon  fpafm  and  contraction  of  the 
mufcles,  and  therefore  every  attempt  made 
to  procure  its  elongation,  either  by  encourag- 
ing the  patient  to  ufe  it  without  the  aftiftance 
of  crutches,  to  truft  to  a  ftick  only  in  walk- 
ing, or  elfe  by  adding  a  leaden  weight  to 
the  fole  of  his  flioe,  which  is  fometimes  in- 
judicioully  done,  muft  neceffarily  irritate  the 
difeafe,  and  provoke  an  external  fuppuration, 
the  event  which  of  all  others  mould  be  prin- 
cipally dreaded,  and  moft  carefully  avoided. 

The  neceffity  of  conftantly  poihng,  and 
properly  fupporting  the  body  on  crutches, 
cannot  be  too  ftrongly  enforced  ;  if  they 
be  left  off  too  foon,  all  is  undone;  what- 
ever may  have  been  gained  will  quickly 
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be  loft,  and  a  fatal  termination  of  the  difeafe 
muff  fpeedily  follow. 

The  unfeemlinefs  of  ufing  thefe  cumber- 
fome  fupports,  operates  ftrongly  on  the  minds 
of  young  patients,  who  are  naturally  defi- 
rous  of  availing  themfelves  of  the  ufe  of 
their  limbs,  and  are  eager  to  get  rid  of  the 
marks  of  old  age  and  infirmity ;  too  of- 
ten to  their  future  forrow,  they  throw 
them  away,  or  at  leaft  occasionally  neg- 
-le6t  them,  before  a  firm  and  indiffoluble 
union  has  taken  place  between  the  thigh 
bone  and  the  os  innominatum,  and  the  na- 
tural confequence  is,  that  frefh  fuppurations 
come  on,  from  too  heavy  a  prefliire  on  bones 
loofely  connected,  or  not  completely  anchy- 
lofed. 

Another  circum fiance,  which  enforces  the 
propriety  of  fupporting  the  body  on  crutches, 
during  every  period  of  the  complaint,  prior 
to  a  firm  and  complete  union,  is,  that 
from  an  attempt  to  bear  on  the  limb  before 
a  confolidation  of  the  bone  is  effected,  irri- 
tation and  pain,  are  necelTarily  produced 
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in  the  difeafed  hip,  whence  the  patient  is 
obliged  to  bear  on  the  oppofite  fide,  with 
a  view  of  throwing  a  greater  proportion 
of  the  weight  of  the  trunk  on  the  found 
limb  j  this  foon  becomes  a  habit,  which  in 
young  perfons  almofr.  invariably  produces 
a  diftortion  of  the  fpine,  in  a  greater  or 
lefTer  degree  j  and  this  calamity  adds  confide- 
rably  to  the  unhappinefs  and  deformity  of 
the  fufferer.  There  is  befides  all  this,  a 
danger  of  occalioning,  by  fuch  precipitate 
and  indifcreet  practice,  a  contraction  of  the 
fuperiour  aperture  of  the  pelvis,  *  from  in- 
curvation of  the  os  facrum,  a  circumftance 
peculiarly  unfortunate  to  female  patients. 

Premire  and  mufcular  motion  operate  pow- 
fully  and  extenfively  both  in  the  progrefs, 
and  termination  of  difeafes  of  joints,  the 
pathology  of  which  is  difficult  to  be  explain- 
ed without  a  particular  reference  to  their  lo- 
cal lituations.  A  caries  of  bone  is  the  fame 
in  every  part  of  the  body,  whether  it  be 

*  See  plate  V. 
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a  difeafe  in  the  bones  of  the  toes,  the 
foot,  the  ankle,  the  knee,  the  hip,  the  ver- 
tebrae, or  the  bones  of  the  fingers,  the  wrift, 
the  elbow,  or  the  moulder,  but  the  ter- 
mination of  caries  is  not  equally  difaftrous 
in  thofe  feveral  parts,  all  equally  liable  to  be 
affected  by  it :  the  event  being  influenced  by 
the  particular  fituation  of  the  bone. 

In  attending  to  difeafed  joints,  it  may  be 
obferved,  that  the  fame  difeafe  of  white 
fwelling,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  or  ca- 
ries, exifting  in  the  extremities  of  bones 
forming  joints,  is  not  fo  fatal  in  the  upper, 
as  it  is  in  the  lower  extremity.  This  difeafe 
occurs  in  the  elbow  joint,  and  in  the  wrift, 
as  frequently  as  in  the  knee,  and  in  the  an- 
kle joint :  but  it  is  not  attended  with  equal 
fatality.  '  It  is  well  known,  that  amputation 
of  the  arm  is  by  no  means  fo  often  perform- 
ed as  that  of  the  leg;  neither  is  it  fo  often 
neceffary  to  amputate,  for  the  fame  com- 
plaint of  the  elbow,  or  wrift  joint,  as  it  is 
for  that  of  the  knee,  or  ankle  joint :  the 
true  reafons  for  this  difference  may  probably 
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appear  from  confidering  the  fituation,  and 
motion  of  the  refpective  parts  affected  with 
one  and  the  fame  difeafe. 

A  patient  applies  for  furgical  affiftance,  in 
a  cafe  of  ftrumous  caries  in  the  wrift  or  el- 
bow, the  difeafe  being  clearly  marked  by  en- 
largement of  the  joint,  by  violent  pain,  by 
abrafion  of  cartilages,  and  wafting  of  the 
limb,  above  and  below  the  difeafed  part, 
fymptoms  which,  if  left  to  themfelves, 
are  well  known,  to  terminate  fooner  or  later, 
in  fuppuration  of  the  parts  :  yet  the  practice 
of  furgery  mews,  that  in  the  upper  extre- 
mity, the  fuppurative  progrefs  is  more  eafily 
checked  by  art ;  and  that  the  means,  even  of 
curing  the  difeafe,  are  more  fuccefsful,  than 
the  very  fame  means  are,  when  employed 
in  the  cure  of  fimilar  complaints  of  the 
knee,  and  much  more  of  the  ankle. 

Whence  does  this  arife  ?  or  how  is  it  to 
be  accounted  for  ?  I  think  the  caufe  is  to  be 
found  in  the  fituation  of  the  part,  which  is 
not  fo  much  expofed  to  the  irritation  of  pref- 
fure,  and  eafily  admits  of  a'  ftate  of  quie- 
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tude  favourable  to  the  operation  of  remedies, 
whilft  at  the  fame  time,  the  patient  is  capa- 
ble of  ufing  freely  that  general  exercife,  ne- 
ceflkry  to  fupport  his  health. 

When  the  fame  eaufe  of  complaint  exifts 
in  the  ankle  joint,  even  with  a  lefs  degree  of 
difeafe,  there  are  but  few  who  can,  and 
fewer  ftill  who  will  give  to  remedies,  their 
full  probability  of  fuccefs,  or  to  the  parts 
affected,  a  fair  chance  of  recovery,  by  fub- 
mitting  to  that  confinement,  and  conti- 
nuance in  a  ftate  of  reft,  which  is  indif- 
penfable,  in  order  to  promote  thefanative  ope- 
ration of  the  one,  and  the  relief  and  re-efta- 
blifhment  of  the  other  :  it  might  per- 
haps be  impoffible  to  have  fuch  eafe  as  is 
requirite,  or  a  complete  advantage  of  reft 
and  indulgence  for  the  lower  extremity,  con- 
liftent  with  the  loco-motive  exercife,  and 
change  of  air,  eflentially  neceftary  to  pre- 
jferve  the  conftitution  for  a  length  of  time  in 
a  fufHcient  degree  of  vigour,  to  refift  the 
ill  effects  of  an  exifting  fcrophulous  caries, 
or  of  a  bad  difpofition  of  the  part,  tainted 

with 


8  [  *35  1 
with  fcrophula,  and  haftening  to  caries.  It 
muft  likewife  be  remembered,  that  the  cure 
of  difeafed  joints,  whether  effected  by  na- 
ture in  her  procefs  of  anchylofis,  or  accom- 
plished by  art,  fo  as  to  prefer  ve  uninjured 
the  cartilaginous  ends  of  the  bones,  is  a 
tedious  operation,  liable  to  be  interrupted  by 
a  variety  of  caufes,  contingent  and  diffi* 
cult  to  be  forefeen.  If  fuch  a  difeafe  of  the 
ankle  joint  proceeds  to  fuppuration,  and  an 
external  wound  enfues,  it  then  becomes  a 
malady,  to  be  cured  only  by  amputation  j 
for  the  parts  being  thus  injured,  experience 
mews  that  the  difeafe  would  otherwife  prove 
fatal.  When  the  cartilages  of  the  bones, 
which  form  this  joint,  are  abraded,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  conceive,  that  an  anchylofis  can 
become  fufficiently  ftrong  to  bear  the  weight 
of  the  body,  it  would  be  liable  to  be  dif- 
turbed,  by  the  leaft  attempt  at  active  exerr 
tion,  nor  does  it  feem  probable,  that  the 
whole  weight  of  the  trunk,  can  ever  be  per- 
manently fupported  on  this  joint,  although 
it  were  perfectly  united  by  anchylofis. 
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This  opinion  I  have  formed  from  a  care- 
ful, and  unprejudiced  consideration  of  this 
difeafe,  as  far  as  it  refpects  the  joint  of  the 
ankle,  for  I  have  never  feen  a  firm  and 
ufeful  limb  preferved,  after  a  caries  had 
once  really  taken  place  in  this  joint,  or  after 
a  difpofition  to  caries  in  it,  had  clearly  be- 
come manifeft :  on  the  contrary  I  have  al- 
ways obferved,  that  the  cures  boafted.of  in 
fuch  cafes,  whatever  reputation  they  may 
bring  to  the  performers,  do  little  for  the  un- 
happy patients,  ultimately  proving  to  be  fup- 
poiitious  and  fhort-lived.  The  joint  of  the 
knee,  is  alfo  peculiarly  unfortunate,  when 
it  is  attacked  with  this  difeafe ;  inltances 
however  of  fuccefsful  treatment  occur  much 
oftener,  than  in  the  ankle  joint;  when  a 
ftrid:  adherence  to  reft  has  been  maintained 
for  a  considerable  length  of  time  during  the 
early  period  of  the  difeafe,  local  applications 
have  been  manifeftly  ufeful,  and  the  joint 
has  been  preferved  entire.  In  other  cafes, 
where  the  caries  has  been  more  advanced, 
an  anchylosis  has  taken  place  in  the  knee 
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joint,  between  the  condyles  of  the  thigh 
bone,  and  the  upper  end  of  the  tibia;  and, 
if  during  that  procefs,  the  leg  has  been  kept 
extended,  it  has  fometimes  happened,  that 
the  limb  has  been  preferved  in  an  ufeful 
flate* ;  but  if  it  has  been  kept  in  a  bent  po- 
rtion, during  the  courfe  of  the  cure,  the 
limb  fo  preferved  cannot  be  of  much  ufe, 
and  it  would  have  been  better,  for  the  ge- 
neral purpofes  of  life,  if  the  patient  had 
fuffered  an  amputation,  and  availed  himfelf 
of  the  well-contrived,  and  commodious  fub- 
ftitutes  which  ingenuity  fupplies. 

But  there  is  a  wide  difference,  when  a 
caries  takes  place  in  the  wrift,  or  elbowjoint ; 
for  although  an  anchylofis  mould  not  quick- 
ly form,  the  neceffity  of  amputating  the  up- 
per extremity  does  not  certainly  follow, 
merely  becaufe  the  joints  are  carious,  it 
being  a  known  fad,  that  this  difeafe,  parti- 
cularly in  young  fubjefts,  often  continues 
for  a  great  number  of  years,  producing  re- 


*  See  cafe  V.  of  white  fwelling  of  the  knee. 
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peated  fuppurations  without  any  very  mate- 
rial injury  to  the  conftitution,  and  yet,  even 
at  laft,  a  complete  and  acknowledged  caries 
may  terminate,  with  the  inconvenience  only 
of  a  ftifF  joint,  and  the  limb  itfelf  in  a  ftate 
of  anchylofis,  may  become  very  ufeful,  pro- 
vided it  be  kept  in  a  proper  pofition,  during 
the  formation  of  that  union. 

The  certainty  of  this  fa6t  is  highly  ufe- 
ful, and  it  is  of  great  importance  to  be 
generally   known  by  all  practitioners  of 
furgery,    who   mould  be  well  apprifed, 
that  a  caries  of  a  joint,  is  not  of  itfelf,  ac„ 
knowledged  as  an  indifpenfable  reafon  for 
the  removal  of  the  limb ;  the  energies  of 
nature  being  often  equal  to   the  correc- 
tion and  cure  of  fuch  ftrumous  difeafes  ; 
it  will  be  found,  that  the  moft  unpromi- 
ling,  and  far-advanced  cafes  often  termi, 
nate  fuccefsfully  without  any  fuch  ope, 
ration.    This  is  a  fad;  well  known  to,  or 
boldly  affumed  by  irregular  practitioners  of 
medicine,  and  furgery,  who  availing  them- 
felves  of  that  dread  of  pain,  which  is  infe- 

parable 
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parable  from  human  nature,  graft  their  own 
profit  upon  it,  by  cenfuring  and  condemn- 
ing indifcriminately,  all  furgical  operations 
in  thefe  diforders,   craftily  leaving  them 
to  the  powerful  efforts  of  nature,  which 
often  remedy  them  fpontaneoufly  without 
the  intervention  of  art,  whilft  they  thrive 
by  the  means  of  the  ufelefs,  and  trifling  me- 
dicines they  vend,  and  impudently  impofe 
on  the  credulity  and  weaknefs  of  man- 
kind, by  arrogating  to  themfelves  the  re- 
putation of  cures,  which,  when  not  en- 
tirely effected  by  nature,  are  either  abor- 
tive,   or  fcarcely   outlive   the  ephemeral 
production  which  announces   them.  So 
juft  is  the  obfervation  of  Mr.  Pott  on 
the  practice  of  empirics,  refpecting  their 
treatment  of  the  fiftula  in  ano,  applicable 
alfo  with  equal  propriety,  to  their  treatment 
of  many  other  local  complaints.   "  Regular 
"  practitioners  are  looking  for  what  thefe 
"  people  do,  but  overlook  what  they  do 
"  not  do." 


SECT. 
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SECT.  V. 

Cafes  of  the  Difeafe  of  the  Hip  Joint,  with 
Obfervations \ 


CASE  I. 

Difeafe  of  the  Hip  Joint  in  its  early  flat e>  cured 
by  an  IJfue  made  by  Cauflic. 

Mr.  ASHFIELD,  in  Great  St.  Andrew's 
Street,  Seven  Dials,  on  the  30th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1789,  defired  me  to  fee  his  fon,  a 
boy  of  eight  years  old,  on  account  of  a 
lamenefs,  proceeding  from  a  complaint  in 
the  hip  joint  :  the  parents  of  the  child, 
were  apparently  healthy,  except  that  the  fa- 
ther was  fubjecT:  to  ulcerations  of  the  eye- 
lids ;  the  boy  was  of  a  fair  complexion, 
and  had  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted  ftate  of 

health, 
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health,  till  the  laft  fix  months,  when  it  was 
obferved  that  he  was  very  lame,  and  was  ea- 
fily  tired  in  walking. 

At  the  time  I  faw  him,  he  was  juft  reco- 
vering from  a  fever,  for  which  he  had  been 
attended  by  Mr.  Jackfon,  apothecary,  in 
Soho  fquare ;  the  right  leg  was  fwelled  about 
the  ankle,  and  the  pain  in  that  knee  was  fo 
violent,  that  it  could  not  be  alleviated  by  opi- 
ates j  the  thigh  and  leg  on  the  fame  fide, 
were  wafted,  and  the  limb  affected,  was 
found  to  be  half  an  inch  longer  than  the 
other:  the  lymphatic  glands  in  the  groin 
were  enlarged,  and  he  felt  uneafinefs  on  pref- 
ling  round  the  hip  joint.  The  general  ftate 
of  his  health  was  much  affected,  he  was 
very  weak,  and  finking  under  profufe  and 
colliquative  fweats.  The  bark,  which  had 
been  very  judicioufly  ordered  for  him,  was 
continued,  and  the  following  day,  I  applied 
the  cauftic,  rubbing  it  on  the  fkin,  fo  as  to 
produce  an  oval  efchar,  an  inch  in  length, 
and  half  an  inch  in  breadth,  behind  the  great 
trochanter  of  the  thigh  bone :  I  faw  the  pa- 
tient 
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tientfeveral  times,  during  the  firft  fortnight 
after  the  application  of  the  cauftic,  and  had 
the  pleafure  of  obferving  that  the  local  and 
general  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  began  to 
give  way. 

On  the  1 6th  of  January,  1790,  the  iffue 
difcharged  freely,  his  ftrength  and  appetite 
were  returning,  he  flept  during  the  whole 
night,  and  the  colliquative  fweats  were  con- 
fiderably  checked. 

Feb.  9th»  he  continued  gaining  ftrength, 
walked  with  a  ftick,  but  was  very  lamej 
his  mother  however  thought,  that  he  then 
walked  better,  than  he  had  done  for  four 
months,  the  pain  in  his  knee  was  entirely 
gone,  and  from  this  time,  there  was  a  vifi- 
ble  alteration  in  every  refpect  for  the  better. 

In  the  month  of  June,  the  parents  fent 
him  to  fchool,  keeping  the  iffue  open  at  the 
fame  time  with  great  care. 

Auguft  ioth>  the  elongation  was  ftill  evi- 
dent, but  the  boy  was  in  every  other  refpect 
well,  and  walked  three  or  four  miles  a  day. 

December  7th*  1790.    I  found  him  in  a 

perfect 
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perfect  ftate  of  health,  the  limb  was  of  the 
fame  length  as  the  other,  and  the  emaciation 
of  the  thigh  and  of  the  calf  of  the  leg, 
was  no  longer  perceptible ;  he  kept  three  peas 
in  the  iffue,  he  went  to  fchool  at  fome  dif- 
tance  from  London,  uling  the  fame  exercife 
as  the  other  boys. 

October  9th>  1792,  the  iffue  was  dried 
up,  and  the  boy  remained  quite  well. 

CASE  II. 

Difeafe  of  the  Hip  Joints  cured  by  an  IJfue 
made  by  Caujiic. 

ABRAHAM  LEWIS,  a  boy  of  feven  years 
old,  was  recommended  to  the  Weftminfter 
General  Difpenfary,  September  i6th>  1790: 
he  was  of  a  pale  complexion,  and  appeared 
greatly  emaciated  ;  he  had  not  been  able  to 
get  out  of  bed,  for  the  laft  three  weeks, 
without  affiftance,  and  when  taken  from  the 
bed,  he  could  not  walk  for  the  firft  hour. 

After 
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After  walking,  he  foon  became  tired,  he  was 
frequently  fleeplefs  during  the  whole  night, 
and  cried  out  inceflantly  from  pain  in  his 
right  thigh  and  knee :  the  thigh  and  leg  were 
wafted  confiderably,  the  lymphatic  glands 
in  the  groin  were  fwelled,  and  he  felt  much 
difficulty  in  moving  the  limb.    On  meafur- 
ing  the  two  lower  extremities,  the  difeafed 
one  was  found  to  be  half  an  inch  longer 
than  the  other;  it  was  very  manifeft,  that 
he  could  not  fupport  the  trunk,  equally  on 
both  the  lower  extremities,  for  in  attempting 
to  ftand  in  an  erect  polition,  the  body  was 
inclined  to  the  left  fid§,  and  principally  fup- 
ported  by  the  left  leg,  which  was  in  a  firm 
and  rigid  ftate  of  extenfion,  whilft  the  right 
knee  was  bent,  and  partially  relaxed. 

On  the  1 7th  of  September,  I  applied  the 
cauftic,  in  the  manner  defcribed  in  the  fore- 
going cafe:  on  the  22d'  I  faw  the  patient 
again,  and  was  informed,  that  the  pain  in 
the  knee  was  leffened,  and  that  his  health 
was  fomewhat  mended. 

On  the  30th*  he  was  much  ftronger,  walk- 

l  ing 
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ing  without  any  amftance,  and  the  iffue  dif- 
charged  freely. 

On  the  1 8th  of  October,  he  was  free  from 
pain,  his  health  was  much  better,  and  from 
that  time  he  continued  mending  vifibly  in 
every  refpect.  He  kept  the  iffue  open  for  two 
years,  its  furface  being  frequently  fprinkled 
with  powdered  cantharides,  but  no  other 
external  applications  were  ufed  to  the  part, 
nor  any  internal  medicines  given,  excepting 
fmall  dofes  of  powdered  jallap  to  keep  his. 
bowels  open.  On  the  18th  of  October,  1793, 
I  faw  this  patient,  in  the  enjoyment  of  per- 
fect health.  # 

CASE  III. 

Difeqfe  of  the  Hip  Joint  attended  with  an  ex- 
ternalfuppuration,  and  terminating  in  An- 
chylojis  of  the  Joint. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  1785,  a  gen- 
tleman from  Great  Marlow  in  Buckingham- 
mire,  called  on  me  to  fee  his  daughter, 

who 
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who  had  a  violent  pain  and  fwelling  from 
the  hip  joint ;  the  limb  was  contracted  and 
wafted,  and  me  complained  much  of  fre- 
quent pains  in  the  knee;  fhe  was  eleven 
years  of  age,  apparently  healthy  in  every  re- 
fpect,  but  what  proceeded  from  the  effects 
of  the  local  difeafe.  She  had  no  difpofition  to 
pulmonary  complaints,  no  fcrophulous  en- 
largement of  the  extremities  of  bones,  nor 
any  other  fymptom,  which,  indicated  a  ftru- 
mous  conftitution. 

The  cauftic  was  applied  in  the  ufual  man- 
ner j  a  fuppuration  however  from  the  joint 
foon  followed,  but  was  not  attended  with  any 
dangerous  fymptoms.  The  abfcefs  was  fuf- 
fered  to  burft  fpontaneoufly,  and  continued 
difcharging  near  two  years,  when  the  fiftu- 
lous  fore  healed  without  any  particular  treat- 
ment. I  did  not  fee  this  patient,  above  three  or 
four  times,  but  the  refult  of  the  cafe  was,  that 
fhe  kept  the  iffue  open  for  feveral  years,  and 
at  the  prefent  period,  October  1792,  fhe  is 
grown,  a  tall,  healthy  woman,  free  from  any 

l  2  incon- 
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inconvenience,  but  what  arifes  from  the  limb 
affected  being  about  half  an  inch  fhorter  than 
the  other. 

CASE  IV. 

Difeafe  of  the  Hip  Joint  cured  by  Anchylojis, 
during  the  ufe  of  the  Caujiic. 

JOHN  WILSON,  fon  of  Mr.  Wilfon, 
No.  5,  Gibfon's  Court,  Marybone  Street, 
St.  James's,  was  brought  to  me,  in  the  year 
1778,  at  the  age  of  four  years,  labouring 
under  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  of  the 
hip  joint,  with  an  emaciated  and  elongated 
limb,  pain  in  the  knee  and  hip,  and  general 
fymptoms  of  a  debilitated  habit  of  body.  I 
recommended  the  ufe  of  the  warm  bath, 
which  was  continued  a  long  time  without 
any  permanent  benefit,  although  it  produc- 
ed a  temporary  alleviation  of  the  painful 
fymptoms.  Electricity  was  likewife  ufed, 
and  repeated  blifters  were  afterwards  applied 
to  the  hip,  without  any  real  advantage. 

In 
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In  1 78 1,  three  years  after  his  firft  appli- 
cation, large  dofes  of  laudanum  fcarcely 
produced  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  the  pain, 
and  his  general  health  daily  became  worfe. 
I  then  made  a  large  ilTue  by  cauftic  on  the 
hip ;  the  pain  gradually  diminifhed  after  this 
application,  and  he  began  to  walk  on  crutches 
within  a  few  months  :  he  kept  the  iffue  open 
five  years  with  great  perfeve ranee,  and  at 
length  recovered  with  a  ftiffjoint.  On  the  30th 
of  October,  1792,  the  joint  feemed  perfectly 
anchylofed,  he  walks  feveral  miles  in  the  day, 
goes  through  the  daily  laborious  occupation 
of  a  carpenter,  and  I  obferve  that  in  raifing 
the  difeafed  thigh,,  and  in  walking,  the  mo- 
tion evidently  appears  to  arife  from  the 
whole  column  of  the  vertebras,  moving,  as 
it  were,  on  the  axis  of  the  found  joint. 


CASES 
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CASES   V.   and  VI. 

Inftahces  of  the  Difeafe  of  the  Hip  Joint,  in 
which  the  Canfiic  was  applied  with  apparent 
benefit,  and  an  external  Suppuration  enfued 
upon  drying  up  the  Iffue. 

J.  SHAW,  eight  years  of  age,  was  brought 
to  me,  in  February  1789,  by  his  father,  Mr. 
Shaw,  Ironmonger,  in  Moor  Street,  St.  Ann's, 
Soho,  for  a  complaint  in  the  hip  joint,  which 
fhe wed  itfelf  by  an  elongation,  and  wafting 
of  the  limb,  a  flatnefs  of  the  nates  on  the 
affecled  fide,  pain  in  the  knee,  and  general 
fymptoms  of  debility.  The  patient  was 
evidently  of  a  ftrumous  habit,  pale,  and 
emaciated,  with  glandular  fwellings  in  the 
neck,  which  had  fuppurated. 

The  particulars  of  his  difeafe,  which  came 
to  my  knowledge,  were,  that  in  the  pre- 
ceding year  he  had  the  fmall  pox,  which 
left  him  in  a  weak  ftate  of  health ;  his  pa- 
rents fent  him  to  the  country  for  his  reco- 
very, 
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very,  where  he  fell  from  a  hay-rick,  and  foon 
after  the  accident,  he  was  obferved  to  walk 
very  lame. 

The  difeafe  being  evident,  I  applied  the 
cauftic  in  the  ufual  way,  afmall  diftancefrom 
the  great  trochanter;  he  was  quickly  relieved 
from  fome  of  the  moft  painful  fymptoms 
of  the  complaint,  and  afterwards  improved 
in  tiis  health.  The  iffue  was  kept  open  for 
fome  time,  difcharging  freely.  His  parents 
however,  anxious  for  a  recovery  more  fpee- 
dy,  than  what  I  could  promife,  took  him 
to  a  profeffor  of  animal  magnetifm,  at 
Hammerfmith,  by  whofe  advice,  the  iffue 
was  healed,  and  he  was  directed  to  bathe 
the  part  affected  with  milk  and  water. 
I  did  not  fee  this  patient  again,  for  five 
months,  when  he  was  brought  to  me,  with 
a  large  abfcefs,  which  extended  from  the  os 
facrum,  to  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh. 
This  fuppuration,  I  was  informed,  had 
taken  place  about  two  months  after  the  ilfue 
was  dried  up.  I  advifed  him  to  fuffer  the 
abfcefs  to  burft  fpontarteoully,  to  take  the 

l  4  peruvian 
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Peruvian  bark,  and  to  fupport  him  with  good 
nutritive  diet. 

His  progrefs  to  convalescence  was  very 
flow,  the  abfccfs  difcharging  from  feveral 
fmuous  ulcers  for  more  than  two  years ;  but 
at  this  time,  he  is  perfectly  recovered  with 
an  anchylofcd  joint,  and  walks  without 
crutches,  on  a  high-heeled  flioe,  refting  prin- 
cipally on  his  toes  :  in  progreffion,  and  in 
railing  the  limb,  there  is  an  evident  motion 
in  the  lumbar  vertebrae;  his  fcrophulous 
fymptoms  have  all  difappeared,  and  he  feems 
likely  to  overcome  every  fy mptom  of  debi- 
lity in  his  habit. 

Ann  Refcorla,  daughter  of  Mr.  Refcorla, 
taylor,  in  Charlotte  Street,  Portland  Place, 
was  brought  to  the  Weftminfter  General  Dif- 
penfary,  when  me  was  five  years  of  age, 
for  a  lamenefs  in  the  right  leg  and  thigh,  me 
was  of  a  fair  complexion,  and  light  hair, 
had  been  fubjeel:  to  fore  eyes,  and  eruptions 
cn  the  head,  which  came  on  foon  after  the 
meafles .    She  fuffered  exceedingly  from  the 

pain 
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pain  in  her  knee,  the  leg  and  thigh  were 
emaciated,  and  the  general  ftate  of  her  health 
was  considerably  affected. 

I  made  an  iflue  with  the  lapis  infernalis, 
in  the  ufual  place,  its  immediate  good  ef- 
fects were  foon  obvious  from  the  amendment 
of  her  health,  and  the  ceffation  of  the  pain- 
ful local  fyrrrptoms.  This  wound  was  kept 
open  for  three  months,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  me  was  fent  to  the  fea  ;  the  peas  were 
then  difcontinued,  and  the  iflue- healed. 

I  faw  her  immediately  on  her  return,  when 
there  was  evidently  an  abfeefs  formed  in  the 
hip:  this  fuppurated  and  burft  fponta- 
neoufly,  difcharging  for  a  long  time,  with- 
out injury  to  her  conftitution.  The  joint  is 
anchylofed,  fhe  walks  refting  on  her  toes, 
^ut  is  otherwife  perfectly  well. 
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CASES  VII.  and  Ml 

Two  Cafes  ofDifeafe  of  the  Hip  Joint  occur- 
ring in  the  fame  Family. 

THE  following  inftances  of  difeafe  of  the 
hip  joint,  Were  obviouily  the  fame,  but  the 
mode  of  treatment  w£ee  different.    In  the 
firft  the  moil:  active  means  were  ufed  to  re- 
fill the  progrefs  of  an  external  fuppuration, 
and  the  event  was  fuccefsful.    The  fecond 
cafe  was  left  entirely  to  nature,  and  the  re- 
fult  was  unfortunate.    They  were  both  feen 
in  the  progrefs  of  the  complaint,  by  Mr. 
Hodges,  apothecary  in  Margaret  Street,  and 
were  occasionally  vifited  by  me. 

A  boy  of  fourteen  months  old,  received  a 
fall,  which  did  not  appear  at  firft  to  produce 
any  important  confequences  :  at  the  time 
when  he  might  naturally  have  been  expected 
to  have  walked  alone,  a  lamenefs  was  ob- 
ferved,  and  he  was  committed  to  the  care 
of  furgeons  of  eminence ,  the  means  ufed 

for 
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for  his  relief,  were  leeches  applied  to  the  hip, 
repeated  blifters,  and  an  iffue  made  by  cauf- 
tic  :  an  external  fuppuration  however  enfued, 
and  the  boy  gradually  recovered  with  the  dis- 
advantage of  amortened  limb,  and  ananchy- 
lofed  joint.  At  this  time,  he  is  fourteen  years 
of  age,  he  has  been  well  for  feveral  years, 
walks  without  a  ftick,  refting  principally  on 
his  toes,  he  rides  on  horfeback,  and  is  in  per- 
fect health  :  it  is  obfervable  in  this  cafe,  that 
when  in  progreffion,  he  puts  forward  the 
ihortened  limb,  the  motion  evidently  origi- 
nates from  the  lumbar  vertebrae,  which,  as  he 
walks,  are  raifed  forward,  to  give  a  pro- 
greflive  motion  to  the  anchylofed  limb. 

I  was  called  upon  to  fee  the  brother  of 
this  young  gentleman,  five  years  of-  age, 
with  every  fymptom  of  a  rapid  advancement 
of  caries  in  the  hip  joint;  he  was  pale  and 
languid,  the  limb  was  wafted,  and  elongat- 
ed, and  the  pain  in  the  knee  violent.    I  re- 
commended thofe  means,  which  had  been 
fuccefsful  in  the  former  cafe,  but  was  not 

for- 
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fortunate  enough  to  prevail  on  the  parents  to 
adopt  my  opinion.    They  feemed  to  impute 
the  fhortening  of  the  limb  in  the  former  cafe, 
to  the  remedies  employed,  rather  than  to  the 
deftrudlive  nature  of  the  difeafe.    I  faw  this 
patient,  eight  months  after,  and  found  that 
a  fuppuration  had  taken  place,  under  which 
the  child  languimed  for  feveral  years,  and 
died. 

^•:^^Vi5CA|SE  IX. 

An  Abfcefs  of  the  Hip  Joint,  terminating  in 
Anchylojis. 

1  HE  cafe  reprefented  in  the  fourth  plate, 
was  one  of  the  firft,  which  occurred  in  my 
praclice.  I  did  not  fee  the  patient,  during 
the  firft.  attack  of  the  complaint,  but  was 
fent  for,  upon  a  fuppuration  taking  place  in 
the  hip  j  he  was  twelve  years  of  age,  and 
had  been  in  other  refpe&s  healthy.  The  dif- 
eafe was  managed  in  a  very  fimple  manner, 
the  fuppurations  repeatedly  burn1,  he  was 

much 
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much  reduced  in  his  general  ftate  of  health, 
and  received  great  benefit  from  the  peruvian 
bark.  He  recovered  from  the  complaint, 
with  a  ftiff  joint,  and  died  three  years  after, 
from  the  confluent  fmall  pox.  I  obtained 
permiflion  to  open  the  body,  and  preferve 
the  anchylofed  joint. 

The  anchylofis  of  joints  is  often  confi- 
dered  to  be  a  difeafe  of  itfelf ,  although  it  will 
be  found  more  generally  to  be  a  natural  and 
beneficial  termination  of  caries  j  excepting  in 
thofe  cafes,  where  it  is  occafioned  by  ftrong 
contraction  of  mufcles,  without  any  previous 
indifpofition  of  the  bones  :   anchylofis  is 
however  lefs  frequently  produced  by  mufcu- 
lar  fpafm  and  contraction  than  by  coalefcence 
of  ulcerated  furfaces  of  cartilages  and  bones, 
and  this  is  an  union,  which  it  would  be  ab- 
furd  to  counteract,  as  it  is  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceffary  in  many  cafes,  to  the  prefervation  of 
the  limb  affeded,  and  in  the  abfcefs  of  the 
hip  joint,  it  is  the  only  means  of  preferving 
life  j  in  the  incurvated  carious  fpine,  the  cure 

is 
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is  performed  by  anchyJofis }  the  cure  alfo  of 
carious  joints  in  the  upper  extremity,  and 
in  other  parts,  is  frequently  effeded  in  this 
mode,  without  any  affiftance  from  art. 

In  fuch  cafes,  a  great  degree  of  precifion 
is  neceflkiy,  in  order  to  afcertain,  in  the  firft 
inftance,  whether  thejoint  has  fuffered  that  de- 
gree of  abrafion,  which  muftflnallyprove  fatal 
to  its  motion.    If  fuch  an  event  has  decided- 
ly taken  place,  a  very  particular  management 
of  the  difeafed  joint  mould  be  purfued  :  na- 
ture muft  be  left  undifturbed,  by  officious 
and  ufelefs  interpofitions,  much  of  the  for- 
midable apparatus  of  furgery  may  be  omit- 
ted ;  a  cautious  pradice  mould  take  place, 
with  refpecl  to  fomentations,  poultices,  fre- 
quent dreffings  of  the  wound,  preffing  out 
the  matter  from  the  fiftulous  finufes,  and  the 
examination  of  them  by  the  probe:  and 
above  all,  particular  care  mould  be  taken, 
not  to  rub.againft  each  other,  the  abraded 
furfaces  of  the  difeafed  bones,  in  order  to 
afcertain  to  our  own  minds,  or  to  demon- 
flrate  to  the  conviction  or  others,  the  exig- 
ence 
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ence  of  caries,  and  to  attempt  the  prefer- 
vation  of  motion,  when  it  is  perhaps,  im- 
poffible,  even  to  try  the  experiment,  with- 
out the  deftrudion  of  life.    Such  a  treat- 
ment mould  be  difcarded,  as  tending  to 
fruftrate  the  only  means,  by  which  the  con- 
dition of  the  parts  can  be  improved.  I 
wifh  I  could  fay,  that  I  had  feen  but  a  fin- 
gle  inftancc  of  the  neceffity  of  amputation, 
produced  by  rough  and  injudicious  hand- 
ling of  difeafed  joints  :  in  the  early  attacks 
of  fcrophulous  caries,  frequent  or  violent 
motion  is  likely  to  caufe  abrafion  of  the  inter- 
nal furface  of  joints ;  in  the  more  advanced 
ftages,  when  abrafion  has  taken  place,  it  ne^ 
ceffarily  excites  fuppuration,  and  thereby 
prevents  anchylofis. 


CASE  X. 

THE  cafe  reprefented  in  the  fifth  plate  is 
fuch  as  frequently  occurs;  I  have  no  ac- 
count of  its  particulars,  having  met  with 

the 
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the  bones  accidentally;  it  {hews  the  head 
and  neck  of  the  thigh  bone  partially  de- 
coyed, and  the  cotyloid  cavity  quite  ob- 
literated; it  alfo  manifefts  the  precarious  and 
infecure  connexion,  which  thefe  bones  are 
liable  to  form  from  difeafe,  and  confequent- 
ly  prefents  to  the  eye  of  an  attentive  ob- 
ferver,  the  caufe  of  the  weak  and  paralytic 
rtate  of  the  limb,  which  fometimes  remains, 
when  the  dangerous  fymptoms  of  the  dif- 
eafe are  paffed  over,  differing  widely  from 
the  firm  anchylofis,  exhibited  in  the  fourth 
plate.    It  mews  alfo  a  lateral  incurvation  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  fpine,  and  a  contrac- 
tion of  the  fuperiour  aperture  of  the  pelvis, 
both  of  which  circumfrances  were  probably 
brought  on,  by  the  weight  of  the  trunk 
bearing  unequally  on  the  os  facrum. 


CASE 
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CASE  XI. 

Injlance  of  Caries  of  the  Hip  "Joint,  followed 
by  large  Suppurations,  finally  terminating 
in  an  anchylofed  Joint. 

JAMES  MIDDLETON,  at  No.  14,  Lit- 
tle RulTell  Street,  Bloomfbury,  a  boy  of 
fair  complexion  and  light  hair,  born  of 
healthy  parents,  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  age 
met  with  a  flight  accident,  which  was  not 
much  attended  to,  till  he  was  obferved  to 
walk  lame.  Various  means  were  adopted 
for  his  relief,  and  amongft  others,  he  had 
a  fmall  iffue  made  by  cauftic,  in  the  upper 
part  of  his  thigh,  which  contained  only 
three  peas. 

When  I  firft  faw  him,  feven  months  after- 
wards, there  was  a  large  abfcefs  formed,  ex- 
tending from  the  os  facrum  behind,  to  the 
trochanter  major,  the  limb  was  fhortened 
and  emaciated,  and  his  general  health 
was   very  much  affected.     The  abfcefs 
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foon  after  burft,  and  he  was  confined  to  his 
bed,  from  weaknefs  apparently  produced  by 
the  copious  difcharges  of  matter,  from  re- 
peated fuppurations,  which  continued  fuc- 
ceffively  for  eighteen  months,  and  during 
this  time,  he  was  the  moll:  emaciated  objed: 
I  ever  faw,  the  pain  in  the  hip  being  fo  excef- 
five,  that  it  was  fcarce  poffible  to  move  him 
in  the  bed  ;  his  diet  was  animal  food,  ftrong 
broths,  and  porter,  all  of  which  he  eagerly 
folicited ;  he  received  much  benefit  from  the 
peruvian  bark,  of  which  he  took  large  quan- 
tities in  powder ;  at  length  he  began  to  re- 
cover, the  difcharge  of  matter  decreafed, 
the  pain  abated,  and  he  became  capable 
of  being  moved  in  the  bed  with  lefs  pain. 
He  has  fmce  regained  his  general  health, 
and  walks  with  the  affiftance  of  a  high- 
heeled  flioe,  and  a  crutch  ftick ;  the  joint  of 
the  thigh  is  anchylofed;  and  as  he  walks, 
the  progreffive  motion  is  evidently  produced, 
by  a  flexion  of  the  infcriour  vertebrae  of  the 
back,  and  the  fuperiour  lumbar  vertebra?; 
thcfe  fcem  to  bend  forward  in  walking,  and 

to 
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to  carry  with  them  the  os  innominatum,  and 
the  thigh  bone,  which  are  now  clearly  in  a 
ftate  of  coalefcence. 

On  the  2d  of  March  1793,  this  boy 
fell  down,  and  broke  the  thigh  bone,  two 
inches  below  the  trochanter.  The  anchy- 
lofed  joint  was  not  injured,  or  in  the  leafl 
affected  by  the  accident,  from  which  he 
perfectly  recovered  in  the  ufual  time. 


CASE  XII. 


Difeafe  of  the  Hip  Joint,  where  the  Symp- 
toms dif appeared  without  any  external  appli- 
cation,  or  the  ufe  of  any  internal  Medicines. 

J.  NEILD,  fon  of  Mr.  Neild,  apothecary, 
in  Short's  Gardens,  St.  Giles's,  was  without 
any  previous  indifpofition,  attacked  with 
lamenefs  in  the  right  leg;  he  was  of  fair 
complexion,  fix  years  of  age,  and  apparent- 
ly healthy;  the  limb  was  elongated,  and 
wafted,  he  walked  very  lame,  had  confide- 

M  %  rable 
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rable  pain  in  his  knee,  and  thigh,  and  fuf- 
fered  a  little  from  general  indifpofition.  No 
kind  of  medical,  or  furgical  treatment  was 
employed,  his  general  Irate  of  health  foon 
after  improving,  without  the  ufe  of  internal 
medicine  or  external  application.    I  faw 
him  frequently,  during  the  continuance  of 
his  complaint,  from  which  he  is  now  reco- 
vered :  the  limb  is  mortened,  the  trochanter  is 
very  prominent,  he  halts  a  little  in  walking, 
but  has  not  undergone  any  of  the  dangerous 
and  painful  fymptoms,  which  are  ufually 
fubfequent  to  this  attack. 


CASE  XIII. 

An  Ahfcefs  from  Caries  of  the  Hip  Joint, 
where  the  Wound  healed  without  any  diffi- 
culty ;  the  Patient  remaining  in  good  Health , 
with  the  Inconvenience  only  of  a  Stiff  Joint. 

Thomas  hodgkiKson,  a  boy  of 

eight  years  of  age,  was  recommended  to  the 

Weft- 
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Weftminfter  General  Difpenfary  on  the  9th  of 
November,  1790.  He  had  had  the  fmall 
pox  four  years  before,  and  foon  after,  with- 
out any  previous  accident,  he  was  obferved  to 
walk  lamely  and  unfteadily ;  he  afterwards 
complained  of  violent  pain  in  his  knee,  and 
the  limb  became  elongated ;  when  I  firft  faw 
this  patient,  there  was  a  large  fuppuration 
formed  on  the  outride  of  his  thigh,  although 
he  was  in  other  refpects  perfectly  well,  being 
free  from  any  fy mptom  of  general  debi- 
lity; the  abfeefs  foon  after  burft,  and  healed 
in  a  few  months  :  he  has  fince  continued  in 
good  health,  the  joint  is  anchylofed,  and  the 
limb  is  fomewhat  fhortened.  He  walks 
without  a  ftick  during  the  whole  day. 


CASE 
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CASE  XIV. 

A  difeafed  Hip  Joint,  terminating  in  Contrac- 
tion of  the  Limb,  and  Anchylojis  of  the 
Joint,  without  an  external  Suppuration. 

I^HE  following  cafe  was  feen,  and  princi- 
pally attended  to  by  Mr.  Woan,  furgeon,  in 
Mortimer  Street. 

Mafter  W  ,  born  of  healthy  parents, 

a  lively  boy,  of  fair  complexion,  was  in 
the  full  enjoyment  of  his  health  until  the 
age  of  four  years ,  when  he  had  a  fever,  and 
afterwards  the  hooping  cough,  from  which 
recovering  llowly,  he  was  fent  to  Bright- 
helmftone  for  the  benefit  of  the  fea  air,  and 
returned  perfectly  recovered.  In  the  winter 
of  1789,  he  received  a  fall  by  Aiding  on 
ice,  but  did  not  feem  to  be  materially  hurt 
by  it,  as  he  walked  home,  and  in  the  after- 
noon, walked  again  the  diftance  of  half  a 
mile  to  his  fchool.  He  did  not  complain 
much  at  that  time,  but  a  few  weeks  after- 
wards, 
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wards,  he  was  attacked  by  the  meafles,  and 
foon  after  his  recovery  from  that  difeafe,  he 
began  to  limp,  difcovering  fome  of  the  firft 
fymptoms  of  difeafed  hip  joint,  namely,  an 
elongation  of  the  limb,  a  pain  in  his  knee, 
wearinefs,  and  fome  degree  of  general  debi- 
lity. In  the  fummer  of  1790,  he  was  again 
fent  to  the  fea,  and  bathed  for  four  months  ; 
he  returned  from  thence  with  the  difeafe  going 
on  in  its  ufualway,  the  thighbone  fhortening, 
great  pain  in  the  hip  and  knee,  and  a  total 
inability  of  fetting  his  foot  on  the  ground. 

Topical  bleeding  by  leeches,  and  a  repeat- 
ed application  of  blifters,  prevented  an  ex- 
ternal fuppuration,  which  was  rapidly  ad- 
vancing. This  young  gentleman  had  a  very 
troublefome  enlargement  of  the  tonfils,  which 
occafioned  a  deafnefs,  an  uneafy  refpiration, 
and  fome  difficulty  in  deglutition ;  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  induced  his  parents  to  fend  him 
once  more  to  the  fea,  from  which  he  re- 
turned without  any  considerable  advantage 
to  the  difeafe  of  the  hip  joint,  although  the 
tonfils  were  much  reduced,  and  consequently 
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his  refpiration  was  become  eafier,  and  the 
difficulty  in  f wallowing  removed.  They 
now  determined  to  reft  his  cure,  entirely  on 
Uriel:  attention  to  his  general  health,  to  for- 
ward which,  they  put  him  to  fchool,  in  a 
healthy  fituation  near  London ;  he  was  di- 
rected to  fupport  himfelf  thoroughly  on  his 
crutches,  and  to  bear  as  little  as  poflible  on 
the  difeafed  limb. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  1794,  he  is  daily 
mending  in  his  health,  he  Hands  erect  on 
his  crutches,  grows  taller,  and  the  anchylo- 
fis  of  the  joint  feems  nearly  perfect.  He 
can  fupport  himfelf,  retting  his  weight  on 
the  found  limb,  and  on  the  toes  of  the 
other;  when  he  walks,  the  progreffive  mo- 
tion of  the  trunk,  feems  to  be  effected  by  a 
flexion  of  the  whole  body  upon  the  thigh 
joint  of  the  found  fide,  aided  by  a  greater 
decree  of  motion  in  the  lower  vertebra?, 
than  ufually  takes  place  in  fubjeds  free  from 
this  complaint. 


CASE 
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CASE  XV. 


THE  following  cafe  of  difeafe  of  the  hip 
joint  is  not  yet  completely  cured,  but  I 
thought  it  deferved  particular  notice,  as  it  is 
the  only  one,  which  has  occurred  to  me, 
where  a '  fuppuration  took  place,  and  the 
matter  afterwards  difappeared,  during  the 
ufe  of  an  iffue  made  by  cauftic,  and  a  great 
degree  of  reft*,  which  became  unavoidable 
from  the  extreme  weaknefs  of  the  patient, 
and  the  abfolute  inability  of  motion  in  the 
part  affe&ed. 

J.  Rand,  a  pale  emaciated  boy,  of  feven 

*  In  Mr.  Juftamond's  works,  p.  125,  *  remarkable 
cafe  is  related  of  adifeafe  of  the  lumbar  vertebra,  in  con-  . 
fequence  of  which,  an  abfcefs  formed  in  the  groin  un- 
der Poupart's  ligament.    This  tumour  continued  of  a 
large  fize  for  four  months,  and  then  gradually  difappear- 
ed without  any  furgical  treatment ;  the  patient  was  con- 
fined to  his  bed  for  twelve  months,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  recovered  perfe&ly. 

years 
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years  of  age,  was  recommended  to  the  Weft 
minfter  General  Difpenfary,  in  April  1793 
for  thedifeafeof  the  hip  joint;  his  general' 
ttate  of  health  was  very  indifferent,  and  he 
complained  of  great  pain  in  his  knee,  thigh, 
and  hip  :  the  limb  was  fhortened,  and  con- 
tracted upward  to  the  abdomen ;  and  on 
the  outfide  of  the  thigh,  over  the  vaftus 
externus  mufcle,  there  was  a  Mling  which 
evidently  contained  a  fluid  :  this  tumour  was 
not  however  very  prominent,  or  painful  to 
the  touch. 

Notwithftanding  the  little  chance  of  fuc- 
cefs,  likdy  to  be  derived  from  the  ufe  of 
the  cauftic  in  this  cafe,  I  applied  it  in  the 
ufual  manner,  and  his  mother  kept  the  iffue 
open  with  great  perfeverance ,  the  boy  how- 
ever, grew  worfe  in  his  general  ftate  of  health, 
the  limb  became  more  mortened ;  he  was 
confined  entirely  to  his  bed  for  the  whole 
fummer,  labouring  under  the  moft  profufe 
perfpirations,  frequent  purging?,  and  ex- 
treme debility;  in  this  ftate  he  was  nourish- 
ed with  ftrong  foups,  meat  and  porter,  for 

all 
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all  of  which  he  was  frequently  calling  j 
bark  and  opiates  were  alfo  of  great  advan- 
tage to  him. 

At  length,  when  he  began  to  regain  fome 
ftrength,  and  by  degrees  to  turn  in  the  bed, 
I  had  the  pleafure  of  finding  the  collection 
of  fluid  entirely  abforbed.    The  limb  now 
grows  ftronger,  he  can  put  his  toes  to  the 
ground,  and  in  moving  his  body,  the  dif- 
eafed  joint,  by  the  affiftance  of  his  hand 
moves  with  it.    Symptoms  of  amendment 
continue  daily,  but  ftill  the  event  of  the 
cafe  may  be  confidered  as  doubtful,  the  an- 
chylofis  is  by  no  means  completely  formed, 
the  patient  is  highly  fcrophulous,  he  lives  in 
a  clofe  damp  apartment,  and  the  approach  of 
winter  may  probably  excite  the  ftrumous  dia- 
thefis  in  the  habit,  and  confequently  exaf- 
perate  the  local  complaint. 
Nov.  i,  1793- 

After  having  enumerated  feveral  cafes, 
ivhere  the  event  was  not  wholly  unfavour- 
able :  it  is  but  fair  to  acknowledge,  that  I 

have 
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have  feen  inftances  of  this  difeafe,  which 
have  terminated  fatally,  where  the  cauftic 
had  been  applied  ;  but  this  has  happened, 
for  the  moftpart,  if  not  always,  where  the 
application  was  deferred  until  the  limb  was 
fliortened,  and  contracted,  and  an  external 
fuppuration  was  evidently  approaching,  be- 
fore the  cauftic  was  applied.    I  have  alfo 
feen  fome  cafes,  where  the  abfcefs  has  been 
fuffered  to  burft  fpontaneoufly,  and  where  a 
cautious  management  of  the  difeafe,  has 
been  in  a  great  degree  adopted,  yet  the  pa- 
tient has  finally  fallen  a  victim  to  the  vio- 
lence of  the  diforder. 

But  among  all  fuch  inftances,  I  do  not 
recoiled:  a  fingle  one,  where  fome  confide- 
rable  error  had  not  taken  place,  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  cafe,  with  refpedt  to  me- 
dicine, diet,  or  exercife,  or,  that  might  not 
be  fairly  afcribed  to  the  patient's  having  un- 
avoidably been  fubje&ed  to  a  clofe  and  con- 
fined fituation,  where  the  advantages  of  a 
healthy  atmofphere,  and  a  free  circulation 
of  good  air,  the  moft  effential  requifites  to 

reco- 
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recovery,  were  totally  wanting.  In  one  cafe, 
to  which  I  particularly  attended,  the  patient 
was  highly  fcrophulous,  and  for  two  years 
before  his  death,  was  lodged  in  a  cold  and 
damp,  fubterraneous  apartment.  Another  un- 
fortunate cafe  is  the  fubjed  of  the  following 
narrative. 

CASE  XVI. 

Fatal  Inftance  of  Caries  of  the  Hip  Joint: 

ANTHONY  MYHILL,  eleven  years  of 
age,  was  recommended  to  the  Weftminfter 
General  Difpenfary;  his  parents  were  both 
apparently  healthy,  and  he  had  not  been  fub- 
jed  to  any  particular  complaint,  till  he  was 
eight  years  of  age,  when  he  was  fuppofed 
to  be  affeded  by  worms.    I  was  informed 
that  in  the  year  1 790,  he  loft  the  ufe  of  one 
of  the  lower  extremities,  for  fome  weeks, 
which  he  afterwards  recovered,  as  it  was 
faid,  by  means  of  electricity. 

When  I  firit  faw  him,  the  limb  was  wafted 
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and  beginning  to  fhorten,  he  felt  great  pain  in 
the  hip  joint,  and  was  unable  to  walk.  I 
made  a  large  iiTue,  with  the  cauftic,  and  faw 
him  feveral  times  afterwards,  when  he  ap. 
peared  to  be  much  relieved  from  pain  j  a 
fuppuration  nevertheless  enfued,  and  he  lay 
for  many  months  an  emaciated  objecl,  and 
it  was  with  great  difficulty,  that  he  could  be 
moved  from  the  bed.    At  length  he  died, 
and  I  was  defired  to  examine  the  body. 

The  fixth  plate  mews  the  morbid  ftate  of 
the  bones  in  this  fubjed: :  the  head  and  great 
part  of  the  neck  of  the  thighbone  were  obli- 
terated ;  the  cotyloid  cavity  was  thoroughly 
difeafed,  the  caries  extending  from  thence, 
to  the  os  pubis,  ifchSB,  and  even  to  the 
fpine  of  the  os  ilium  j  I  found  when  it 
was  too  late,  that  for  feveral  months  pre- 
vious to  his  death,  he  had  been  lodged  in  a 
cold  and  damp  place  in  Lambeth  Marm, 
and  that  his  parents  had  been  perfuaded  to 
keep  him  to  a  low  diet,  principally  of  milk, 
and  vegetables,  although  he  was  calling  per- 
petually, for  animal  food  and  porter. 
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CASE  XVII. 

Difeafe  of  the  Hip  Joint,  where  the  Anchy- 
lofis  being  dijlurbed  by  external  Injury,  a 
Suppuration  in  the  Joint  came  on,  which 
foon  proved  fatal. 

ON  the  14th  of  December,  1781,  I  ex- 
amined the  hip  of    Roberts,  a  boy, 

twelve  years  old,  who  died  the  preceding 
day,  in  confequence  of  a  fever,  which  feem- 
ed  to  have  been  produced  by  a  fall,  which 
he  had  received  a  fortnight  before. 

I  had  feen  him  feveral  times  in  the  courfe 
of  the  two  preceding  years,  he  had  the  ufual 
fymptoms  of  elongation  of  the  limb,  and 
the  pain  in  his  knee ;  for  fome  time  before, 
the  limb  hadappeared  to  be  contracted,  and  an 
anchylofis  feemed  to  be  forming  in  the  joint; 
his  general  health  was  mended,  and  he  was 
daily  fent  to  a  fchool  in  his  neighbourhood, 
where  he  met  with  the  accident.  I  faw  him 
a  few  days  before  he  died,  there  was  a  ten- 
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fion  upon  the  integuments  of  the  difeafed 
part,  but  no  apparent  fluctuation  of  matter. 
I  obtained  leave  to  examine  the  body  and  in 
cutting  into  the  joint,  there  were  two  large 
fpoonfuls  of  matter  difcharged  from  the  co- 
tyloid cavity;  the  head  of  the  thigh  bone 
was  entirely  wafted,  the  cavity  of  the  joint 
was  carious,  and  filled  up  with  fungous 
flem,  intermixed  with  bony  matter. 

The  foregoing  cafe  naturally  proves  the 
neceffity,  of  ufing  the  greateft  degree  of  cau- 
tion, in  the  management  of  patients  whilft 
an  anchylofis  of  the  joint  is  forming,  and 
particularly  of  guarding,  as  much  as  poffi- 
ble,  againft  every  fituation  and  circumftance 
likely  to  expofe  the  limb  to  injury,  before  a 
firm  union  has  effectually  taken  place. 


CASE 


[  lll  ] 


CASE  XVIII. 

An  Injtancc  of  Caries  in  the  Hip  foint,  which 
after  eighteen  years  continuance  proved fatal, 
from  the  Patient's  Irregularity  of  Living, 
and  from  his  laying  afde  his  Crutches, 
before  an  Anchylojis  was  perfectly  formed. 

 .  G  ,  a  ftrong  and  healthy  looking 

young  man,  twenty  years  of  age,  confulted 
me,  on  account  of  a  finuous  fore  in  the  hip. 
The  particulars  of  his  cafe  were,  that  in 
his  infancy,  his  hip  was  faid  to  be  diflocat- 
ed  by  accident ;  from  that  time  he  had  been 
fubjedt  to  fuppurations  about  the  hip  joint, 
which  had  frequently  given  him  much  trou- 
ble, although  they  had  always  finally  healed, 
with  the  inconvenience  only  of  a  fmall  flflulous 
fore;  he  had  conftantly  walked  with  crutches 
till  within  the  laft  year,  when  he  left  them 
off,  and  attempted  to  walk  with  a  ftick.  The 
motive  of  his  confulting  me,  proceeded  from 
thelimb  becoming  weaker,  the  difchargefrom 
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the  fore  incimfing,  and  his  general  health 
being  confiderably  impaired. 

I  foon  convinced  him  of  the  impropriety 
of  laying  alide  his  crutches  :  the  weight 
of  the  trunk,  which  was  confiderable,  as  the 
patient  was  inclined  to  corpulency,  preffed 
too  much  on  the  difeafed  joint ;  he  therefore 
refumed  his  crutches,  ufed  fea  bathing,  and 
in  three  months  was  much  recovered.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  two  following  years,  this 
unfortunate  young  man  contracted  a  habit 
of  drinking  fpirituous  liquors,  the  difeafe 
of  the  hip  joint  was  again  troublefome, 
and  at  laft  proved  fatal. 

The  reflections,  which  this  cafe  luggcfts, 
are  obvious ;  it  manifefts  the  great  danger  of 
prefTure  on  the  joint,  before  the  anchylofis 
is  completely  formed;  it  mews  like  wile 
the  dreadful  confequences  of  an  improper 
mode,  of  living,  under  the  predominant  in- 
fluence of  a  ftmmous  affection :  the  dif- 
eafe in  the  above  inftance,  as  in  many  others, 
might  probably,  have  terminated  favourably, 
for  the  patient  was  in  poiTeflion  of  youth, 

and 
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and  ftrong  ftamina  of  conftitution  in  refpect 
to  his  vital  organs,  but  unhappily  contra  died 
the  deftructive  habit  of  drinking  fpirits,  a 
cuftom,  which  appears  in  fome  conftitu- 
tions  to  produce  a  ftrumous  habit,  and  fel- 
dom  fails  of  rendering  fatal,  many  ftru- 
mous difeafes,  which  otherwife  might  have 
been  palliated,  or  even  cured  effectually. 


CASE  XIX. 

A  Cafe  of  Caries  in  the  Hip  Joint,  during 
the  progrefs  of  which,  the  Patient  died  of  a 
Hydrocephalus  internus. 

RlCHARD  PULLEN  was  recommended 
at  the  age  of  two  years,  as  a  patient  to  the 
Weftminfter  General  Difpenfary.  He  was 
of  a  fair  complexion,  born  of  healthy  pa- 
rents, remarkably  ffrong  in  the  firft  year  of 
his  life,  fo  as  to  walk  alone  in  the  eleventh 
month.    At  the  time  I  faw  him,  he  had 
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been  lame  for  four  months,  the  lamenefs 
having  proceeded  from  the  fmall  pox.  The 
difeafed  limb  was  viribly  fhorter  than  the 
other ;  as  he  laid  upon  his  belly,  the  thigh 
could  not  be  drawn  backwards  without  great 
pain  :  the  hip  was  fwelled,  and  projected 
outwards,  the  integuments  appearing  rather 
tenfe,  on  the  outride  of  the  thigh  near  the 
great  trochanter ;  he  had  alfo  a  difficulty  in 
voiding  his  urine,  which  was  fometimes 
purulent. 

I  made  an  ifiue  by  cauflic,  in  the  ufual 
place,  not  however,  entertaining  much  hopes 
of  relieving  him.  He  was  eafier  for  fome 
time,  but  in  the  courfe  of  three  months  an 
abfcefs  formed,  and  burft ;  he  was  fupport- 
ed  by  proper  diet,  and  by  bark,  and  appeared 
to  be  gaining  ftrength,  when  he  was  attack- 
ed with  reftleflhefs,  and  vomiting,  fucceed- 
ed  by  conftipation  of  the  bowels,  dilated 
pupils,  convulfion,  and  ftupor;  fymptoms 
clearly  mewing  a  hydrocephalus  internus, 
which  foon  after  proved  fatal. 

I  opened  him,  and  found  three  ounces  of 
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water  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  the 
futures  of  the  fkull  not  being  clofed  ;  with 
regard  to  the  hip  joint,  the  cartilage  of  the 
thigh  bone  was  abraded,  the  cotyloid  ca- 
vity considerably  difeafed,  that  part,  where 
the  ligamcntum  teres  is  attached,  being  almolt 
corroded  through  the  fubftance  of  the  bone. 
In  another  part  of  the  cavity  nearer  the  fora- 
men, the  head  of  the  thigh  bone  feemed  to  be 
in  a  procefs  of  uniting  itfelf,  to  the  acetabu- 
lum coxendicis,  where,  an  ufeful  anchylofis 
might  probably  have  been  formed,  if  the  child 
had  furvived  the  hydrocephalus. 

CASE  XX. 

THE  following  narrative  is  taken  from  that 
valuable  collection  of  Greek  furgojy,  publifh- 
ed  at  Florence  in  1 754,  by  Antonius  Cocchius ; 
it  is  extracted  from  a  note,  wherein  the  edi- 
tor remarks  upon  a  paflage  of  Afclepiades, 
in  order  to  fhew  the  attention  of  that  cele- 
brated phyfician  to  difeafes  in  general,  and 
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particularly  to  the  complaint  of  the  hip  joint. 
Afclepiades,  who  appears  to  have  written 
fome  commentaries  on  the  works  of  Hippo- 
crates, which  are  now  almoft  totally  loft, 
fays,  "  That  he  had  met  with  two  patients, 
"  labouring  under  this  difeafe,  one  of  whom 
"  was  a  native  of  Paros,  who  had  neither 
"  been  thrown  down,  nor  bruifed,  yet  the 
"  difeafe  beginning  with  a  pain  in  the  lower 
"  extremity,  he  was  confined  to  his  bed  for 
"  three  months,  the  head  of  the  thigh  bone 
"  being  finally  thrown  out  of  its  proper  fi- 
"  tuation." 

The  other  cafe  which  occurred  to  him, 
was  that  of  a  player,  to  whom  the  fame  cir- 
cumftance  happened,  the  head  of  the  thigh 
bone  being  removed  from  the  cavity  of  the 
joint,  without  external  violence. 

Cocchius  fay s ,  "  Thefe  cafes  of  difeafe  of 
the  hip  joint  being  very  rare,  it  mews,  that  Af- 
clepiades employed  himfelf  for  a  long  time  in 
vifiting  patients.  I  had  once,  fays  he,  an  op- 
portunity in  the  year  1745,  of  opening  a 
man  who  died  of  the  hip  difeafe,  in  whom 

the 
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the  head  of  the  thigh  bone  was  removed 
from  its  proper  lituation.  The  name  of  the 
patient,  who  was  a  fervant  of  mine,  was 
Dominico  Palatio ;  his  right  leg  had  been 
weaker  than  the  other,  from  his  infancy,  and 
feemed  longer,  fo  that  in  walking  he  ap- 
peared to  go  rather  lame. 

When  he  was  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  fell  from  his  horfe,  and  his  right  thigh 
was  crufhed  upon  the  ground,  but  not  fo 
much  hurt,  as  to  prevent  him  from  finifhing 
a  journey  of  two  days  on  horfeback.  He  re- 
mained well  for  two  months,  but  having 
another  journey  to  perform  in  the  month  of 
January,  he  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a  vio- 
lent pain,  from  the  hip  to  the  fole  of  his 
foot,  as  he  got  off"  from  his  horfe,  and 
walked  in  heavy  boots.    This  pain  gave 
way  in  fome  meafure,  but  never  entirely  left 
the  joint  of  the  hip;  he  went  through  his 
ufual  bufinefs  in  the  day,  without  much  in- 
convenience, but  towards  the  evening,  the 
pain  and  weaknefs  returned ;  fo  that  at  the 
end  of  the  month,  he  could  neither  walk, 
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nor  ftand.  When  he  was  in  a  horizontal 
pofition,  there  appeared  nofvvelling,  but  upon 
attempting  to  raife  his  thigh,  he  was  in- 
ftantly  feized  with  an  acute  pain  in  the  hip. 
The  difeafed  limb,  was  now  an  inch  longer 
than  the  other,  the  thigh  was  wafted,  and 
he  had  no  power  of  railing  it,  although  the 
rotatory  motion  of  the  limb  ftill  remained. 

A  flow  fever  foon  came  on,  attended  with 
an  atrophy  of  the  whole  body,  and  at  the 
end  of  a  month,  a  large  tumour  mewed 
itfelf  on  the  outfide  of  the  thigh,  below 
the  great  trochanter,  not  painful  to  the  touch, 
but  evidently  containing  a  fluid.    This  tu- 
mour maturated  flowly,  although  proper  ap- 
plications were  ufed  to  haiten  its  fuppura- 
tion.    In  the  latter  end  of  April,  it  was 
opened  by  incifion,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of 
thin  inodorous  matter  was  difcharetd  :  the 
wound  was  fomented,  and  otherwife  attend- 
ed to  for  a  long  time»  it  fometimes  appeared 
clean  and  healthy,  at  other  times  foul  and 
putrid. 

At  the  fame  time,  he  feemed  to  raife  his 
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leg  with  more  facility,  but  foon  after,  a  fever  . 
came  on,  attended  with  fhiverings,  and  a 
confiderable  fwelling  took  place  on  the  hip, 
and  in  the  groin ;  the  foot  alfo  fwelled,  the 
leg  became  incapable  of  motion,  and  from 
being  longer  than  the  found  one,  it  was 
now  fhorter.  A  quantity  of  matter  hTued 
from  the  wound,  which  diminifhed  the  tu- 
mour, and  a  globular  hard  fub fiance  was 
perceived  in  the  groin,  which  was  conjec- 
tured to  be  the  head  of  the  thigh  bone. 
Matter  continued  difcharging  daily,  either 
fpontaneoufly,  or  from  preflure ;  at  length 
it  leiTened  in  quantity,  the  ulcer  became 
white  and  dry,  the  patient  funk  under  ex- 
treme weaknefs,  and  at  laft  died  from  a 
flight  inflammation  in  the  lungs. 

The  dhTection  of  the  body  exhibited  to 
view,«a  quantity  of  matter,  which  filled  up 
the  interftices'  of  the  rectus  and  vaftus  ex- 
ternus  mufcle$,from  the  hip  downward  to 
the  knee.  The  pofreriour  mufcles,  parti- 
cularly the  glutaeus  maximus,  where  it  is 
connected  with  the  thigh  bone,  the  glu- 
teus 
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txus  medius,  and  minimus,  and  all  the 
flefliy  fubftance  from  the  fpine  of  the  ilium 
backward,  behind  the  trochanter  major,  were 
afFecled  by  the  difeafe,  a  few  mufcular  fibres 
alone  remaining  ;  fo  that  the  furface  of  the 
os  ilium  was  entirely  expofed,  and  appa- 
rently corroded.    The  head  of  the  thigh 
bone,  removed  from  its  focket,  lay  inward, 
on  the  upper  edge  of  the  cotyloid  cavity, 
held  in  that  fituation,  by  its  connexion  with 
the  pfoas,  and  iliacus  internus  mufcle ;  the 
capfular  ligament  of  the  joint,  and  the  round 
ligament  were  ruptured,  and  diffolved  into 
matter;  the  cartilage  of  the  head  of  the  thigh 
bone,  and  that  of  the  acetabulum,  were  cor- 
roded, and  the  bony  furf aces  were  rough  from 
caries.    From  all  thefe  circumftances  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  difeafe  originated  in  the  ca- 
vity of  the  joint,  that  an  abfeefs  formed  in 
that  part,  either  from  inflammation  proceed- 
ing from  external  injury,  or,  from  the  parts 
being  from  a  previous  fcrophulous  taint,  pre- 
difpofed  to  this  difeafe. 51 

This  cafe  of  Cocchius,  mews  an  imtance 
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of  the  hip  difeafe,  which  frequently  occurs. 
It  holds  out  a  proper  caution  to  patients, 
who  are  predifpofed  to  this  complaint  by  a 
ftrumous  habit,  to  avoid  fuch  fituations  as 
may  expofe  them  to  external  accidents,  andr 
confequently  to  an  aggravation  of  the  dif- 
eafe.   Italfo  fhews,  like  many  other  cafes 
which  are  recorded,  the  fatality  of  the  com- 
plaint, when  an  external  abfcefs  takes  place, 
and  particularly,  if  that  abfcefs  is  made  the 
object  of  furgieal  operation. 


The  foregoing  cafes  of  the  difeafe  of  the 
hip  joint,  were  principally  felected  from  the 
great  variety,  prefented  for  admilTion  at  the 
Weftminfler  General  Difpenfary:  it  would 
have  been  eafy  to  have  added  many  more, 
as  patients  labouring  under  this  diforder, 
apply  in  great  numbers,  to  inftitutions  of  a 
fimilar  nature  to  that,  with  which  l  am  con- 

0 

nected,  being  in  a  great  meafure  excluded 
from  hofpitals,  both  on  account  of  the 

length 
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length  of  time,  which  their  cures  require, 
and  likewife  from  the  indifpenfable  neceffity 
of  having  as  good  air,  as  the  metropolis  af- 
fords, to  cooperate  with,  and  facilitate  the 
means  ufed  for  their  recovery.    It  has  been 
my  intention,  not  to  obtrude  a  multiplicity  of 
cafes,  refembling  each  other  in  their  leading 
circumftances  ;  they  have  been  feleded  with 
a  view  of  mewing  the  origin,  progrefs,  and 
termination  of  the  complaint,  its  general  ef- 
fects when  left  to  the  powers  of  nature  alone, 
and  the  beneficial  confequences,  likely  to 
refult  from  the  efforts  of  medical  and  fur- 
gical  aid,  feafonably  adminiftered. 

I  flatter  myfelf,  that  an  attempt  to  explain 
the  pathology  of  a  difeafe,  in  the  treatment 
of  which,  I  have  been  long  converfant,  will 
neither  be  confidered,  as  prefumptuous,  nor 
condemned,  as  altogether  unferviceable.  At 
all  events,  an  endeavour  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  furgeons  to  a  fubjed:  fo  important, 
and,  to  engage  them  to  the  confideration  of 
the  various  means  ufed  for  the  relief  of  a 
diforder,  fo  frequent  in  its  occurrence,  and 

fo 
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fo  pregnant  with  dangerous  confequences, 
cannot  be  deemed  an  undertaking,  ufelefs  in 
its  tendency,  however  defective  it  may  be  in 
its  execution.    It  mall  certainly  be  my  fu- 
ture ftudy,  to  avail  myfelf  of  every  oppor- 
tunity which  may  occur  of  rendering  thefe 
obfervations  lefs  imperfect  s  but  the  difeafe 
itfelf,  is  fo  protracted  in  its  duration,  and 
is  complicated  with  fo  great  a  variety  of  cir- 
cumftances,  all  demanding  the  mature  con- 
fideration  of  an  attentive  practitioner,  that 
it  perhaps  requires  more  time,  and  experi- 
ence to  elucidate  the  fubject  fully,  than  can 
fall  to  the  mare  of  an  individual. 

It  would  be  very  deferable  to  know,  what 
are  the  fymptoms,  which  indicate  fuch  a 
happy  termination  of  the  difeafe,  without 
the  interference  of  art,  as  defcribed  in  the 
twelfth  cafe. 

It  would  be  alfo  very  fortunate,  if  an 
uniform  mode  of  practice  could  be  afcertain- 
ed,  fo  as  to  prevent  invariably  the  calamity 
of  an  external  fuppuration,  proceeding  from 
caries,  or  itrumous  affection  of  the  joint. 

The 
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To  find  out  with  certainty,  the  remote 
caufe  of  this  difeafe,  is  an  objecT:  of  ra- 
tional and  ufeful  inquiry,  as  there  is  not  in 
the  whole  circle  of  human  maladies,  one,  to 
which  there  is  a  greater  neceflity  of  apply- 
ing the  common  expreffion, 

Venienti  occurrite  morbo. 

Above  all  it  would  be  of  the  greateft  con- 
fequence,  by  means  of  frequent  directions, 
to  fix  upon  true  principles,  the  morbid  anato- 
my of  the  hip  joint,  as  well  as  that  of  every 
other  joint  in  its  earlieft  ftate  of  difeafe. 
Opportunities  of  investigation  can  happen 
but  feldom ;  it  is  the  duty  therefore  of  every 
furgeon  to  avail  himfelf  of  all  thofe  which 
offer.     It  is  the  misfortune  of  mankind, 
that  practice  is  too  often  founded  upon  a 
vague  and  uncertain  defcription  of  difeafes, 
whilir.  labour,  attention,  and  perfeverance, 
might  have  introduced  precifion  and  cer- 
tainty. 


SECT. 


SECT.  VI. 

Remarks  on  White  Swellings  of  the  Knee,  and 
on  the  Caries  of  the  Joint  of  the  Wrijly 
with  Cafes ;  to  which  is  annexed,  a  Cafe, 
of  Incurvation  and  Caries  of  the  Spine. 


Obfervations  on  the  Ufe  of  Caufticsy  in  White  Swel- 
lings of  the  Knee. 

^WhEN  a  remedy  has  been  experienced  to 
be  productive  of  good  effects  in  any  one 
difeafe  of  dangerous  tendency,  it  becomes 
the  duty  of  the  practitioner,  to  apply  it  to 
thofe,  which  feem  to  be  of  a  fimilar  nature, 
efpecially  to  fuch,  as  have  hitherto  refitted 
the  ufual  means  of  relief.  The  white  fuel- 
ling of  the  knee  is  a  complaint,  fimilar  to 
the  carious  incurvation  of  the  fpine,  and  to 
the  caries  of  the  hip  joint :  and  if  its  pro- 
grefs  be  fometimes  different,  if  its  fatality 
be  occafionally  more  obvious,  whilft  at  other 
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times,  it  feems  to  yield  more  readily  to  the 
methods  adopted  for  its  cure,  the  reafon  for 
fuch  diverfity  in  its  progrefs  and  event,  will 
probably  be' found  in  circumftances  attend- 
ing its  local  fituation,  and  not  in  the  original 
nature  of  the  complaint. 

The  practice  of  the  Greek  furgeons,  for 
this  difeafe  of  the  knee  joint,  was  to  make 
topical  iiTues  by  the  actual  cautery,  and 
fince  experience  has  fully  fhewn  the  pro- 
priety of  the  revival  of  that  practice  for  the 
relief  of  the  carious  fpine,  under  the  form 
of  a  potential  cautery,   carious  joints  in 
all  parts  of  the  body,  and  particularly  that 
of  the  knee,  have  been  again  fubjected  to 
this  treatment :  but  it  is  well  known  that  the 
application  has  not  been  equally  fortunate  in 
this  joint :  an  eminent  phyfician  has  imput- 
ed this  want  of  fuccefs  to  the  diftance  of  the 
part  affected,  from  the  center  of  the  circu- 
lation*: in  a  paper,  publimed  in  the  Medical 

*  See  Vol.  III.  of  Mr.  Earle's  edition  of  Mr.  Pott's 
works,  p.  498. 
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Facts,  Vol.  IV.  p.  158,  the  failure  feems 
to  be  more  eafily  explained,  by  Hating 
the  difficulty  of  applying  the  cauftic  near 
enough  to  the  difeafed  part  ;  proceed- 
ing on  that  opinion,  the  author  directs 
the  application  of  the  cauflic,  to  be  made 
on  the  integuments,  covering  the  external 
condyle  of  the  thigh  bone,  as  being  moft 
contiguous  to  the  parts  affected  with  difeafe. 
The  refult  of  this  practice,  is  communicat- 
ed in  three  cafes,  which,  although  they  were 
not  all  finally  fuccefsful,  fo  as  to  reflore  the 
limb  to  a  perfect  convalefcence,  ferve,  never- 
thelefs,  to  fhew  the  advantage  of  topical  if- 
fues,  and  particularly,  the  propriety  of  ufmg 
them  as  near  as  poffible,  to  the  feat  of  the 
difeafe. 

I  have  for  many  years  applied  cauftics, 
above  and  below  the  internal  condyle  of  the 
thigh  bone,  for  white  fwellings  of  the  knee, 
with  various  fuccefs ;  and  I  have  remarked, 
where  this  plan  difappointed  my  hopes, 
and  where  a  fuppuration  of  the  joint  took 
place,  notwithstanding  this  mode  of  treat- 
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ment,  that  the  inflammation  has  in  almoft 
every  cafe  arofe,  and  that  the  matter  col- 
lected, generally  made  its  way  outwards, 
on  the  external  fide  of  the  knee ;  obferving 
this  fact  repeatedly,  I  was  led  to  conceive, 
that  the  cauftic,  in  the  manner  I  ufed  it, 
checked  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  as  far 
as  it  had  influence,  but,  that  its  influence 
was  not  fufficiently  powerful  to  pervade  the 
whole  cavity  of  the  joint. 

Since  the  publication  of  Mr.  Crowther's 
paper,  I  have,  in  a  bad  cafe  of  white  fuel- 
ling of  the  knee,  made  two  large  efchars, 
above  and  below  the  external  condyles  of 
the  thigh  bone,  in  addition  to  two  others, 
which  I  had  before  made  with  the  lapis  in- 
fernalis,  on  the  infide  of  the  joint  j  the  pa- 
tient foon  felt  a  fufpenfion  of  pain,  and  fome 
abatement  of  the  fwelling,  from  this  appli- 
cation, and  the  progrefs  of  cure  appears  to  be 
going  on  favourably. 

But  it  may  be  apprehended,  that  there  are 
other  very  material  circumftances ,  which 
operate  to  the  difadvantage  of  this  remedy, 

when 
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when  applied  to  the  caries  of  the  knee,  or 
of  the  ankle  joint,  and  thefe  are,  the  pref- 
fure  which  the  difeafed  part  receives  from 
the  weight  of  the  trunk,  and  the  mufcular 
motion,  to  which  it  is  naturally  liable, 
or,  which  it  unneceffarily  receives  from  the 
exertion  of  the  patient  :  from  thefe  caufes 
principally,  in  addition  to  what  Mr.  Crow- 
ther  has  fuggefted,  may  be  deduced  much 
of  the  ill  fuccefs,  which  attends  the  treatment 
of  difeafed  joints  in  the  lower  extremities* 
Notwithftanding  thefe  objections  to  its  ufe, 
the  application  of  cauftics,  in  white  fwel- 
lings  of  the  knee,  is  found  to  be  a  remedy 
of  great  efficacy ;  in  many  cafes,  it  claims 
a  decided  preference  to  bliffers,  irritating 
plafters  or  finapifms,  the  furgeon  being 
enabled  at  the  fame  time  in  which  he  is 
purfuing  a  rational  plan,  by  the  ufe  of  cauf- 
tics,  to  employ  other  efficacious  means :  he 
is  not  precluded  from  availing  himfelf,  of  the 
ufe  of  topical  bleeding  by  leeches,  of  fric- 
tions of  mercurial  ointment,  of  fomentations 
of  fea  water,  or  of  the  folution  of  fal  ammo- 
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niac,  of  the  plafter  of  gum  ammoniacum  and 
fquills,  or  even  of  blifters. 

The  cafes  of  white  fwelling  of  the  knee, 
in  which  I  have  found  the  application  of 
cauftics  completely  fuccefsful,  have  been 
thofe,  which  are  defcribed  by  Mr.  Bell,  as 
rheumatic  white  fwellings,  where  there  has 
been  little,  or  no  fluctuation  of  fluid,  in  the 
cavity  of  the  joint,  and  no  difcoloration  of 
the  integuments,  but  where  an  enlargement 
of  the  knee  has  taken  place,  attended  with 
great  pain  in  moving  the  part,  and  fome- 
times  a  total  inability  of  motion.  In  fuch 
cafes,  patients  have  often  previoufly  com- 
plained of  a  weaknefs,  and  pain  in  the  joint, 
which  has  probably  fub rifted  for  a  long  time, 
coming  on  at  intervals ,  increafed  by  fudden 
changes  of  the  weather,  and  aggravated  by 
flight  external  accidents,  but  thefe  fymptoms 
having  been  confidered  as  rheumatic,  have 
not  been  much  noticed. 

In  fuch  cafes,  and  particularly  in  adulr 
fubjects,  when  the  difeafe  has  been  aug- 
mented,   fo  as   to  require  furgical  aflif- 
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tance,  copious  and  repeated  bleedings  by 
leeches,  and  the  application  of  caultics, 
have  feldom  failed  to  produce  a  complete 
cure  :  but  when  the  patient  was  very  young, 
and  of  a  fcrophulous  habit,  or  when  the  ac- 
cumulation of  fluid  in  thejoint,  whether  mat- 
ter or  glary  fluid,  was  considerable,  or  when 
the  patient,  perverfely,  or  indifcreetly  accuf- 
tomed  himfelf  to  move  the  limb,  in  order  to 
prevent  a  ftiffnefs,  or  contraction  of  the  joint, 
I  have  feldom  feen  more  than  temporary  re- 
lief procured  by  this,  or  indeed  by  any  other 
method :  fuch  cafes  have  finally  terminated, 
either  in  a  contracted,  anchylofed  joint,  or 
fymptoms  have  come  on,  which  have  pro- 
duced the  unhappy  alternative  of  refigning 
the  limb,  or  giving  up  every  hope  of  pre- 
ferring life. 

The  period  of  life  molt  favourable  for  the 
treatment  of  the  white  fwelling  of  the  knee, 
has  been,  as  far  as  I  have  obferved,  in  a  mid- 
dle ftate,  from  twenty  to  forty-five  years  of 
age  :  In  very  young  children,  a  carious  ftate 
of  the  bones,  which  form  this  joint,  too  of- 
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ten  terminates  unfuccefs  fully;  thedifturbance, 
to  which  the  parts  are  liable  from  their  natural 
reftlefsnefs,  or  from  the  frequent  motion  to 
which  they  are  fubjected  by  the  officiouf- 
nefs  of  their  attendants,  occafions  more  irri- 
tation to  the  part  affected,  than  adults  are 
likely  to  receive,  who  are  eafily  perfuaded  to 
adopt  a  ftate  of  quietude  for  the  difeafed 
limb.  In  very  old  fubjects,  the  circulation 
is  too  languid  to  admit  of  much  hopes  of 
fuccefs  :  and  in  women,  during  a  ftate  of 
pregnancy,  or  of  lactation,  the  procefs  of 
cure,  goes  on  very  unfavourably. 

CASE  I. 

A  White  Swelling  of  the  Knee  cured  by  IJfues- 
made  by  Caujlic. 

In  May  1787,  John  Hennis,  thirty-four 
years  of  age,  a  tall  thin  man,  of  a  fallow 
complexion,  with  dark  hair,  and  black  eyes, 
naturally  fubject  to  a  winter  cough,  was  re- 
commended to  the  Weftminfter  General  Dif- 
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penfary,  for  a  ftrumous  enlargement  of  the 
tcftis,  for  which  he  underwent  the  operation 
of  extirpating  the  difeafed  part.  A  fort- 
night afterwards,  he  complained  of  uneafi- 
nefs  in  his  right  knee,  which  was  found  to 
be  fwelled,  and  painful,  particularly  on  the 
infide  of  the  patella;  the  leg  and  thigh 
were  foon  after  wafted,  and  the  knee  was 
ftrongly  contracted,  with  a  total  inability  of 
extending  the  joint,  or  moving  it,  without 
the  utmoft  pain. 

For  a  few  days,  I  ordered  it  to  be  fomen- 
ted and  poulticed,  but  feeing  no  profped 
of  amendment,  I  proceeded  to  the  topical 
application  of  leeches,  which  were  repeat- 
edly put  on  to  the  number  of  forty,  and  I 
afterwards  bliftered  the  whole  knee  three 
times ;  thefe  means  being  alfo  ineffedual,  I 
rubbed  the  lapis  infernalis,  half  an  inch 
above,  and  half  an  inch  below  the  joint,  on 
its  internal  part,  fo  as  to  produce  an  efchar, 
on  the  removal  of  which  there  were  two  large 
illues  capable  of  holding  ten  peas.  It  was  re- 
markable, that  this  man  felt  an  immediate 
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fufpenfion  of  pain,  from  the  application  of 
the  cauftics ;  after  the  firft  night,  hefleptwell, 
without  laudanum,  although  during  feveral 
preceding  nights,  'the  pain  had  been  fo  excef- 
five,  that  it  could  not  be  palliated  by  opiates. 
Six  months  elapfed  before  he  was  perfedly 
well.  He  has  preferved  the  ufe  of  his  limb, 
fo  as  to  purfue  his  bufinefs,  at  this  time, 
as  a  brewer's  fervant  j  the  ilfues  were  kept 
open  for  eighteen  months,  and  during  that 
time,  he  felt  inconvenience,  whenever  they 
were  neglected. 

In  the  year  1791,  the  man  applied  again 
for  affiftance,  for  a  chain  of  difeafed  glands 
in  his  neck,  which  extended  from  ear  to 
ear.  Thefe  fwellings  after  a  long  time  fup-  ' 
purated,  and  he  recovered  alfo  from  this  rtru- 
mous  attack.  On  the  19th  of  March,  1792, 
I  faw  him  again,  and  found  that  he  remain- 
ed perfectly  well. 
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CASES  II.  HI.  and  IV. 

Three  InJIances  of  White  Swellings  of  the  Knee 
Joint,  cured  by  Iffues  made  by  Cauflic,  and 
by  repeated  Bleedings  with  Leeches. 

IN  the  month  of  June,  1791,  I  was  de- 
fired  to  fee  Mrs.  Squires,    wife  of  Mr. 
Squires,  wine  merchant  in  Catherine  Street, 
near  the  Strand.  She  was  thirty  years  of  age, 
of  a  pale,  unhealthy  afpecT:,  but  had  enjoyed 
a  tolerable  ftate  of  health,  till  me  was  attack- 
ed with  a  violent  pain  in  her  knee,  in  the 
preceding  month  of  February .  This  pain  had 
continued  increafing,  and  when  I  faw  her, 
the  leg  and  thigh  were  emaciated,  the  knee 
was  fwelled,  exceedingly  painful,  and  con- 
traded  fo  much,  that  it  was  impradicable 
to  extend  it,  without  giving  her  the  moft 
exquifite  pain.   She  had  applied  a  variety  of 
fomentations  and  poultices  to  the  part,  and 
ufed  many  internal  medicines,  without  any 
benefit;  the  only  refource,  which  me  found 
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for  alleviating  the  pain,  was  in  large  dofes 
of  laudanum.  The  limb  could  not  be  mov- 
ed in  the  bed,  nor  could  me  bear  the  preflure 
of  the  bed  cloaths  on  the  part ;  there  was 
however  no  fluctuation  of  fluid  in  the  joint. 

I  ordered  twelve  leeches  to  be  immediately 
applied  to  the  knee ;  thefe  were  repeated  in 
a  few  days,  and  afterwards  a  large  blifter 
was  laid  over  the  whole  difeafed  part.  This 
mode  of  treatment  was  continued  for  three 
weeks,  during  which  time,  there  was  not 
much  remillion  of  the  fymptoms,  her  knee 
remained  exceedingly  painful,  and  me  could 
not  be  removed  from  the  bed.    The  quan- 
tity of  laudanum  however,  had  been  de- 
creafed.    A  plafter  compofed  of  gum  am- 
moniacum,  and  the  vinegar  of  f quills,  as 
recommended  by  Dr.  Swediar,  was  next 
applied  to  the  knee ;  this  was  renewed  feve- 
ral  times,  and  the  compofition  made  as  fti- 
mulating  as  polfible  by  the  addition  of  pow- 
dered fquills  :  it  gave  much  local  irritation, 
but  the  knee  remained  equally  painful,  fuel- 
led, and  contracted. 

Two 
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Two  large  iffues  were  then  made  above, 
and  below  the  knee,  by  pencilling  the  inte- 
guments with  the  lapis  infernalis ;  I  called 
upon  her  in  a  few  days,  and  found  her 
eafier.  She  was  now  directed  to  keep  a 
pillow  under  the  knee,  and  to  extend  it  as 
much  as  poffible,  without  ufing  violence. 
The  iffues  foon  difcharged  freely,  and  their 
furfaces  were  frequently  fprinkled  with  pow- 
dered cantharides  ;  I  attended  her'  for  four 
months,  and  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  her 
perfectly  recovered. 

She  applied,  during  my  attendance  up- 
wards of  five  hundred  leeches  to  the  knee, 
and  to  the  difcharge  of  blood,  procured  by 
them,  fhe  attributed  her  recovery.  When- 
ever me  felt  any  increafe  of  pain,  recourfe 
was  had  to  this  mode  of  bleeding,  which 
always  relieved  her.  The  iffues  were  kept 
open  for  a  year  afterward  ;  in  December, 
1792,  they  were  dried  up ;  fhe  has  now  the 
perfect  ufe  of  her  joint,  and  is  able  to  walk 
feveral  miles  in  the  day. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Roffe,  wife  of  Mr.  RofTe,  timber 
merchant,  in   Princes  Street,    St.  Ann's, 
Soho,  had  for  fome  years  been  fubjed  to  a 
pain  in  the  knee,  which  was  increafed  on 
every  change  of  the  weather,  after  under- 
going any  uncommon  fatigue,  or  meeting 
with  an  accidental  fall,  to  which  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  joint  made  her  very  liable.  She 
fent  for  me  in  December,  1 791 ,  at  which 
time,  the  complaint  was  growing  much 
worfe,  me  could  not  ftand  on  the  limb,  it 
was  extremely  painful,  and  much  contract- 
ed, and  every  effort  to  extend  it,  produced 
a  confiderable  increafe  of  pain.    The  limb 
was  wafted,  above  and  below  the  part  af- 
feded,  but  her  health  in  other  refpe&s  was 
perfectly  good. 

I  ordered  the  part  to  be  bled  with  leeches, 
and  afterwards  a  flrong  folution  of  fal  am- 
moniac to  be  applied  to  it,  and  this  treat- 
ment was  continued  for  feveral  days,  with- 
out any  vifible  figns  of  amendment  j  repeated 
blifters  were  alfo  employed  without  any  ad- 
vantage.   I  then  made  two  iffues,  as  in  the 
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foregoing  cafe,  the  good  effeds  of  which, 
were  quickly  obvious,  from  the  remimon 
of  the  pain,  and  from  the  power  of  extend- 
ing the  limb  being  reftored  to  her.  She  had 
more  than  feventy  leeches  applied  to  the  knee, 
and  recovered  entirely  in  three  months ;  me 
is  at  this  time  perfedly  well,  but  ftill  keeps 
one  of  the  iflues  open. 

In  this  cafe,  as  well  as  in  the  preceding 
one,  very  little  medicine  was  given;  the 
former  patient  was  of  a  debilitated  habit, 
and  reaped  great  advantage  from  preparations 
of  bark.  The  laft-mentioned  patient,  was 
of  a  full,  plethoric  conftitution,  and  the 
cure  was  promoted  by  a  low  regimen  of 
diet,  and  the  occafional  ufe  of  aperient  me- 
dicines. 

On  the  19th  of  March,  1790,  Mary  Cuf- 
ter  at  No.  20,  St.  Alban's  Street,  Pall  Mall, 
forty-two  years  of  age,  was  recommended 
as  a  patient  to  the  Weftminfter  General 
Difpenfary.  I  was  informed,  that  fhe  had 
been  confined  to  her  bed,  for  four  weeks,  on 
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account  of  a  painful  fvvelling  of  the  knee* 
joint,  which  had  been  confidered  as  rheu^ 
matic,  and  that  leeches  and  cataplafms  had 
been  repeatedly  applied  to  it :  I  found  that 
her  general  health  had  been  always  perfedly 
good,  but  that  for  fome  time  part  me  had 
been  fubjed  to  a  weaknefs  in  this  joint. 

This  laft  attack  had  come  on  fuddenly, 
after  fome  fatigue  in  her  bufmefs,  which 
was  that  of  a  laundrefs ;  the  knee  was  con- 
fiderably  fwelled,  and  fo  irritable,  that  it 
could  not  be  moved  from  the  pofition  in 
which  it  lay,  without  the  utmoft  pain,  nor 
could  fhe  fuffer  the  weight  of  the  bed  cloaths 
to  prefs  upon  it :  if  it  was  attempted  to  be 
raifed  in  the  moft  gentle  manner  by  the  heel, 
the  pain  was  infufferable ;  the  fkin  appear- 
ed mining  and  tenfe  on  the  knee,  and  the 
limb  was  wafted  both  above  and  below  the 
joint. 

I  directed  ten  leeches  to  be  inftantly  ap- 
plied, to  the  moft  painful  part  of  the  joint, 
and  the  following  day  it  was  covered  with  a 
large  blifter.    This  plan  of  topical  bleeding 
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and  bliftering  was  continued  for  two  months, 
during  which  time,  feventy  leeches  and  fix 
blifters  had  been  ufed ;  at  the  end  of  that  pe- 
riod, I  found  the  pain  of  the  joint  was 
greatly  removed.  The  knee  however,  re- 
mained fwelled,  and  was  totally  incapable  of 
motion.  On  the  24th  of  May  the  cauftics 
were  applied  as  in  the  foregoing  cafes ;  in 
three  days  fhe  could  move  the  limb  with 
fome  eafe,  and  from  that  time,  a  favour- 
able alteration  was  evident. 

In  the  middle  of  June,  fhe  could  put  her 
leg  and  foot  to  the  ground,  and  could  bend, 
and  extend  the  joint  with  great  facility.  She 
kept  feven  peas  in  each  iffue,  but  as  the, 
joint  became  ftronger,  fhe  gradually  leffen- 
ed  the  number  of  the  peas.  On  the  ift  of 
Auguft,  1792,  this  patient  called  upon  me, 
and  faid  her  knee  was  perfectly  well,  that 
fhe  could  walk  feveral  miles  in  the  day, 
without  inconvenience,  and  that  fhe  kept 
the  lower  ilTue  open  with  three  peas  only. 
No  internal  medicines  were  ufed  in  this  cafe, 

except 
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except  occafionally,  a  folution  of  common 
purging  falts. 

CASE  V. 

An  Injlance  of  Caries  of  the  K?iee  Joinfi 
cured  by  Anchylo/zs,  the  Limb  during  the 
Progrefs  of  the  Cure,  being  carefully  kept 
in  an  extended  Po/ition. 

MRS.  MORTON,  at  No.  138,  Swallow 
Street,  a  thin,  delicate  woman,  thirty  years 
of  age,  fubjecl:  to  no  particular  chronic  dif- 
eafe,  was  feized  on  the  5th  of  Auguft,  1789, 
in  the  night,  with  a  violent  pain  in  the  knee,, 
attended  with  a  fever,  which  was  confidered 
as  rheumatic  :  the  following  day,  find- 
ing herfelf  unable  to  walk,  and  that  her 
knee  was  much  fwelled,  fhe  applied  to  an 
apothecary  in  the  neighbourhood ,  by  whofe 
advice,  fhe  was  bled  in  the  arm,  and  had 
fix  leeches  applied  to  her  knee;  fomentations, 
cataplafms,  and  a  volatile  embrocation  were 

alfo  ufed  to  the  part  affected. 

On 


[    209  ] 

On  the  20*  of  Auguft,  me  was  recom- 
mended to  the  Weftminfter  General  Difpen- 
faiy,and  the  knee  wasfoundtobe  confiderably 
fwelled,  exceedingly  painful,  incapable  of  the 
leaft  motion,  or  even  of  bearing  the  preffure 
of  the  bed  cloaths :  there  was  no  external 
inflammation,  but  evidently  a  collection  of 
fluid  in  the  joint.    I  direded  leeches  to 
be  again  applied,  and  cloths  dipped  in  a 
ftrong  folution  of  fal  ammoniac,  to  be  con- 
ftantly  kept  wet  on  the  knee;  gentle  fa- 
line  laxative  medicines  were  alfo  ufed,  as 
me  had  a  fymptomatic  fever.    This  me- 
thod having  been  continued  for  ten  days, 
without  producing  any  good  effect,  the  fo- 
lution of  fal  ammoniac  was  left  off,  and 
the  part  was  rubbed  twice  a  day,  with 
half  a  dram  of  the  ftrong  mercurial  oint- 
ment, to  which  were  added  five  grains  of 
camphire;  during  this  treatment,  the  dwel- 
ling in  a  fmall  degree  diminifhed,  but  the 
pain  in  the  joint  continued. 

On  the  15th  of  September,  I  rubbed  the 
lapis  infernalis,  above  and  below  the  joint, 


fo 
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fo  as  to  produce  an  efchar,  at  leaft  one  inch 
in  diameter,  and  formed  an  iffiie  in  both 
places,  capable  of  holding  ten  or  twelve 
peas. 

On  the  1 6th  of  Odober,  there  had  been  no 
benefit  derived  from  this  management  of  the 
cafe,  except  that  the  fluid  in  the  joint  feemed 
to  be  in  feme  meafure  abforbed.  The  pain 
in  the  knee  was  ftifi  violent,  the  leg  and 
thigh  much  waited,  the  ancle  cedematous, 
and  the  flighteft  motion  of  the  joint  was  at- 
tended with  the  moft  excruciating  pain.  The 
friftion  of  the  mercurial  ointment  was  con- 
tinued, and  the  iflues  difcharged  freely. 

November  icA  the  fame  plan  was  con- 
tinued, with  the  occafional  ufe  of  the  bark, 
as  me  was  inclined  to  colliquative  fweats  at 
night.  The  limb  began  to  contract  with 
the  knee  bent,  a  pofition,  which  ufually  takes 
place  in  the  white  fwelling  of  this  joint  3  flic 
kept  it  however,  refolutely  extended,  coun- 
teracting the  tendency  to  flexion,  by  bolfters 
pbeed  underneath  the  knee. 

On 
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On  the  20th  of  December,  the  fwelling 
of  the  joint  was  abated,  her  general  health 
was  much  mended,  the  limb  was  ftill  wafted, 
but  by  grafping  her  thigh  with  both  hands, 
it  was  found  that  fhe  was  capable  of  moving 
the  whole  lower  extremity ;  the  foot  was  af- 
fected by  this  motion,  being  turned  inward 
or  outward,  as  fhe  directed  the  rotatory  mo- 
tion of  the  thigh,  a  proof,  that  an  anchy- 
lofis  was  forming  in  the  knee  joint ;  me  con- 
tinued to  preferve  a  horizontal  pofition,  and 
to  keep  the  limb  fteadily  extended. 

On  the  1 8th  of  January,  1790,  me  at- 
tempted to  get  out  of  bed,  but  in  confequence 
found  the  knee  much  worfe,  and  the  fymp- 
tomatic  fever  renewed. 

Being  now  fenfible,  that  her  cure  depend- 
ed principally  on  reft,  fhe  lay  quietly  for  two 
months  longer,  at  the  end  of  which  period 
fhe  was  occalionally  taken  from  the  bed, 
but  many  months  ftill  elapfed,  before  her 
limb  was  in  the  leaft  ferviceable.  She  walk- 
ed afterwards  for  eighteen  months  with 
crutches,  and  her  recovery  feemed  to  be  re- 
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tarded  by  fome  unfortunate  circumftances. 
The  hulband  was  poor,  and  his  diftrefs 
obliged  him  to  move  his  family  to  different 
parts  of  the  town  ;  me  was  twice  pregnant 
during  her  illnefs,  and  me  obferved  to  me, 
that  her  knee  never  grew  ftronger,  when  fhe 
was  with  child,  or  giving  fuck.  She  was 
once  recommended  to  dry  up  her  hTues,  but 
found  the  knee  in  confequence  much  weaker. 
She  at  feveral  times  applied  to  irregular  prac- 
titioners, who  advifed  her  to  endeavour  to 
move  the  joint,  and  adminiftered  their  fpe- 
cific  oils  for  that  purpofe. 

Time,  however  has  fatisfied  her  of  the 
neceffity  of  preferving  the  firm  coalefcence 
in  the  joint,  which  nature  has  formed.  The 
limb  is  perfectly  anchylofed,  the  union,  be- 
tween the  condyles  of  the  thigh  bone  and 
the  upper  head  of  the  tibia,  being  complete. 
She  is  capable  of  walking  feveral  miles  in 
the  day,  without  much  inconvenience,  but 
does  not  yet  trull:  herfelf  in  the  ftreet  with- 
out a  fhick,  although  in  going  about  the 
houfe,  fhe  docs  not  avail  herfelf  of  -  that  af- 

fiftance : 
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fiftance :  me  is  now  accuftomed  to  the  incon- 
venience of  a  ftiff  joint,  but  in  walking,  me 
cannot  move  the  limb  in  a  plain  rectilinear 
progreffion,  defcribing  as  it  were,  the  por- 
tion of  a  circle,  much  in  the  fame  manner 
as  thofe  do  who  have  a  wooden  leg. 
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Remarks  on  the  Caries  of  the  Joint  of  the 
Wrijl,  with  Cafes. 

IT  has  been  well  obferved,  by  Mr.  Jufta- 
mond  *,  that  it  is  one  of  the  greateft  defide- 
rata  in  forgery  to  be  able,  either  to  affift  na- 
ture in  the  formation  of  an  arichy'lofis,  or 
to  form  one  by  the  affiftance  of  art,  where 
nature  does  not  feem  difpofed  to  do  it :  this 
is  a  remark,  to  the  truth  of  which  every 
practitioner  will  accede,  although  the  diffi- 
culty of  accompli  filing  thefe  objects  muft  be 
acknowledged  :  it  is  perhaps  eafier  to  fay, 
what  kind  of  furgical  practice,  will  not  af- 
fift  nature,  in  effecting  the  procefs  of  anchy- 
lofis, than  to  explain  in  what  manner  fur- 
gery  can  affift  her. 

The  opening  into  difeafed  joints,  the  paf- 
fmg  of  a  feton,  or  the  injecting  of  fluids 
into  their  cavity,  will  certainly  not  aid  the 


*  Sec  Juftamond's  works,  by  Houlfton,  p.  229. 
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convalefcence  of  the  part  j  the  formation  of 
anchylofis  is  a  procefs  of  nature,  in  which 
fhe  is  herfelf  the  chief  agent,  in  the  relief  of 
diforders  otherwife  incurable.   But  it  mould 
be  obferved,  that  anchylofis,  under  the  ufual 
acceptation  of  the  word,  is  not  to  be  always 
confidered  as  a  cohefion  of  the  extremities  of 
bones  ;  in  fome  inftances  it  is  produced  by 
the  rigidity,  or  ftrong  contraclion  of  muf, 
cles,  the  bones  and  cartilages  which  com. 
pofe  the  joint,  being  confidered  as  free  from 
carious  taint }  in  this  view,  it  is  of  the  ut, 
moft  importance  in  furgery  to  afcertain  the 
propriety  of  giving  motion  to  joints,  or  of 
refraining  from  fuch  attempt,  where  there 
is  a  difpofition  to  anchylofis;  if  this  ten- 
dency be  created  {oldy  by  the  contraction 
of  mufcles,  the  attempt  to  produce  mo- 
tion is  obvioufly  ufeful,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, if  the  difficulty  in  moving  the  part, 
and  the  pain,  which  accompanies  this  endea-, 
vour,  be  caufed  by  caries,  it  muft  be  confi- 
dered, whether  every  effort  of  this  kind, 
does  not  aggravate  the  original  difeafe,  and 

excite 
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excite  inflammation,  and  the  fecretion 1  of 
matter ;  both  of  which  circumftances  have  a 
material  influence  in  producing  an  unfortu- 
nate termination  of  the  malady.    But  a  ftate 
of  quietude  in  this  cafe  favours  the  ope- 
ration of  remedies,  gives  time  for  the  re- 
fources  of  nature  to  take  place,  and  even 
if  the  caries  be  fo  far  gone,  that  anchy- 
lofis  muft  unavoidably  be  the  only  means  of 
cure,-  it  fuffers  that  natural  procefs  of  the 
conftitution  to  be  exerted  in  the  beft  manner 
poffible, 

There  is  no  joint  in  the  body  more  fub- 
jedt  to  caries,  than  that  of  the  wrift ;  from 
its  lituation,  and  from  the  number  of  fmall 
bones,  which  compofe  this  joint,  it  is  ex- 
pofed  to  a  variety  of  accidents,  which  bring 
on  difeafes  of  bone ;  notwithstanding  this 
propenfity,  it  more  eafily  admits  of  cure 
when  it  is  affected  by  caries  than  many 
other  joints;  it  is  without  difficulty  kept  in 
a  ftate  of  quietude,  and  not  having  any 
preffure  to  fupport  from  the  trunk,  the 
ufual  means  adopted  for  checking  the  difpo- 
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fition  to  caries,  are  often  fucccfsful,  and 
even  if  the  progrefs  of  caries  be  farther 
advanced,  fo  that  an  anchyloiis  becomes 
neceflary  to  preferve  the  limb,  this  joint, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  elbow,  is  ea%  fuf- 
ceptible  of  that  advantage,  and  a  very  ufe- 
ful  limb  is  often  preferved,  although  a  con- 
fiderable  deftrudtion  of  bone  and  cartilage 
may  have  taken  place. 


CASE  I. 

A— 

"  B  ,  Servant  to  a  gentleman 

in  Portland  Place,  fuffered  a  flight  contu- 
fion  in  the  palm  of  her  hand,  by  bmifwg  it 
with  an  iron  Viewer.  She  felt  no  immediate 
inconvenience  from  the  accident,  and,  as 
there  was  no  external  wound,  purfued  her 
ufual  bufinefs.  The  following  day,  her 
hand  was  /lightly  fwelled,  and  when  I  faw 
it,  a  few  days  afterwards,  the  fwelling  ex- 
tended up  the  fore  arm,  but  affected  princi- 
pally the  wrift,  the  back  of  the  hand,  and  fia, 
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o-ers  which  were  all  cedematous ;  there  was 
no  tenfion  of  the  (kin,  inflammation,  or 
tendency  to  external  fuppuration,  but  ilie 
complained  of  a  violent  pain  in  the  joint  of 
the  wrift. 

Fomentations  and  poultices  of  various 
kinds  were  applied  for  feveral  days,  and  ano- 
dynes conftantly  adminiftered,  but  no  rernif- 
fion  of  pain  could  be  procured.  Strong  folu- 
tions  of  fal  ammoniac  were  alfoufed,  but  with 
no  advantage,  and  on  examining  the  limb, 
I  found  a  crepitation  in  the  joint  of  the  wrift  : 
Mr.  John  Howard,  of  Argyle  Street,  at  this 
time  faw  the  cafe  with  me,  and  with  his 
concurrence,  a  large  blifter  was  applied  round 
the  joint.   The  pain  was  in  a  few  days  alle- 
viated, and  the  fwelling  began  to  fubfide 
after  the  repetition  of  a  few  blifters.  In 
about  fix  weeks,  the  abrafion  of  the  carti- 
lages could  be  no  longer  felt  in  the  joint, 
and  fhe  foon  after  completely  recovered  the 
ufe  of  her  hand. 


CASE 
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CASE  II. 

Mary  jones,  thirty  years  of  age,  was 

admitted  a  patient  to  the  Wertminfter  Gene- 
ral Difpenfary,  September  nth>  1792;  me 
had  not  been  fubject  to  any  particular  dif- 
eafe,  although  me  did  not  appear  to  have 
been  a  ftrong  and  healthy  perfon.  Her  only 
complaint  was  a  f welling  of  the  wrift,  at- 
tended with  violent  pain,  and  total  inabi- 
lity of  motion  in  that  joint,  and  thofe  of 
the  fingers.  The  caufe  affigned,  was  a  Itrain 
which  proceeded  from  the  wringing  of  wet 
linen.  She  was  fuddenly  waked  in  the  night 
fubfequent  to  the  accident,  with  exceffive 
pain  in  the  part,  and  from  that  time,  the 
limb  remained  fwelled,  and  cedematous  from 
the  ends  of  the  fingers,  to  the  elbow j  this 
had  fubfifted  for  two  months,  during  which 
time,  the  part  had  been  conftantly  fomented, 
and  various  poultices  had  been  applied ;  at 
length,  large  dofes  of  laudanum  were  ufed, 

which 
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which  were  the  only  refource,  adequate  to  a 
temporary  alleviation  of  pain. 

The  firft  day,  me  was  recommended  to 
the  charity,  fix  leeches  were  applied  to  the 
wrift,  and  the  following  day  a  large  blif- 
tering  plafter  round  the  joint :  this  did  not 
relieve  her  materially,  and  me  was  obliged 
to  continue  her  opiates.  The  violent  pain 
flie  fuffered,  made  it  impoflible  to  move  her 
from  the  bed,  fo  that  the  part  had  every  ad- 
vantage, likely  to  refult  from  an  undifturbed 
pofition. 

During  the  courfe  of  my  attendance  on 
her,  which  lafted  four  months,  I  found  that 
the  fwelling  and  pain  gave  way  gradually  to 
a  repetition  of  bliftering,  and  topical  bleed- 
ings ;  the  blifters  were  renewed  ten  times,  and 
fhe  informed  me,  that  one  hundred  and  fifty 
leeches  had  been  applied  ;  the  recovery  was 
very  How,  and  although  at  this  time,  which 
is  a  year  fince  the  firft  attack  of  her  diforder, 
me  has  the  ufe  of  her  wrift,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, and  can  bend  and  extend  both  that 
joint,  and  her  fingers  in  fome  meafure,  there 

are 
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are  evident  marks  of  partial  anchy lofts,  par- 
ticularly, between  the  firft  bone  of  the  thumb, 
and  the  wrift. 

.yj  .  CASE  III. 

MARY  COLLINS,  fervant  to  Mrs, 
Campbell,  in  Suffolk  Street,  Marylebone, 
fixty  years  of  age,  a  woman  healthy  in  every 
refpeft,  received  a  flight  injury  in  her  thumb, 
by  pricking  it  with  a  pin,  as  fhe  was  waffl- 
ing linen. 

The  following  day,  fhe  felt  a  violent  pain 
in  that  joint  of  the  thumb,  where  the  hurt 
was  received  ;  the  third  day,  the  whole  arm 
fwelled,  from  the  fingers  upward  to  the 
fhoulder,  with  violent  pain  round  the  wrift, 
which  feemed  to  be  principally  affected.  A 
fever  came  on,  attended  with  rigors,  which 
lafted  for  three  days ;  at  this  time,  fhe  had 
a  very  affiduous  attendance  from  her  apo- 
thecary, and  fomentations  and  poultices 
were  applied:  I  was  defired  to  fee  the  cafe 

a  few 
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a  few  days  afterwards,  and  found  the 
whole  arm  extremely  fvvelled,  painful,  and 
totally  incapable  of  motion.  The  fkin 
was  of  a  purple  hue,  and  in  fome  parts, 
there  were  vesications  rifing  on  its  furface. 
She  had  a  languid  appearance,  great  dejec- 
tion of  fpirits,  and  her  pulfe  was  quick  and 
low. 

From  the  age  of  the  patient,  and  from 
the  local  appearances,  there  was  great  reafon 
to  apprehend,  that  a  gangrene  might  oc- 
cur. In  order  to  obviate  this,  as  the  great- 
efl-  evil,  a  cordial  plan  of  diet  and  a  free 
exhibition  of  the  peruvian  bark  with  lau- 
danum were  continued,  as  they  had  been, 
before  I  faw  her,  adminiftered  by  Mr. 
Bacot,  her  apothecary,  and  a  cataplafm  of 
linfeed  meal  was  applied  to  the  part  affected. 
This  was  fo  far  fuccefsful,  that  we  foon 
had  the  pleafure  of  obferving  a  fuppura- 
tion  take  place  in  various  parts  of  the  arm. 
The  joint  of  the  wrift  was  however  found, 
on  the  burfting  of  thefe  abfeeffes,  to  be  quite 
carious ;  the  abrafion  of  the  cartilages  of  the 

joint 
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joint  was  indubitable,  the  crepitation  of  the' 
bones  was  heard,  and  a  total  inability  of 
motion  in  the  fore  arm  was  obvious.  The 
railing  it  even  for  the  purpofes  of  clean- 
linefs  was  impracticable,  without  giving 
great  pain,  and  was  therefore  avoided.  I 
confidered  that  reft  was  the  only  mode  of 
preferving  the  limb  from  amputation,  and 
the  patient  fubmitted  to  a  treatment,  which 
was  not  attended  with  pain,  eafily  giving 
up  circumftances  of  convenience,  for  a  prof- 
pecT:  of  permanent  fafety ;  me  lay  in  bed 
for  three  months  with  her  arm  fupported  on 
a  pillow,  the  external  applications  being  re- 
tained by  the  eighteen-tailed  bandage,  by 
which  means  the  upper  or  outer  part  of  the 
arm  was  opened  occafionally,  to  examine 
the  ftate  of  the  wounds,  without  difturbing 
the  pofition  of  the  limb,  whilft  the  abfceffes, 
which  had  burft  on  the  internal  or  lower  part 
of  the  wrift,  were  not  attended  to. 

The  refult  of  the  cafe  was,  that  after  four 
months  clofe  confinement,  fhe  recovered, 
with  the  hand  entirely  anchylofed  in  the  wrift 
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joint,  although  fome  little  motion  remained 
in  the  fingers,  but  it  was  fcarcely  fufficient 
for  any  ufeful  purpofe.    She  has  however, 
the  fatisfaction  of  having  avoided  an  ope- 
ration, which,  considering  her  advanced  pe- 
period  of  life,  and  the  particular  circumftan- 
ces  of  the  cafe  continually  threatening  a 
gangrene,  would  probably  have  terminated 
unfuccefs fully.    To  thofe  who  attended  the 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  it  afforded  the  grati- 
fication of  obferving,  that  a  carious  ftate  of 
the  bones  of  the  wrift,  even  in  old  age,  is 
not  abfolutely  incurable,  and  that  the  refour- 
ces  of  nature  in  thofe  cafes,  when  favoured 
by  a  perfed  ftate  of  reft,  and  aided  by  diet 
and  medicine,  are  almoft  inexhauftible. 
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CASE  IV. 

A  Caries  tf  tbe  Wriji  cured  by  Anchylofis,  or 
Cohefton  of  the  Bones,  taken  from  Mr.  Da- 
vid's Memoir,  on  the  EffeB  of  Motion  and 
Reft,  addrejfed  to  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Surgery  at  Paris  *. 

A  Man  about  fifty  years  of  age,  applied 
to  me  in  1 770,  with  the  bones  of  the  wrift 
fo  carious,  that  in  two  or  three  places,  one 
might  pafs  a  probe  through  them,  by  fol- 
lowing fome  fiftulous  openings,  that  pre- 
fented  themfelves  on  the  outride.  The  wrift, 
and  the  hand  which  were  cedematous,  con- 
fiderablyfwelled,  and  of  a  dark  blue  colour, 
feemed  to  require  amputating  fo  much  the 
more  urgently,  as  the  patient  was  tormented 
with  a  flow  fuppuratory  fever ;  it  was  even 
the  advice  of  a  man,  fkilful  in  the  profeflion, 
not  to  defer  having  recourfe  to  this  laft  re- 
fourcej  not withftanding  this,  I  ventured  to 

*  See  Juftamond's  works,  by  Houlfton,  p.  200. 
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temporize,  and  after  having  applied  the  ufual 
drellings  for  two  days,  I  carefully  clofed  all 
the  fiftulous  openings,  with  draftings  that 
were  not  irritating,  and  the  hand  and  wrift 
being  covered  with  comprefles  dipt  in  a 
balfamic  and  fpirituous  embrocation,  made 
with  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  oil  of  rofes,  and 
brandy,  I  placed  them  in  junks ;  the  parts 
being  thus  kept  in  a  perfect  and  conftant  ftate 
of  reft,  I  made  no  fcruple  of  leaving  the 
firft  draftings  on  for  ten  days  without  a  re- 
newal, more  efpecially  as  neither  the  pain, 
nor  the  difcharge,  required  them  to  be  re- 
moved fooner,  and  at  this  time  it  was  curio  fi- 
ty,  rather  than  abfolute  neceftity,  that  was  the 
motive  for  my  doing  it.  As  I  found  the 
difcharge  lefs  in  quantity,  thicker  and  lefs 
fetid,  than  when  the  patient  wTas  drafted  every 
day,  I  judged  it  proper  to  put  off  the  removal 
of  the  fecond  draftings  for  twenty  days,  and 
at  this  period,  the  fwelling  of  the  hand  and 
wrift  were  half  reduced,  and  every  thing 
feemed  to  befpeak,  as  much  from  the  pa- 
tient's countenance  and  plilfe,  as  from  the 

2  nature 
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nature  of  the  difcharge,  that  hopes  might 
already  be  entertained  of  a  fortunate  termina- 
tion of  this  dreadful  difeafe.  In  about  two 
months  and  an  half  after  this,  thefe  hopes 
were  completely  realized ;  for  at  this  time, 
all  the  fiftulous  orifices  were  perfectly  cica- 
trized, and  the  cure  was  terminated,  with 
no  other  inconvenience  to  the  patient,  except 
lofs  of  motion  in  the  wrift,  which  has  not 
fince  prevented  him,  from  doing  his  ufual 
work. " 

i  A  -V;         CASE   $£t*$ii   ,  ! 
HP 

1  HE  difeafe  reprefented  in  the  feventh 
plate,  is  a  caries  of  the  joint  of  the  wrift, 
cured  by  the  operation  of  nature,  in  uniting 
together  the  carious  bones.  The  caries  feems 
to  have  comprehended  the  firft  joint  of  the 
thumb,  as  well  as  the  carpal  bones,  the  joints 
of  the  fingers  remaining  free  from  anchylo- 
fis .  I  have  no  particular  account  of  the  com- 
plaint, but  it  evidently  ferves  to  fhew  the 
coherence  of  bones  j  it  eftablimes  too,  the 

com- 
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complete  effeft  of  that  procefs  in  a  very  com- 
plex joint,  and  will  readily  imprefs  the  mind, 
with  the  great  hazard,  which  this  falutary 
effort  of  nature  Would  undergo,  if  fubje&ed 
to  an  injudicious  interference  from  art. 


CASE 
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Cafe  of  incurvated  and  carious  Spine. 


THE  carious  fpine  reprefented  in  the  eighth 
plate,  is  an  inftance  of  the  powerful  tendency 
of  nature  to  form  a  coherence  between  the 
ulcerated  furfaces  of  bones;  in  this  cafe, 
there  were  ten  difeafed  vertebrae,  between  alv 
of  which,  the  intervertebral  fubftance  was  to- 
tally deftroyed ;  feveral  of  thefe,  were  partial- 
ly, or  completely  united  by  anchylolis,  others 
had  fuffered  more  ccnfiderably  from  the  ca- 
ries, great  part  of  their  fubftance  feeming 
to  have  been  abforbed,  as  no  fenfiblc  exfolia- 
tion had  taken  place,  during  the  life  of  the 
patient;  thefe  bones  are  in  fome  meafure 
loofe  and  detached  from  each  other,  yet  from 
their  roughnefs,  and  the  rugged  appearance 
of  points,  mooting  out  from  fome  part  of 
.their  furfaces,  it  is  clear  that  the  efforts  of 
nature  were  ftrongly  dire&ed  towards  for- 
ming the  fame  union  which  had  evidently 

o_  4  taken 
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taken  place  in  others  ;  and  this  would  pro- 
bably have  been  effeded,  had  it  not  been  for 
circumftances,  which  attended  the  manage- 
ment of  the  difeafe.  The  patient  was  a  ten- 
der and  emaciated  infant,  living  in  a  clofe  and 
damp  place,  very  unfavourable  for  a  reco- 
very from  a  ftrumous  difeafe :  he  was  fre- 
quently moved,  and  taken  up  from  the  bed; 
yet  notwithftanding  this  treatment,  he  lived 
a  confiderable  time,  and  at  laft  died  of  the 
fmall  pox.  When  he  was  five  years  of  age, 
he  was  admitted  at  the  Weftminfter  Gene- 
ral Difpenfary  in  March  1789,  for  a  cari- 
ous incurvation  of  the  fpine,  and  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  difeafe  had  not  the  ufual  an- 
gular incurvation,  which  appears  when  a 
few  only  of  the  vertebrae  are  affected,  the 
whole  fpine  being  bent  in  the  form  of  a  bow. 

Iffues  by  cauftics  were  made  near  the  moft 
projecting  part  of  the  fpine,  but  they  were  of 
no  ufe ;  an  abfeefs  formed,  which  burft  dur- 
ing the  month  of  June  following,  and  con- 
tinued difcharging  till  November,  when  he 
died  of  the  fmall  pox  j  the  difeafe  in  his 

back 


[    233  1 

back  not  feeming  to  have  any  influence  in  the 
fatal  termination  of  the  variolous  infection. 

The  appearance  of  this  difeafe,  naturally 
gives  rife  to  a  few  reflections  on  the  treatment 
of  the  carious  fpine ;  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
exhibits  an  unfortunate  proof  of  the  difficulty 
of  curing  this  complaint  by  means  of  art,  it 
affords  the  confolation  of  mewing  the  great 
efforts,  which  nature  is  capable  of  making 
towards  the  reunion  of  parts,  feparated  by 
difeafe. 

It  mews  the  great  mifchief,  which  pref- 
fure,  motion,  or  friction  muft  create  on  the 
parts  affected.  It  alfo  fuggefts,  the  great 
probability  of  injury,  which  would  arife 
from  the  ufe  of  fpinal  machines,  were  they 
capable  of  producing  an  extenfion  of  difeaf- 
ed  vertebrae.  To  procure  by  fudden,  or 
even  by  gradual  exertions,  an  elongation  of 
a  carious  fpine,  would  be  acting  diametri- 
cally oppofite  to  the  only  poffible  mode  of 
relief :  It  would  be  a  prepofterous  effort  to 
tear  away  that  coherence  by  which  the  cure 
is  effected,  it  would  tend  only  to  a  farther 

divifion 
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divifion  of  parts,  where  approximation  is 
principally  wanting. 

When  the  difficulty  is  ftated  of  curing 
fuch  a  difeafe  of  the  fpine,  as  is  here  repre- 
fented  ;  no  cenfure  is  meant  to  be  thrown  on 
the  attempt  to  cure  it  by  the  ufe  of  iffues, 
made  by  cauftic ;  but  from  a  review  of  the 
prefent  cafe,  it  is  clear,  that  fuch  an  iffue 
cannot  be  confidered  as  a  never-failing  expe- 
dient; whoever  thinks,  that  in  every  cafe  of 
incurvated  fpine  from  caries,  he  mail  fuc- 
ceed  by  the  moft  judicious  application  of  the 
cauftic,  will  find  himfelf  difappointed :  it 
muft  neceffarily  have  failed  in  this  patient, 
from  the  great  extent  of  the  caries,  unlefs  it 
had  been  thought  advifeable  to  have  applied 
the  cauftic  in  feveral  places,  over  the  mor- 
bid parts. 

Other  circumftances  will  often  occafion  its 
failure;  the  caries  of  the  anteriour  part  of 
the  body  of  the  vertebrae,  will  often  from 
contiguity  affect  the  vifcera.  I  have  feen 
more  than  one  inftance,  where  the  carious 
bone  has  injured  the  lungs,  and  rapidly  pro- 
duced 
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duced  a  pulmonary  confumption.    In  very 
young  fubjedts,  iffues  made  by  cauftic  too 
often  become  ufelefs,  from  the  motion  in- 
judiciouily  given  to  the  difeafed  part :  in 
old  people,  they  fail  for  want  of  fufficient 
vigour  in  the  constitution  to  produce  anchy- 
lolis.    In  fubjects,  from  the  age  of  twelve 
to  forty  years,  they  feem  to  be  moft  fervice- 
able,  and  particularly,  where  the  incurvation 
is  angular,  and  confined  to  a  few  only  of  the 
vertebrae  ;  and  the  higher  the  incurvation  has 
been  in  the  column  of  bones,  which  form 
the  fpine,  the  more  fuccefsful  has  been  the 
ufe  of  the  cauftic,  as  far  as  I  am  enabled  to 
judge  from  my  own  practice.  In  one  of  the 
worft  cafes  of  this  difeafe  which  ever  oc- 
curred to  me,  with  refpect  to  its  debilitating 
effects,  the  incurvation  was  in  the  fupcriour 
vertebrae  of  the  neck  j  the  upper,  and  lower 
extremities  both  became  paralytic,  but  the 
complaint  was  foon  cured  during  the  ufe  of 
iffues  made  by  cauftic*. 

*  See  Mr.  Earle's  edition  of  Mr.  Pott's  works, 
Vol.  III.  p.  459. 
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It  has  happened  to  me  fo  frequently,  to 
obferve,  that  this  mode  of  treatment  has  been 
particularly  uMul  in  thofe  cafes,   where  a 
paralytic  ftate  of  the  lower  limbs  was  added, 
to  the  other  inconveniences  of  the  complaint, 
that  I  have  been  induced  to  think,  that  this 
fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  alarming  as  it  is,  is 
not  altogether  unfavourable  towards  the  re- 
covery of  the  patient.    This  circumflance 
indifpenfably  compels  the  patient  to  a  ftate 
of  quietude  and  reft  in  a  horizontal  por- 
tion, by  which  means  the  preffure  of  the 
head  is  entirely  taken  from  the  diftempered 
bones,  fo  that  the  eftablimment  of  an  union 
between  their  ulcerated  furfaces  becomes 
more  practicable,  than  it  otherwife  would 
have  been,  and  confequently  the  weak  fiate 
of  the  limbs  with  other  fy mptoms  of  gene- 
ral difeafe,  fooner  difappears. 

Towards  this  recovery,  the  ifTue  made  by 
cauftic  effentially  contributes ;  it  is  an  effica- 
cious mode  of  checking  an  external  fuppura- 
tion,  which  would  otherwife  enfue  from  the 
natural  progrefs  of  caries;  and  this  isamoft 
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important  benefit ;  for  although  fuch  an  ab- 
fcefs  in  the  back,  according  to  Hippocrates, 
as  quoted  by  Mr.  Pott,  may  relieve  the  pa- 
ralyfis  of  the  limbs,  yet  it  will  almoft  con- 
jftantly,  lead  on  to  hectic  fever,  marafmus, 
and  death. 
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APPENDIX. 


A  HE  following  obfervations  were  received 
from  a  friend,  to  whom  I  fubmitted  my 
doubts  on  the  tranflation  of  the  fifty-ninth 
and  fixtieth  aphorifms,  of  the  fixth  fection 
of  that  work  of  Hippocrates ;  they  are  fo 
immediately  connected  with  the  fubject  of 
the  foregoing  pages,  that  I  think  no  apology 
can  be  neceifary  for  their  introduction  in  this 
place  :  every  attempt  towards  illuflrating  any 
paffage  of  a  writer,  to  whofe  labours  man- 
kind is  fo  much  indebted,  will  be  favourably 

received  by  thofe,  who  know  how  to  appre- 
ciate their  value. 

"  Dear 
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"  Dear  Sir, 

I  was  not  at  firfr.  aware, 
that  there  was  any  novelty  in  my  explana- 
tion of  the  aphorifm  of  Hippocrates,  which 
you  with  me  to  fupport :  on  clofer  exami- 
nation at  your  defire,  not  finding  any  various 
reading  in  the  original,  to  juftify  a  diverfity 
of  tranflation,  I  was  furprized  at  my  difagree- 
ing  fo  materially  with  a  variety  of  interpre- 
ters. It  certainly  is  not  in  favour  of  my 
interpretation,  that  there  are  among  the  tranf- 
lators,  with  whom  I  cannot  agree,  feveral 
of  the  medical  profeflion,  who  may  be 
fuppofed  competent  to  decide  on  the  fenfe 
of  an  author,  whofe  writings  are  pecu- 
liarly in  their  own  line  of  ftudy;  I  may 
therefore  be  thought  to  pride  myfelf  in  op- 
poling  men  of  learning  and  celebrity,  by 
contending  for  the  propriety  of  a  new 
tranllation ;  but  I  would  fain  believe  that  I 
have  outlived  fuch  vanity,  and  having  been 
long  in  the  habit  of  judging  for  myfelf,  I 
am  certain  I  can  differ  in  this,  as  I  do  in 
more  important  points,  with  any  perfon 

what- 
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whatfoever,  without  the  flighteft  degree  of 
contempt,  or  animofity;  I  proceed  there- 
fore without  much  concern,  to  ftate,  as  I 
think  it  incumbent  on  me,  the  grounds  of 
an  opinion,  which  I  cannot  fee  any  reafon  to 
relinquim.  Having  no  prejudicate  notions 
on  the  fubjedt,  and  difclaiming  all  preten- 
fions  to  medical  knowledge,  I  go  merely  on 
the  principles  of  common  fenfe;  and  per- 
haps, the  determination  of  the  true  meaning 
of  thefe  aphorifms,  may  not  depend  fo  much 
on  medical,  as  on  critical  fkill*. 

May  it  not  be  fairly  taken  for  granted, 
from  the  uniform  frame  of  man,  that  both 
the  fymptoms  and  effects  of  the  difeafe,  to 
which  the  aphorifm  refers,  have  ever  been 
the  fame  in  all  ages,  and  places  of  the  world? 

*  De  tranflatione  Hipp.  Aph.  XLVII.  Seft.  V. 
per  Almeloveen,  poll  plerofque  interprets  reddita,  fic 
fcriptum  invenio  ;  «  Hoc  fenfu  CEdipo  opus  eft  qui 
'  «  explicet."  De  tranflatione  Hipp.  Aph.  L1X.  Sea. 
VI.  diaum  puta.  A.  de  Haen  «  Ratio  Medendi,  &c, 
Lugduni  Batavorum  1761,  p.  277.  Vide  ibidem  p.  85, 
De  Galeno. 
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Is  there  any  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  hu- 
man ftrufture  in  general,  or  that  this  particu- 
lar difeafe,  were  not  the  fame  in  Greece  at 
the  time  of  Hippocrates,  as  they  are  in 
England  at  the  prefent  day?  I  have  read 
with  mftrucTrion  many  cafes  of  this  com- 
plaint which  you  have  recorded;  but  can- 
not recoiled  a  fingle  one  where  you  fay  on 
your  own  knowledge,  -  That  the  head  of 
the  thigh  bone  fell  out  of  its  focket,  and  fell 
into  it  again,  before  a  fuppuration  had  taken 
place." 

Now  although  it  may  have  happened, 
"  That  the  head  of  the  thigh  bone  has  fal- 
len out  of  its  focket,  and  fallen  into  it  again," 
after  a  fuppuration;  this  is  foreign  to  thepu'r- 
pofe,  for  theaphorifm  evidently  relates,  and 
is  ftriclly  confined  to  fome  condition  of  the 
difeafe,  antecedent  to  fuppuration,  of  the 
certain  or  probable  approach  of  which,  it 
merely  ftates  prognose  fymptoms. 

If  there  be  in  your  books,  any  cafe  or 
cafes  of  the  difeafe  of  the  hip  joint,  tranflat- 
ed  from  the  records  of  the  Greek  furgeons, 
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or  alledged  on  their  authorities,  in  which  it 
is  faid,  that  "  The  upper  part  of  the  thigh 
bone  fell  out  of  its  focket,  and  fell  into  it 
again,  before fuppuration,"  I  incline,  to  think 
that  fuch  cafe,  or  cafes  have  been  tranllated 
wrong,  rather  than  to  believe,  that  an  ob- 
vious thing  happened  then,  which  has  not 
happened  fince,  or  at  leaft  very  rarely  hap- 
pens now. 

I  fhall  wander  no  farther  out  of  my  pro- 
vince, but  leaving  all  medical  confiderations 
to  medical  men,  pafs  on  to  the  examina- 
tion of  the  original  text,  and  propofe  a  Am- 
ple tranflation,  which,  after  fubjoining  the 
reafons  on  which  it  refts,  I  leave  to  the  ul- 
timate deciflon  of  fuch  as  are  more  compe- 
tent to  dictate  in  points  of  Grecian  literature, 
and  better  {killed  in  the  fubject  to  which  the 
aphorifm  relates. 

'OycotroKTiv  vtto  l(r%ia,$os  Ivo^Xn^evoitri  ^ovi^g 
l^i^ocjui  to  la"xJov,  waXiv  s^Tjr/^e/,  TzjtoHTi 
ftv^txi  STtriytvovJoci' 

'OKoroiFiv  vwo  'Kr%ict$og  \vo-)(K'dy,zvoi<Ti  %(>ovlvi$ 
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to  lo-y^lov  e^ig-ccjoii,  txAokti  Tyxejcct  to  crKeXog, 

Hipp.  Aph.  VI.  Sect.  59,  60. 
Morbo  coxario  diuturno  laborantibus,  fe- 
mur exftat,  et  retrorfum  incidit,  bis  fuper- 
veniunt  fuppurationes. 

Morbo  coxario  diuturno  laborantibus,  fe- 
mur exftat,  his  tabefcit  cms,  et  claudi  fiunt, 
nifi  ufti  fuerint. 

"  In  perfons  afflicted  with  a  lingering 
difeafe  of  the  hip  joint,  the  hip  ftands  out, 
and  falls  in  behind,  in  them  fuppurations 
follow. " 

"  In  perfons  afflicted  with  a  lingering 
difeafe  of  the  hip  joint,  the  hip  ftands  out, 
in  them  the  leg  waftes,  and  they  become 
lame,  if  not  cauterized.  " 

I  mall  give  the  various  Latin  tranflation  of 
thefe  two  aphorifms  in  the  very  words  of  the 
tranflators  themfelves,  that  if  there  be  any 
inaccuracy  in  my  rendering  the  fenfe  of  them 
into  Englifh,  of  which  I  am  not  fenfible,  it 
may  be  difcovered,  and  rectified,  by  colla- 
tion with  the  Latin  originals,  fubjoined. 

Their 
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Their  full  import,  however  differently  ex- 
preffed,  may  fairly  be  tranflated  in  this 
manner. 

Aph.  59.  When  perfons  are  diftreffed  with 
a  lingering  difeafe  in  the  hip  joint,  the  thigh 
bone  or  the  top  of  it  falls  out  of  its  proper 
place,  and  again  falls  into  it ;  in  them  mu- 
cous matter  is  collected. 

Aphor.  60.  In  fuch  as  are  vexed  with  a 
lingering  complaint  in  the  hip,  the  thigh 
bone  falls  out  of  the  focket,  in  them  the 
limb,  thigh,  or  leg  waftes,  and  they  halt, 
limp,  or  grow  lame,  unlefs  they  are  cau- 
terized. 

Aphor.  59.  Quibus  a  diuturno  coxendicis 
morbo  vexatis,  coxa  excidit,  et  rurfus  inci- 
dit,  his  mucus  innafcitur. 

Aphor.  60.  Quibus  a  diuturno  coxendicis 
morbo  vexatis,  coxa  excidit,  his  crus  tabef- 
cit,  et  claudicant,  nifi  ufti  fuerint. 

Hipp.  Aphor.  Glafguae.  Ann.  1748, 
Janfonn.  Almeloveen. 
Aph.  59.  Quibus  longo  coxendicum  do- 
lore  confliftatis,  femoris  fummum  coxa  ex- 
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cidit,  rurfumque  recidit,  iis  mucores  innaf- 
cuntur. 

Aph.  60.  Quibus  diuturno  dolore  Ifchia- 
dico  vexatis,  femur  excidit,  iis  cms  conta- 
befcit,  et  claudicant  nifi  urantur. 

Hipp.  Aph.  Vorlrij  Ludg.  Batav. 
Ann.  cidiocxxviii. 

Aph.  59.  Quibus  ab  ifchiade  diuturno 
vexatis,  ifchium  e  proprio  loco  excidit,  at- 
que  rurfus  incidit,  iis  muci  innafcuntur. 

Aph.  60.  Quibus  diuturno  ifchiade  vex- 
atis, ifchium  excidit,  iis  cms  tabefcit,  et 
claudicant  nin*  urantur. 

Tranflatio  Charterii. 
Aph.  59.  Quibus  longo  coxendicum  do- 
lore confTidatis,  femoris  fummum  coxa  ex- 
cidit, rurfumque  recidit,  iis  mucofa  ibidem 
pituita  colligitur. 

Aph.  60.  Quibus  diuturno  dolore  ifchia- 
dico  vexatis,  femoris  caput  coxa  excidit,  iis 
femur  contabefcit,  &  claudicant  nifi  urantur. 

Tranflatio  Hollerii. 
Whether  'irxtets  means  precifely  the  difeafe 
of  the  hip  joint,  which  is  the  fubjedt  of  your 

obfer- 
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observations ;  whether  the  two  preceding  a- 
phorifms  are  to  be  considered  as  a  itatement 
by  Hippocrates,  of  pathognomonic  figns  in 
the  progreffive  courfe  of  the  difeafe  ;  or 
whether  the  firft  of  them,  be  only  intended 
to  notify  two  leading  fymptoms  indicative 
of  an  approaching  fuppuration,  or  fucceffive 
fuppurations  likely  to  enfue,  I  do  not  im- 
pertinently interpofe  an  opinion :  thefe  are 
points  I  leave  entirely  to  the  determination 
of  your  profeffion. 

It  is  chiefly  concerning  the  fenfe  of  the 
firft  of  the  two  aphorifms,  namely,  the  59th 
of  the  6th  Section,  that  I  cannot  help  differ- 
ing from  the  interpreters,  whofe  tranflations 
I  have  not  reprefented  either  unfaithfully  or 
unfavourably;  and  the  following  obferva- 
tions  feem  to  confirm  and  fupport  fufficient- 
ly,  the  expofition  to  which  I  am  difpofed  to 
give  the  preference. 

The  readers  of  Hippocrates  need  not  be 
told,  how  very  laxly  he  ufes  the  word  'Io-%<ol'• 
and  for  a  proof  of  this,  I  refer  to  Foehj 
Oecon.   Hipp,  fub  voce,  where  the  rea- 
ls. 4  der 


t 
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der  will  find  ample  authorities  for  the  lati- 
tude of  acceptation  in  which  I  tranflate  the 
word.  To  corroborate  this  tranflation,  I 
likewife  refer  to  Gorraei  Opera  edit.  Paris 
1622,  p.  275,  fub  vocibus  "lo-xiov  etV^ac 

It  cannot  be  denied  or  doubted,  that  the 
verb  etjig-oipai  as  certainly  fignifies  exftare,  to 
"  projea,"  or  "  ftand  out,"  as  excidere  to 

fall  out.  "   When  a  word  has  various  fig- 
nifications,  affuredly  a  tranflator  has  a  good 
right  to  take  it  in  that  particular  acceptation, 
which  belt  accords  with  what  he  conceives 
to  be  the  meaning  of  the  author  he  tranflates. 
May  I  not  add,  that  it  feems  probable,  if 
Hippocrates  had  really  meant  to  affirm,  that 
the  thigh  bone  fell  out,  he  would  naturally 
have  employed  the  verb  Ibw^w,  excidere, 
to  "  fall  out,"  in  direct  oppofition  to  the 
verb  epvri7rja,  which  he  ufes  immediately 
after,  in  the  fenfe  of  incidere,  to  fall  in? 
It  is  readily  acknowledged,  that  this  is  to 
be  confidered  only  as  a  conjecture  ;  but  me- 
dical men  muft  not  entirely  fet  afide  conjec- 
tures, 
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tures,  for  Celfus  himfelf  fays,  that  medi- 
cine is  a  conjectural  art. 

Readers  of  Greek  books  well  know,  that 
-zs-uXtv,  as  certainly  fignifies  retro,  retror- 
fum,  and  contra,  "  behind,"  and  "  on  the 
other  fide,"  as  it  does  rurfus,  and  iterum, 
"  a<rain."  Such  as  are  doubtful  of  this, 
may  fee  in  Foefius's  book  above  mentioned, 
under  the  word  vruXtv,  enough  to  warrant 
beyond  all  difpute,  my  tranflation  of  it, 
which  is  confirmed  moreover,  by  the  ex- 
prefs  teftimony  of  Galen  himfelf ;  and  from 
what  De  Haen  fays  of  him,  Galen  feems 
to  be  confidered  as  the  beft  expofitor  of 
Hippocrates  *. 

I  have,  perhaps  needlefsly,  in  aid  of  fuch 
authorities,  referred  to  fome  decifive  para- 
ges of  Ariftophanes,  and  Homer,  where 
-zraXtv  is  evidently  ufed  in  the  precife  fenfe 
I  have  given  it  in  my  tranflation  -f . 

To 

*  Vide  A.  De  Haen  "  Ratio  Medendi,  &c."  Ut 
fupra,  p.  85. 

t  Vide  Ariftoph.   Aves,  1.  2,  and  1.  648,  where 
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To  the  rendering  of  the  word  Mu£«w, 
which  I  have  tranllated  Suppurationes,  al- 
though it  has  various  fignifications,  there 
cannot  I  believe  be  any  folid  objection ;  in 
vindication  of  the  fenfe  in  which  I  have 
taken  it,  I  appeal  to  Gorraeus,  who  expounds 
it  in  the  fame  meaning,  with  regard  to  this 
very  aphorifm.  Vide  "  Gorraei  Opera,"  ut 
fupra,  p.  413,  fub  voce  Muf«. 

Thus 

mu,\\v  is  unqueftionably  ufed  for  wU,  retro  ;  edit.  Rich. 
P'ranc.  Phil.  Brunck,  8ro.  1783. 

In  the  Acharnenfes,  1.  1 179,  vxxXlvofov  occurs  in 
the  fame  fenfe.  I  refer  likevvife  to  a  Scholium  in  the 
Bafil  edition  of  Ariftophanes,  1547,  fol.  p.  368,  on  the 
firft-quoted  paflage  of  the  Aves,  lin.  2. 

Add  to  all  this  an  extract  from  the  ingenious  and  ac- 
curate remarks  of  Lennep  on  the  word  vra.*n.  "  Cete- 
rum  propria  vis  hujus  voculse  clare  fentire  poteft 

ex  illo  Iliad.  Z.  lin.  189. 

 Toi  <t  an  -muMii  oncost  noilo. 

Ii  vero  nequaquam  retro  domum  iverunt, 
Omnes  enim  interfecit  eximius  Bellerephontes. 

Retro 
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Thus  you  fee,  that  there  is  not  a  fingle 
word  of  any  importance  in  the  original  text, 
which  I  have  warped,  violated,  or  tranflat- 
ed  at  my  own  peril ;  they  are  rendered  on 
good  authorities.  From  this  fimple,  and 
as  I  think  well-fupported  tranflation,  the 
fenfe  and  purport  of  the  59th  aphorifm,  juft 

Retro,  p.  p.  retrogrado  motu  (ut  verbis  utar  Hoo- 
geveenij.)  Adde  imprimis  Iliad.  A.  380;  A.  214.; 
E.  257,  &c. 

Jno.  Daniel,  A.  Lennep  "  Etymologicum  Lingua: 
Graecse."  Pars  prior.  Traj.  ad  Rhenum,  8vo.  cididccxc. 
p.  727-8. 

H.  A.  380. 

Xwo/jCEM)?  y  0  ytyciHi  «r«A(i/  wjjjelo' 

Iratus  itaq  ;  fenex  retro  abivit. 

Clarke. 

H.  a.  214. 

 retro  curvati  funt  acuti  hami. 

Clarke. 

H.  E.  257. 

Tara  ^ V  vsaXw  cJutij  <x,7i</icreiov  wxee?  'l<rtito\, 

Hos  autem  non  iterum  retro  auferent  veloces  equi, 

Clarke. 


amounts 
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amounts  to  this,  "  In  the  courfe  of  a  linger- 
ing difeafe  of  the  hip  joint,  a  ftanding  out 
of  the  hip  and  a  falling  in  behind  of  the 
nates,  are  figns  of  fuppuration.  "  ft 

The  doctrine  of  your  book,  is  therefore 
the  very  doctrine  of  Hippocrates.  This  fa- 
gacious  and  indefatigable  obferver,  disco- 
vered it,  and  for  the  benefit  of  pofterity 
configned  it  to  writing,  in  my  opinion  with 
the  philofophical  precifion  of  a  fcholar,  and 
the  elegant  felicity  of  a  gentleman. 

For  the  preceding  reafons,  I  cannot  help 
thinking; >  that  there  is  not  one  of  the  tran- 
flators  I  have  feen,  who  has  expreffed  the 
meaning  of  Hippocrates  truly;  but  from 
the  influence  of  your  obfervations  on  my 
mind,  I  am  difpofed  to  believe,  that  the 
59th  aphorifm  will  hereafter  be  generally  re- 
ceived in  the  fenfe  here  contended  for. 

After  what  has  been  faid  in  fupport  of 
this  tranflation  of  the  59th  aphorifm,  it  is 
not  necelTary  to  add  arty  thing  to  obviate  the 
objections  which  may  be  ftated  to  my  tran- 
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flation  of  the  6oth-  Whatever  militates  for, 
or  againft  the  one,  militates  equally  for,  or 
againft  the  other,  and  of  courfe,  both  my 
tranflations  muft  ftand  or  fall  together. 

I  am, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  moll  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Liflbn  Grove, 

January  31,  1794.  J.  C." 


EXPLA- 
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EXPLANATION  of  the  PLATES. 

Plate  I.    See  Sea.  I.  pag.  12. 

THIS  figure  is  intended  to  mew  the  elonga- 
tion of  the  limb,  its  general  emaciated  appear- 
ance, the  fktnefs  of  the  nates  on  the  difeafed 
fide,  with  other  circumftances  attending  the 
early  periods  of  the  difeafe  of  the  hip  joint. 

Plate  II. 

This  figure  reprefents  the  limb  mortened,  and 
anchylofed,  the  patient  having  undergone  re- 
peated fuppurations  from  a  caries  in  the  hip 
joint;  this  and  the  preceding  figures  were 
taken  by  Mr.  Birnie  ;  the  firft,  from  a  patient, 
who  is  now  afflicted  with  the  fymptoms  of  dif- 
eafe in  the  hip  joint  in  its  early  ftate,  antece- 
dent to  an  external  fuppuration  and  the  fhort- 
ening  of  the  limb:  the  other  from  the  Cafe 
defcribed,  p.  i6r. 


Plate 
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Plate  III. 

The  carious  bones  reprefented  in  this  plate, 
were  taken  from  the  patient,  whofe  cafe  is  re- 
lated in  the  firft  Section,  p.  24. 

Fig.  I.  A.  Shews  a  probe  patted  into  a  fmall 
hole,  occalioned  by  caries  of  the  cotyloid  ca- 
vity. 

Fig.  II.  B.  Shews  the  probe  paned  through 
the  cotyloid  cavity,  to  the  external  fide  of  the 
os  innominatum,  where  a  caries  had  taken 
place  more  conliderable,  than  that  in  the  aceta- 
bulum coxendicis. 

Plate  IV., 
Reprefents  the  anchylofis  of  the  hip  joint, 
referred  to  in  Seel:  V.  p.  156. 

A.  The  fpine  of  the  os  ilium. 

B.  The  head  of  the  thigh  bone,  anchylofed 
in  the  cotyloid  cavity. 

C.  The  trochanter  major. 

D.  Portions  of  difeafed  bone,  which  had 
united  to  the  thigh  bone,  and  ultimately  pro- 
duced no  inconvenience  to.  the  patient,  as  he 
had  for  a  long  time,  previous  to  his  death,  re- 
covered from  the  complaint  in  the  hip  joint. 

-  E.  The 
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E.  The  ifchion,  and  os  pubis,  both  of  which 
mew  evident  marks  of  having  fuffered  great 
difeafe. 

Plate  V.    See  pag.  159. 
Fig.  I.  A.  Shews  the  head  and  neck  of  the 
thigh  bone,  almoft  deftroyed  by  caries,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  thigh  bone  being  free  from 
difeafe. 

Fig.  II.  A.  Shews  the  cotyloid  cavity  en- 
tirely obliterated. 

B.  The  cotyloid  cavity  on  the  oppofite  fide 
in  a  found  and  healthy  ftate. 

C.  The  os  facrum  incur vated  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  to  produce  a  contraction  of  the  fupe- 
riour  aperture  of  the  pelvis. 

D.  The  os  pubis,  and  ifchion,  mewing  evi- 
dent marks  of  having  been  fubjeded  to  caries. 

Plate  VI.  See  Cafe  XVI.  pag.  173. 
Fig.  I.  A.  The  head  of  the  thigh  bone  carious, 
it  appears  rough,  mooting  out  into  fmall  points., 
which  might  in  procefs  of  time  have  united 
with  the  new  bone  formed  in  the  cotyloid 
cavity,  and  finally  produced  an  anchylofis,  if 
the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  had  been  favourable. 
Fig.  II.  A.  Spine  of  the  os  ilium  difeafed. 

s  B.  The 
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B.  The  cotyloid  cavity,  entirely  deftroyed. 

C.  A  mafs  of  new  bony  matter  formed  in 
the  cavity,  which,  like  the  callus  of  a  fractured 
bone,  would,  in  the  courfe  of  time,  have  pro- 
bably filled  up  the  fpace,  formerly  occupied 
by  the  head  of  the  thigh  bone,  and  might  ul- 
timately have  coalefced  with  it. 

D.  Various  portions  of  the  os  innominatum 
■affected  with  caries. 

Plate  VII., 

Is  intended  to  mew  a  caries  of  the  joint  of 
the  wrift,  the  bones  united  by  anchylofis  :  the 
difeafe  is  reprefented  in  two  figures,  in  order 
to  demonftrate  a  complete  union  of  the  carious 
joint. 

*"  Plate  VIII., 

Shews  the  carious  fpine,  more  particularly 
defcribed  in  Sect.  VI.  p.  231. 

A.  Carious  vertebrae,  either  completely  or 
partially  united  by  anchylofis. 

B.  Carious  vertebrae  difunited  from  each 
other,  but  evidently  mewing  a  tendency  to- 
wards a  coalefcence  of  furfaces. 

C.  Intervertebral  fubllance  not  affected  by 
the  difcafe. 
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Plate  7. 


